
HERE’S WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT  
AVI SNYDER AND NEVER ASHAMED…

Not since Rebecca Pippert’s Out of the Saltshaker and Into the 
World twenty years ago have I come across a book that encour-
aged and motivated me evangelistically like Never Ashamed. With 
riveting stories from decades of witnessing to Jewish people, Avi 
Snyder melts away the fears that keep us silent when love demands 
we speak. Fun, practical, and timely.

—Jim Congdon 
Senior pastor, Topeka Bible Church

Never Ashamed is a fresh, winsome retelling of the biblical narra-
tive on evangelism. Through vivid analogy and personal story, Avi 
has crafted a compelling and inspiring case for personal witness. 
Reader beware, however: Never Ashamed is a deceptively simple, 
short book that will sneak up on the Christian spirit, reigniting a 
love for the lost and a passion for soul winning.

—R. York Moore 
Executive director, Catalytic Partnerships 

National evangelist and author

Avi Snyder peppers his teaching with parables/stories. Just like 
Jesus. He powerfully reminds us that the gospel is not simply 
“good” news; it is compelling, interesting, and, to use Avi’s new 
term, “provocative.” Never Ashamed is an overwhelming call to 
speak about Jesus, to tell the world that Jesus is believable and 
beautiful, to understand that we can trust the power of the seed. 
I have never felt more compelled and excited to share the gospel.

—Michael Card 
Author and composer



I have known Avi for almost twenty years. He reminds me of the 
apostle Paul. He lives what he is writing about. And he did this 
for over thirty years in different contexts and cultures. That is 
one of the reasons why he is such a wonderful storyteller. His sto-
ries are powerful illustrations of this much-needed message to us 
Christians, pastors, and churches, which can help us to overcome 
timidity, fears, and excuses when it comes to sharing the gospel. 
Avi does not write about methods of evangelism, but why sharing 
the gospel is such a divine necessity, and why the presentation of 
the gospel should be clear and provoke a response. Avi is aware of 
the timidity and fears of the human heart and knows the excuses 
and reasons that shut our mouths. Therefore, he describes the 
various fruits and joys of sharing the gospel, and why he and the 
early Christians felt compelled to do so. The book is convincing. 
Reading Avi’s book made me pray again: “Lord, fill my heart with 
your compassion for the lost.”

—Dr. Dietrich Kuhl 
Former international director, WEC International 

(Worldwide Evangelism for Christ)

Something I have observed in many of my friends who are Jewish 
believers is they are the most courageous, outrageous, and passion-
ate evangelists. Avi Snyder is one of these. I read Never Ashamed 
and couldn’t put it down. It makes compelling reading. It challenges 
the notion that social action is enough. It is not. Proclamation is 
what’s needed.

As Avi says, “The gospel must be communicated in love and with 
compassion. Why? Because the message itself is so cutting that 
it hardly needs any additional sharpening from us. The very first 
time that the Spirit filled the disciples, He filled them for no other 
reason than to empower them to proclaim. In other words, gospel 
proclamation was the very first manifestation of the Spirit’s filling. 
The gospel is not just good news. The gospel is urgent news.” 



If you are a reluctant evangelist, reading this book will inspire and 
encourage you to proclaim the gospel effectively and with a fresh 
sense of urgency.

—Julia Fisher 
Writer, broadcaster, director 

The Olive Tree Reconciliation Fund

Never Ashamed comes out of Avi Snyder’s international walk with 
Yeshua, and his passion to explain simply but powerfully how 
Messianic Jews and non-Jewish Christians should be bold in shar-
ing their faith in Yeshua. Filled with great stories, good humor, 
surprising ideas, and thought-provoking perspectives, Never 
Ashamed will provoke both laughter and reflection while inspiring 
readers to renew their commitment to bringing Yeshua’s salvation 
to Jews and non-Jews alike. 

—Dr. Byron Spradlin 
President, Artists in Christian Testimony International

Spread the word about Jesus! That is a life motto of Avi Snyder, 
who, with this book, continues and deepens his thoughts from 
Jews Don’t Need Jesus—and Other Misconceptions. When reading 
the pages of this new book, Never Ashamed: Stories of Sharing Faith 
with Scoffers and Skeptics, we hear above all else the voice of a heart 
that has experienced the love of God and cannot remain silent 
about it. Avi draws on the wealth of experience from decades of 
personal evangelization in several continents and cultures. All of 
this is served with that special pinch of Jewish humor with which 
the author spices his statements and brings weighty truths to his 
readers. What would he want from his readers and the history of 
the impact of his book? Perhaps that we say after reading, “We 
cannot keep silent about what we have seen and heard ourselves!”

—Klaus-Dieter Passon 
Editor-in-chief, Charisma Magazine, Germany



The gospel seems to be losing its weight in today’s society. The post-
modern or post-Christian world is not interested in being saved. 
But we Christians have a Jesus-given command to go and preach 
the gospel, and to make disciples of those who make a commitment 
to follow Jesus. Avi Snyder’s book reminds us of this mandate. The 
command is still active, not completed, not taken back. Read this 
book, feel Avi’s heart for sharing the gospel, and, as you go, be open 
to share the life-saving, life-changing message of the gospel! This 
book has challenged me, and I hope it will challenge you as well to 
share your faith—a faith that saves.

