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“What makes you effective as a coach is whether
or not you have the ability to communicate,” said
Bowden, who began playing golf at age 30, well
before the prime of his coaching career.  “If teachers
can’t do that, I doubt many would go there.”

Begun in 1988, the PGA Teaching & Coaching
Summit has blossomed into the Association’s
largest educational event.  This year’s theme, “Where
Communication Meets Excellence,” blended the
efforts of nearly 30 presenters on stage at the Linda
W. Chapin Theater in Orlando’s Orange County
Convention Center.

The Summit, conducted Jan. 21–22, was pre-
sented by GOLF Magazine and supported by

GolfTEC and Hospital for Special Surgery.  (PGA
members interested in receiving online content from the
Summit should contact the PGA Membership Depart-
ment, 1-800-474–2776 for more information.)

Summit presenters included European Ryder
Cup hero Ian Poulter, former U.S. Ryder Cup Captain
Dave Stockton and youngest son, Ron; 2012 LPGA
Player of the Year Stacy Lewis; and eight PGA
Teachers of the Year spanning a half-century of
experience.  The Summit was rounded out by a 
stellar collection of coaching experts in mental,
physical and performance training.

Together, the presenters extended past method-
ology before an audience of 625 representing 48

states and 12 countries.  They covered motivation
and exploring the power of the mind.

“The PGA of America and its instructor base are
truly the leaders of the business,” said Michael
Breed of Greenwich, Conn., the 2012 PGA Teacher
of the Year, who doubled as master of ceremonies
and a presenter.  “It is incumbent on all of us to be
the best that we can be.  The Summit offers an op -
portunity for all of us to learn and share.  The theme
of coaching was demonstrated throughout two
days, and it is the area we need to embrace more.”

Bowden’s 57-year career yielded the NCAA
record for most career wins and bowl victories by a
Division I FBS coach.  Today, Bowden is a self-con-
fessed golf addict, who plays as often as possible.

“What I like about anyone giving me help in golf
is when they can paint me a picture,” said Bowden.

“Where
Communication
Meets Excellence”
Bowden, Poulter and Stockton were among
an inspiring collection of presenters at the
13th PGA Teaching & Coaching Summit

By Bob Denney

C ollege Football Hall of Famer Bobby Bowden had never spoken
before an audience of golf instructors, but the messages the 
83-year-old delivered at the 13th PGA Teaching & Coaching

Summit could have played in a locker room in virtually any sport.

Emceed by 2012
PGA Teacher of the
Year Michael Breed
(left), the PGA
Teaching &
Coaching Summit
include a
presentation from
Ryder Cup hero 
Ian Poulter.
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For more on the 2013 PGA Teaching &
Coaching Summit, including plenty

of photos, log onto PGAmagazine.com.
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“If I get that picture, then it helps me.  I might tell
you one thing that you can catch right on.  But it
may not be what the next guy needs.”

Discovering a winning edge sometimes comes
from self-coaching.  Poulter, who rose from working
in an English golf shop to the No. 12 world-ranked
player heading into this year, expressed his passion
for the Ryder Cup, and revealed a practice regimen
that featured little time on the putting green.

“The Ryder Cup is a pretty big deal for many, and
it is for me,” said Poulter.  “I want to be remem-
bered as a tough competitor.  The pressure, the
build-up, fuels you more than a regular tour event
or a major.  I can’t explain it.  It comes from within.
It’s a passion, a drive to win.”

Poulter will be etched into Ryder Cup history
for his rally to win a Saturday four-ball match with
five birdies down the stretch at Medinah Country
Club.  That inspired his teammates to a Sunday 
singles uprising to retain the small gold trophy.

Poulter reflected on his 18th hole, 10-foot birdie
putt late Saturday afternoon at Medinah for a key
four-ball victory.  “I saw the putt and knew I had it
made,” he said.  “I still went through my routine,
walking around the putt and looked back at my
teammates.  I never thought of missing it, just how
mad they were going to react after I had made it.”

Poulter is a “feel putter,” and does not linger on
the practice green.  “It might horrify people to know
that I do not work on my putting at all,” he said.  “I
don’t spend hours on the putting green.  It is a simple
equation.  You have a square face on your putter and
you have a line.  Provided you return the putter
back on the ball on the given line, the ball will go in.”

You are searching for a coach to fix what is 
broken in your game?  Poulter said that he has relied

upon himself, and the tools of a Casio camera and a
TrackMan launch monitor.  He was a 4-handicap
player at age 17, and worked tirelessly to improve.

“I haven’t had any help on my putting since Day
1,” said Poulter, whose apparel company IJP served
as a supporting sponsor of the Summit.  “My
upbringing as a PGA pro has made me my own
coach.  I learned how to teach someone to play and
reverse it to what is happening now.”

