
Mapping with Google Maps and Google 
Earth 

Google Maps: How to map species distribution polygons 
You can use Google Maps on the internet to create polygon maps and send these to the SSC.  Google 
Earth is a downloadable application that can be used with Google Maps, and species distribution map 
files can be opened in both applications as the data is stored and shared as a KML files. 
  
You can view maps on any computer but to start creating maps in Google maps, you need a Google 
account and create a user profile in Google.  You can create an account here: 
https://www.google.com/accounts/ManageAccount 
 
Creating a map 

1. Sign in or register with Google Maps http://maps.google.co.uk/ (or http://maps.google.com if 
you are in the USA). 

2. Got to the search menu and select “My maps”  and select “Create” 

 

3. Select “Untitled layer” to rename to the Genus_species, e.g. Panthera leo 

http://webhelp.esri.com/arcgisdesktop/9.3/index.cfm?topicname=why_share_gis_data_as_kml?
https://www.google.com/accounts/ManageAccount
http://maps.google.co.uk/
http://maps.google.com/


 

4. If there is already data available for the species you can ‘import’ data from CSV, KML, KMZ or 
GeoRSS, for more information visit: 
https://support.google.com/mymaps/answer/3024836?hl=en 

5. The tools for mapping are next to the navigation tools.  Select the polygon tool and zoom to the 
location of species occurrence. 

 

 

6. Click on the map to create the polygon.  Fill in the details for this polygon in the attribute box, 
e.g. 1,1,2 = Presence: 1, Origin: 1 and Seasonal:  1.  The description should contain the complier, 
citation and the year for that polygon. See appendix for the codes and their descriptions. 

https://support.google.com/mymaps/answer/3024836?hl=en


 

7. If the species has other distributions with different codes for presence, origin and seasonal 
these can also be mapped. By drawing another polygon as before. 
 

 
 

 
8. You can “Share” you maps with other people and alter the permission to allow the other 

collaborators edit or view the map or invite other people for verification.   

9. To export the file as a KML select the   next to “Add Layer” and “Share” and select Export to 
KML, save the file.  The file can now be used in Google Earth or saved on a computer. 
 



 
 

10. Select the species to export and tick the tick box to “Export to a .KML file instead of .KMZ”.  Then 
save file. 

 

Google Earth: How to map species distribution polygons 

1.  Download Google Earth from http://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/index.html and install the 
program. 

2.  Open Google Earth and if necessary use the Search Panel to zoom to the required location. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/index.html


3. Using the toolbar you can add a polygon: 

 
 

4. Enter the Genus_species into the Name of the polygon and in the description enter the presence, 
seasonal and origin codes and attributes required by IUCN minimum standards.  Draw the polygon by 
clicking and dragging. You can right click the mouse button to remove the last vertex or select a 
vertex to move it.  Select “OK”. 

 
 

5. To add second polygons to this species click the title of the polygon in the Places Panel, Add -> 
Polygon. 



 
 

6. Fill in the description with the attributes details and if required change the “Style, Color” of the 
polygon to make it easier to differentiate from the first polygon. 

 



7. The folder or polygon can be exported or emailed by right clicking the item and selecting Save Place 

As... 

 
 

 

 
 

Help Links 

Google Maps: video and tutorial for creating and sharing maps with Google Maps. 

Google Earth: Tutorials for beginners and all tutorials links with descriptions and videos. 

 
 
 

http://support.google.com/maps/bin/topic.py?hl=en&topic=1687289&parent=1687360&ctx=topic
http://www.google.com/earth/outreach/tutorials/annotate.html