—Attila Kapocs 
Regional director, Operation Mobilisation, Central Europe

It gave me great pleasure to read the manuscript of Avi Snyder’s 
book Never Ashamed: Stories of Sharing Faith with Scoffers and 
Skeptics. I have known and held the author in respect for a number 
of years, becoming acquainted with him during his years of min-
istry in Hungary. His book commends itself for a number of rea-
sons. It contains a clear challenge for both Jewish and non-Jewish 
readers to be unashamedly outspoken about their faith in Jesus 
Christ and the need for everyone to repent and turn to Jesus for 
forgiveness of their sins and a new life. This call is much needed 
in our day and age, when efforts are being made more than ever 
to marginalize the Christian faith, to push Jesus Christ out of the 
public discussion, and to cancel or persecute people who speak out 
about Him. The gospel message is the only solution to mankind’s 
most fundamental problem, and Avi makes a strong case in his 
book for it being presented to all and sundry in compassionate and 
clearly understandable terms. This is the duty of every follower of 
the Messiah Jesus, Jewish and Gentile alike. In underpinning his 
arguments, Avi uses a plethora of quotes from both the Old and 
New Testaments of the Bible. His book is very readable; the dif-
ferent points the author makes are liberally illustrated by real-life 
examples taken from Avi’s own life and ministry as well as other 



sources. I am persuaded that readers of this book will be spiritu-
ally uplifted and derive from it a renewed impetus to go and share 
the gospel with friends, relatives, colleagues, and all.

—Dr. Ákos Bukovszky 
Head of the External Affairs Department,  

Baptist Union of Hungary

Whenever I encounter Avi, God stirs my heart with a renewed pas-
sion to share the good news about Jesus, or Yeshua. Never Ashamed 
has revitalized my courage and confidence to share Jesus. I espe-
cially enjoyed the chapter on the fruits that God produces when we 
share the gospel as it reminded me of God’s sovereignty through 
the gospel message. Each chapter uses biblical truth and winsome 
stories to build us up in our faith and our common responsibility 
to share Jesus with others. In a time when Christians tend to over-
complicate life in and through Jesus, Avi reminds us of the simple 
and straightforward truth of the Gospels. I will encourage every 
member of my church to read this book—and I look forward to 
the fruit it will bear for God’s kingdom.

—Rev. Dr. Rodney Woods 
City Temple, London

With wit, humor, and not a little passion, Avi Snyder distills the 
wisdom and experience of many years in this marvelous book. Avi’s 
ministry in the USA, Russia, and Germany will inform and chal-
lenge you as he shares his encounters and recollections. A great sto-
ryteller, Avi knows how to communicate. With honesty, humility, 
and empathy, he details the challenges and opportunities he has 
been given in following the call of his Messiah Jesus to share the 
good news with Israel and all nations. As a preacher, he brings 
Scripture alive, illustrating it with personal insights and the princi-
ples that have shaped his discipleship and witness. Read and enjoy!

—Dr. Richard Harvey 
Former academic dean, All Nations Christian College



I love to read. But I especially love to discover books that grip my 
soul and require me to pull out my yellow highlighter! It came out 
early into Avi Snyder’s book. As I read his compelling stories, his 
powerful biblical application, and his encouraging challenges, my 
heart was stirred. I experienced those “aha!” moments that excite 
me when I read a book that requires response from me. In one 
story, Avi is referred to as a “provocateur.” I agree. He is. So is 
his book. And I am so thankful God provoked me through Never 
Ashamed: Stories of Sharing Faith with Scoffers and Skeptics. 

—Lettie K. Whisman 
Author, God’s Extravagant Grace for Extraordinary Grief

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend” echoed in my mind as I read 
Never Ashamed. With the chutzpah of a veteran street evangelist, 
Avi Snyder walks up to those of us who are lost when it comes 
to sharing the gospel and says, “I have good news you desperately 
need to hear.” Through humor and storytelling, Snyder brings us 
to God’s Word to show us the reasons why we struggle and why 
that struggle is worth overcoming. In a day when so many voices 
in the church call us to self-care, Never Ashamed calls us back to 
God’s heart—care for the lost. Avi Snyder is the friend we all need.

—Dan Strull 
Congregation leader, Olive Tree Messianic Congregation, 

Chicago, IL
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DEDICATION

Dedicated to Ruth

The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms. 

—Deuteronomy 33:27 esv

Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” 
—John 21:12
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ONE

THAT DIRTY LITTLE WORD

Decades ago, I ministered for a while to an unsaved Jewish 
woman named Dora. She lived in a Jewish home for the aged. 
She was over one hundred years old, had a clear mind, and 
claimed to be a Marxist. In fact, she’d taken part in Lenin’s 
October 1917 Revolution before immigrating to the United 
States sometime in the 1920s. She kept her room at the nursing 
home in good Soviet order. The only sprawl came from socialist 
publications that she liberally strewed about. But despite her 
political leanings, she had a strong Jewish identity and a genuine 
interest in Jesus. So she welcomed me very warmly whenever I 
came by to talk with her about the “dialectics” of faith. 

