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How to Use This Book 
 
There is no consensus in political philosophy about the order in which to introduce topics and we 
realize that the order we have chosen may diverge from the order that some instructors will 
prefer.  For that reason, the chapters in this book are designed to be substantially independent, 
and can be used in any order.  Although we occasionally refer to arguments from previous 
chapters to help students see connections, these references are not necessary to understand the 
material.  Our goal is to create a flexible tool that can be used in a variety of different ways.  
Some may teach straight through. Others may want to pair it with classic texts or case studies.   
 
There is, however, logic to the order of chapters.  Part 1 (chapters 1-4) examines the problem of 
authority, beginning with liberty and proceeding to democratic authority as a potential 
mechanism for restricting liberty.  We move from there to the question of why we are obligated 
to obey the law and finally in chapter 4 to political violence where we confront failure: political 
questions that must be settled outside of traditional political authority and obligations that must 
be enforced on people who fail to comply with them willingly. Part 2 (chapters 5-7) looks at core 
values in political philosophy (Equality, Justice, and the Public Good). These form the core of 
much political philosophy and help prepare students for more specific applications.  Part 3 
(Chapters 8-10) looks at more specific questions:  Who counts (chapter 8) explores boundary 



question regarding who deserves justice, including questions about animal rights, environmental 
ethics, and abortion.  Chapter 9 looks at the relationship of religion and politics.  Chapter 10 
addresses problems in political ethics.   
 
Our overall approach is to try to move from examples and cases to philosophical investigation of 
the questions those examples and cases raise.  Our hope is that the book will prepare students to 
have more thoughtful responses when the issues are discussed in class.  Our goal is to introduce 
the central issues in political philosophy in way that students will find both engaging and 
challenging.  
 

 
 


