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5 Things I learned from Bill Wilson’s GUN GUY
Deep down Bill Wilson is a lot like all of us—gun guys and gun gals. Wilson 
really is a gun guy at heart and in his new book, GUN GUY, he tells his story 
in his own words about competitive shooting, gunsmithing 1911s, and building a 
business from scratch into an industry leader. What makes Bill Wilson so unique 
is he is all of these things, a winning competitive shooter, an accomplished and 
recognized gunsmith, and a successful businessman who created the f irearm 
powerhouse called Wilson Combat. 

Most people would settle on just one of these, but Bill has done it all plus there 
is another side. Bill Wilson is a real hunting enthusiast having made at least 26 
trips and counting to Africa alone. He also talks about family and friends and his 
customers who after all helped make Wilson Combat what it is today. Reading 
through the chapters in GUN GUY the pages are peppered with advice and 
wisdom that is only obtained through experience. His journey from a one man 
gunsmith shop to sprawling, high tech facility is fascinating and a true American 
success story. What I found invaluable was his advice on shooting. Here are five 
tips to live and shoot by: 

#1 Practice Consistency

If you are as competitive as Bill—and he is a f ierce competitor—we all have 
experienced plateaus in our competitive shooting where we want to just get 
to the next level, just 10 more total points. There is no magic formula or 
piece of equipment writes Bill to jumpstart your performance. The secret is 
practice. Bill practices consistency in his shooting. “I try to shoot 98 percent 
— every shot under control, just barely under my limit. That’s because 
a consistent shooter has an advantage. I can beat someone who’s a better 
shooter than I am if there are enough rounds involved and I stay with that 
strategy; under my line with no shots out of control.”

#2 A Good Trigger in a Reliable Gun

How many times has this happened to you: You are trying out a new pistol 
and press the trigger then really press it so it f inally f ires. A bad trigger 
promotes bad shooting. Reliability is as important in a competition pistol as 
it is with a defense pistol. “…you are better off with a gun that isn’t all that 
accurate and has a good trigger,” writes Bill, “You’re going to shoot it better 
than one that’s laser beam accurate and has a really crappy trigger pull. 

In practicality, you are going to shoot the gun with a good trigger better.” 
As budding gunsmith Bill’s mantra was “…make sure the gun worked every 
time and give it a good trigger pull.” Bill is passionate about reliable pistols. 
Try a Wilson Combat pistol or rif le and you will know exactly what he 
means because “we f it the parts,” writes Bill. “These guns aren’t assembled. 
They’re f itted. There’s a huge difference there. We have trained gunsmiths 
that hand f it all the parts to put our guns together.” It takes skill to make a 
gun that is both beautiful and reliable.

#3 The Right Philosophy

As businessman Bill knows his brand and his company, Wilson Combat’s 
reputation is only as good as his products perform. There is no such thing as 

“good enough” at Wilson Combat. Perfect execution every time. There are, 
however, times when things might go askew, but Bill and Wilson Combat will 
make things right. 

“That was my initial claim to fame. Make a gun that works, and make sure the 
customer understands that if he or she has any trouble with it I’m going to fix it. I will 
take care of you, no questions asked. I’m going to make it right and do it quickly.” 

That philosophy permeates at Wilson Combat and Bill’s son, Ryan, who is 
now running the day-to-day of Wilson Combat is just as passionate. Shoot  
any of Wilson Combat’s pistols, rif les or shotguns and it is crystal clear 
Wilson Combat builds guns right.

#4 Recheck, Evaluate and Evolve

If anything Bill Wilson is a visionary. You have heard the expression: Resting on 
their laurels. That is exactly what the only 1911 manufacture did in the 1970s 
which opened the door for Wilson Combat’s success. Bill Wilson does not rest—
ever. He is relentless, never quite satisfied. This is why Wilson Combat is a leader 
in 1911, AR and custom guns. If Bill had not been looking forward he may have 
only done pretty well with the Dwyer “Group Gripper” kit a drop-in part 
that really helps make a stock 1911 more accurate. 

Bill started making 1911 parts and never thought about producing firearms, but 
he saw what was coming on the horizon. He used this same philosophy when 
shooting competition. Bill started competitive shooting with a revolver—a 
Colt Python—and transitioned to a 1911 since that was the pistol all 
competitors in the ‘70s and ‘80s used. He needed to re-evaluate his style to 
better understand how to shoot a 1911. He did pretty good, too, having won 
numerous titles in USPSA, IPSC and IDPA.

#5 How Bill Trains

Bill invented the Bill Drill which requires a shooter to draw and fire six 
shots in 2 seconds at 7 yards and keep them all in the IPSC A zone. This 
drill helps build good consistency. “For my personal training I really focus 
on two things,” writes Bill. “First, I push my personal limit of control faster 
and faster. Pushing the speed envelope to the point I fire an occasional shot 
out of control and trying to increase the speed to where I get out of control. 
If you don’t practice hard stuff and push yourself out of your personal 
comfort zone you will never improve. 

The second thing I practice, ironically, is the discipline to not fire a shot 
out of control. As you can see these two are polar opposites. I push myself 
until I’m making mistakes for a portion of the shooting session, then I prove 
to myself that I have the discipline and control to fire every shot within 
my personal limitations. I like to shoot on steel silhouettes that are 15" x 12" 
and have a 7" center of mass circle and a 4" circle in the 6" wide head box.” 

Bill Wilson started Wilson Combat and completely changed they way 
shooters view the venerable 1911 pistol and in doing so he helped created 
the new Gun Culture of personal self defense. These are just a few key 
takeaways from his book, GUN GUY. 
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