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P G A  P R O F I L E

What stirs Robins is an epiphany that took
place on Dec. 26, 2004.  On that day, he stood with
his bride, Amanda in a hotel lobby during their hon-
eymoon at the PP Princess Resort on Thailand’s
exotic island of Koh Phi Phi Don.

At 10:28 a.m., a deafening roar approached the
hotel as a 30-foot wave, ignited by the Sumatra
earthquake 1,000 miles away in the Indian Ocean,
smashed into the island.  In a matter of seconds, the
lobby imploded.  The Robins were swept into a
dark abyss, thrown about among pieces of debris.

The powerful surge carried them more than 400

yards into the middle of the Andaman Sea.  Koh Phi
Phi Don, a paradise minutes earlier, now resembled
a war zone.  Robins remembers being smashed by
floating wreckage and the fear that he would never
see Amanda again.

“This can’t be the way I die?  I can’t believe this is
how I die!” Robins recalls thinking to himself.
However, he says he was determined to “die fight-
ing.”  At that exact moment, he emerged in the mid-
dle of the sea.  Amazingly, Amanda was floating
some three feet away.

Amanda did not immediately understand why
she couldn’t move her legs.  She had suffered multi-
ple pelvic fractures.  Will, full of adrenaline, did not
realize that his right ear was nearly severed and he
had a broken left clavicle.

“We were alive!” says Robins.  “We ended up
spending nearly 12 hours off shore.  We watched
more waves continue to destroy what was left of the
island.  There were bodies floating by us.”

A tourist from Sweden, Marcus Mellberg, would
become the Robins’ guardian angel.  Mellberg had
found a small wooden boat and was frantically look-
ing for his missing parents and sister.  Robins spotted
him minutes after emerging from the abyss, and yelled
for help.  “I can’t help you!” Mellberg yelled back.

“If you can’t help us, we will die in front of you!”
pleaded Robins.  Mellberg turned around and used
a rope to pull Will and Amanda to his boat.  Robins
said that a couple days later, Mellberg would find
his parents and sister safe.

The Robins were transported by a fishing boat
to Phuket, Thailand, and received minimal medical
treatment.  For the next 48 hours-plus, they had no
pain medication.  They called the U.S. Embassy for
help.

The world was slowly waking up to the horror of
the tsunami in Southeast Asia.  By the end of that
fateful December day, the Indian Ocean tsunami
had taken 150,000 lives.  The final death toll would
reach approximately 283,000.  More than 3,000

lives were lost on Koh Phi Phi Don.
More than halfway around the world, James

Robins – younger brother of Will – was walking into
a local shop in Warwickshire, England, when he saw
a front-page photo in a tabloid.  It was an image of
his brother and new sister-in-law being escorted
into a hospital.

Will and Amanda were later transferred to a
Bangkok hospital, their home for the next five
weeks.  They would ultimately be reunited with
family members, and were flown home to begin
rehabilitation in Sacramento, Calif.  Will, who had
been a 1995 national junior champion in England
and competed on the A.G. Spanos Tour, was unable
to return to playing golf.  It was at this point that
Robins realized he was being drawn to a new career
– from playing competitively to teaching.

He was offered a teaching position at a local golf
course.  Amanda, a sixth-grade science teacher,
would spend three months in physical therapy
while learning to walk again.  The couple went
through counseling and experienced post-traumatic
stress disorder.

Today, Robins draws upon his amazing story of
survival in a process to unlock his students’ poten-
tial.  His unique perspective coupled with Robins’
teaching philosophies such as “Purposeful Prac-
tice,” “The Golfing Mindset” and “The Real Game
of Golf ” have allowed him to create a coaching pro-
gram that challenges his students to drop 10 shots
within 10 weeks.  These extraordinary results have
become standard at his academy.

“I experienced an awakening in my life since the
tsunami,” says Robins.  “I believe all of us have been
given the gift to play this game.  Since the tsunami,
it is as if the teaching is coming through me, not
from me.  It is a calling.”  ■
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G et to know PGA Teaching Professional Will Robins of Citrus
Heights, Calif., and you will discover what drove this engaging
native of Worcestershire, England, to build a highly successful

golf academy at Empire Ranch Golf Club in Folsom, Calif.


