
“The ultimate goal is to preach the gospel. 
But the gospel is not simple to those whose 
background prevents them from 
understanding it. Today's global secular 
culture has erected a maze of mental 
barriers against even considering the 
biblical message.” 
– Nancy Pearcey, Saving Leonardo

Why are you a Christian? 
Why should anyone else be?

FAITH?

“In short, reason tells us that there is a God 
and that he has revealed such-and-such a 
truth; faith is then a matter of believing what 
reason has shown God to have revealed. In 
that sense faith is not only not at odds with 
reason but is grounded in reason.”  
– Dr. Edward Feser, Modern Biology  
and Original Sin, Part 2 (9/23/11)



PERSONAL TESTIMONY?

“As for the word you spoke to us in the name of Yahweh, we 
are not going to listen to you! Instead, we will do everything 
we said we would: burn incense to the queen of heaven and 
offer drink offerings to her just as we, our fathers, our kings, 
and our officials did in Judah’s cities and in Jerusalem’s streets. 
Then we had enough food and good things and saw no 
disaster, but from the time we ceased to burn incense to the 
queen of heaven and to offer her drink offerings, we have 
lacked everything, and through sword and famine we have 
met our end.” – Jer. 44:16-18 (HCSB)

GOOD DEEDS?
“For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising 
themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan 
disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no great thing if his 
servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their 
destiny will be according to their works.” – 2 Cor. 11:13-15 (HCSB)

Why should they believe us?

Why are you a Christian? 
Why should anyone else be?

BECAUSE 

IT’S TRUE!

We can be more effective ambassadors  
of Christ by learning apologetics 

and taking a tactical approach 
to our evangelism



APOLOGETICS [noun] 
 

The discipline which deals with a rational defense  
of Christianity; giving a reason  
or justification of one’s beliefs;  

use of evidences and sound reasoning  
to reach individuals for Christ

“…but honor the Messiah as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to 
give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you.” – 1 Peter 3:15 (HCSB)

“…since the weapons of our warfare are not worldly, but are 
powerful through God for the demolition of strongholds. We 
demolish arguments and every high-minded thing that is raised up 
against the knowledge of God, taking every thought captive to 
obey Christ.” – 2 Cor. 10:4-5 (HCSB)

1. TRUTH
‣ Truth is NOT: 

• Whatever works 
• Whatever is internally consistent 
• Whatever feels good 

‣ Truth IS: 
• Telling it like it is 
• That which corresponds to reality

APOLOGETICS OVERVIEW:

‣ The NATURE of Truth: 
• Absolute (True for all people, in all times, at all places) 
• Either Objective or Subjective (Not relative) 
• Exclusive 
• Discovered (Thus, truth is knowable) 
• Not affected by belief

1. TRUTH
APOLOGETICS OVERVIEW:

The Law of Noncontradiction 
‣ Opposite ideas cannot both be true at the same  

time and in the same sense 
• “I can’t speak a word of english.” 
• Results in a contradiction 

‣ Contradictions are necessarily false 
‣ Discover contradictions by applying  

the claim to itself

There is no truth!

Is THAT true?



You can’t know 
the truth!

How do you know 
THAT’S true?

There are no 
absolute truths!

Is THAT  
absolutely 
true?

That’s true for you 
but not for me!

Is THAT  
true for 
everyone?

You ought not judge!

Is THAT  
your judgement?

Science is our only 
means of finding truth!

Is THAT  
a scientific truth?

All religions are true!

Does THAT mean  
my religion, which  
says your religion  
is wrong, is true? 



THEISM 
(God made all)

PANTHEISM 
(God is all)

ATHEISM 
(No God at all)

2. GOD
APOLOGETICS OVERVIEW:

EXISTS THRU ITSELF

EXISTS THRU 
ANOTHER SELF-CAUSED

1. An apple exists 

2. Whatever is true of this apple is due to its essence or not 

3. Is existence part of what it means to be an apple? 

4. This apple is being caused to exist 

5. Whatever is causing this apple to exist exists  
through itself or is receiving its existence  
from another

6. There cannot be an infinite number of causes who 
are themselves receiving existence 

7. Therefore, there must exist an ultimate cause who’s  
essence IS existence (i.e. the “engine”) 

8. Whatever else is meant by “God,” we at least  
mean the self-existent cause of everything other  
than Himself (think “I AM” in Ex. 3:14)

‣ The NATURE of God: 
• God’s essence & existence are identical 

‣ Uncaused, Infinite Being (Unlimited) 
• Pure Being Itself/Simple/One 

‣ Unchangeable 
‣ Impossible to be more than one 

• Personal (A cause can’t give what it doesn’t have)

THEISM 
(God made all)

PANTHEISM 
(God is all)

ATHEISM 
(No God at all)