Stacy Lewis, joined by her coach of the past
three years, PGA Professional Joe Hallett, became
the first American to win the LPGA Player of the
Year award in the past 18 years.  “I play golf, it’s not
who I am,” said Lewis, whose career featured a life-
long recovery from scoliosis (abnormal curvature of
the spine) as a youth, and later back surgery before
entering college.

“Invest in them, and they will invest in you,” said
Hallett of the commitment he made to Lewis.  “Tell
players what to expect.  Have a plan.  The player’s
feel is always correct, and match instruction to
their feel.”

Summit Committee Co-Chairpersons Tom
Henderson of Greenwich, Conn., and Joe Plecker
of Baltimore, Md., said that the event achieved its
goal of advancing the coaching theme and more.

“I felt that the Summit was a huge success based
on the content of the program and the number of
attendees,” said Henderson, the PGA head profes-
sional at Round Hill Club in Greenwich.  “It was
refreshing to have the content on play (and individ-
ual) development and coaching.  Past Summits may
have been focused heavily on the technical aspects
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“I felt that the Summit was a huge
success based on the content of the
program and the number of attendees.”

—Tom Henderson, PGA

Bobby Bowden
(above) entertained
and revealed some
coaching tips for
PGA Professionals.
Bottom left: Will
Robins, PGA, gave
an inspiring
presentation on
finding a purposeful
life through
teaching golf.



of teaching.  I especially enjoyed
Coach Bobby Bowden’s presentation
and how it related to developing and
mentoring young individuals.”

Plecker, the PGA director of
instruction at Baltimore Country
Club, said Summit attendees returned
to their facilities having “found some-
thing for everyone to learn with coach-
ing as the theme.”

The newest member of the PGA
Professional family on stage was 34-
year-old Will Robins of Citrus
Heights, Calif., who became a PGA
member last summer.  In December
2004, Robins and his wife, Amanda,
survived the horrific tsunami off the
coast of Thailand.  After their rescue,
Robins was faced with having lost a
competitive playing career, while his
wife slowly recovered from severe
injuries that prevented her following
a high school teaching position.  To

support his family, Robins turned to coaching golf
and found his methods made a marked impact in
his students’ lives and grew his appreciation for liv-
ing a purposeful life.

Former U.S. Ryder Cup Captain Dave Stockton
and youngest son, Ron, shared “Secrets to the Short
Game.”  Ron founded Stockton Golf in 2009, coor-
dinating a remarkable threesome of his father, a
two-time PGA Champion, and older brother, Dave
Jr.  Stockton Golf could easily be golf ’s answer to
the Mayo Clinic, with extra sets of eyes combining
for one prescription for a student.

“How we follow-up what every player needs is
the challenge,” said Ron Stockton.  “There’s always
a rush to find the tangibles to fix something for a
player, when it really is about getting people to
think.  The brain has to tell the muscles how to fire.
If the brain misfires, it’s obvious that everything
completely goes awry.”  Stockton Golf lists World
No. 1-ranked Rory McIlroy, Phil Mickelson, Yani

Tseng, An nika Sorenstam, Adam Scott and many
others on its list of clients.

Since 2009, the Stockton’s student roster have
more than 60 tour victories across the globe.

“Sixty-five years ago, I used a 3-wood, 6-iron and
putter and went out and made my path in golf,” said
Dave Stockton, who demonstrated being a “feel put-
ter,” where he eliminated a time-consuming prac-
tice stroke routine.  “The lessons I learned, I never
had to repeat.”  That training and mindset, Stock ton
said, helped lead him and his sons to two books,
“Unconscious Putting” and “Unconscious Scoring.”

The Summit once again displayed an ability to
connect the PGA teaching “family.”  Its opening day
concluded with an emotional tribute to the late teach-
ing legend Jim Flick.  Former PGA Teachers of the
Year Martin Hall of West Palm Beach, Fla., and Mike
Malaska of Mesa, Ariz., who remained close to Flick
up to his death last November, led the tribute.  ■

4 | March 2013 | www.pgamagazine.com (password: PGAmag007)

Presenting sponsor Golf
Magazine as well as supporting

sponsors Hospital for Special
Surgery and GolfTEC each
conducted presentations that
added to experience of the 2013
PGA Teaching & Coaching Summit:

GOLF Magazine — For the
second time, GOLF Magazine
hosted the Top 100 Teachers
reception following the first day of
the Summit.

Hospital for Special Surgery
(HSS) — As an Official Patron of
The PGA of America, HSS
presented information on its PGA
Portal housed on PGALinks.com.
The new member benefit offers an
array of health topics, from tips on
how to “Play it Safe” on the course
to precautions for those returning
to golf after surgery.

GolfTEC — Supporting sponsor
GolfTEC presented best practices
on management and
communicating with students.

Sponsor Presentations

Above: LPGA
Player of the Year
Stacy Lewis and her
coach, Joe Hallett,
PGA.  Right: Ron
Stockton (left) and
father Dave
revealed “Secrets
of the Short Game.”