However, she had a problem with me. One day, she said, 
“Avi, I know what you believe, but I don’t really know who or 
what you are. What are you, Avi? What do you do?” 
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I shrugged. “Well, Dora, I have discussions about Jesus with 
people like you. I write articles. I organize meetings. I hand out 
literature on the streets.”

Suddenly, a look of total comprehension flashed across her 
face. “Ahh,” she exhaled. “You’re a provocateur.” 

I nodded and smiled. “That’s right, Dora. I’m a provocateur.” 

BEING A PROVOCATEUR FOR JESUS 

Generally speaking, we don’t view the words “provoke” and 
“provocation” in a very positive light. We think of them as dirty 
words—and for good reason. In biblical times, we Jews repeat-
edly provoked the Lord to anger by following after the false 
gods of the gentiles. But there’s a sense in which provocation 
can be seen as something proper and good. Paul alludes to that 
sense in the eleventh chapter of his letter to the Romans, when 
he speaks of provoking us, his fellow Jews, to jealousy, so that we 
might come to faith in the Lord. 

There’s a difference between needling people to  
get under their skin and passionately imploring them to 

wrestle with gospel truths.

Context is everything, of course. There’s a difference 
between needling people just for the sake of getting under their 
skin and passionately imploring a person to wrestle with what 
you have to say. Biblical provocation arises from that earnest, 
second type of plea. 

A number of features make up what we might easily call 
a biblically provocative testimony. In fact, quite a few of those 
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features can be found clustered together in one particular pas-
sage of Scripture—the fortieth chapter of the book of Isaiah. 
But, oddly enough, many people fail to associate the first of 
those features with an upfront and unashamed declaration of 
the good news. That feature is compassion. A biblically provoc-
ative testimony is grounded in God’s measureless compassion 
for the lost.

A biblically provocative testimony is grounded in God’s 
measureless compassion for the lost.

The Isaiah passage begins:

“Comfort, comfort My people,” says your God. “Speak 
kindly to Jerusalem; and call out to her, that her warfare 
has ended, that her guilt has been removed, that she has 
received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”   
 (Isaiah 40:1–2)

Taken together, those three exhortations—to comfort, to 
speak kindly, and to call out— encapsulate one of the most 
extravagant characteristics of the Lord: His infinite and burning 
compassion for the lost. A biblically provocative testimony wells 
up from that very compassion. It’s the same compassion Yeshua 
felt for the crowd of people who desperately ran ahead of His 
boat when He and the twelve apostles headed off for a secluded 
place and a time of rest. (See Mark 6:31–33.) We’re told, “When 
Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and He felt compassion 
for them” (verse 34)—so much so that He delayed the apostles’ 
time of rest and spent the entire day teaching the crowd instead. 
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Why such a strong compassion? The text explains: “Because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd.”

SHEEP NEED A SHEPHERD

I grew up in New York City, and as a child, I knew noth-
ing about sheep. But later, I built a friendship with a man who 
had spent his youth on a ranch in rural Texas. He told me that 
sheep aren’t very smart. They can’t find their own food or water, 
and they don’t even know enough to seek shelter in the midst of 
a deadly blizzard. My friend also told me that sheep are com-
pletely defenseless. They can’t run very fast, and they have no 
teeth or claws with which to protect themselves from predators. 
Without a shepherd, sheep die either from the elements, from 
starvation, or from the wolves.

When Jesus looked upon the crowd, what kind of people 
did He see? Were they smart or ignorant? Were they wealthy 
or poor? Were they upright or ungodly? It doesn’t matter. Jesus 
saw only one kind of people: dying people. “He felt compassion 
for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He 
began to teach them many things” (Mark 6:34).

COMPASSION FUELED PAUL’S PASSION

Have you ever wondered what might have fueled the apostle 
Paul’s provocative, relentless pursuit of the salvation of us, his 
kinsman according to the flesh, even though many of us sought 
his death? Undoubtedly, he saw us through the Savior’s eyes and 
experienced the same intense compassion that resided in the 
Savior’s heart. That compassion isn’t natural. It’s supernatural, 
and it’s given to those who ask. But once it’s bestowed, it cannot 
be contained.
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I know a woman named Paula. One morning during an out-
reach in Budapest, she asked the Lord to grant her the grace 
to see people the way He saw them, to taste just a portion of 
the compassion that He felt for the people she was about to 
encounter on the streets. Later, she told me what happened. 
When she stepped outside, she found herself so overwhelmed 
at the sight of the people that she sat down on the curb and 
wept. That morning, Paula spoke with every person she met and 
introduced four of them to the Lord. 

A biblically provocative testimony wells up from a desire 
that all may hear so that none might perish. A biblically provoc-
ative testimony mirrors God’s burning compassion for the lost 
and offers a genuine word of comfort and hope.

A biblically provocative testimony offers a genuine word  
of comfort and hope.

God tells us through Isaiah, “Comfort, comfort My people…
her guilt has been removed.”

Leslie was twenty-five years old, and she was dying. The 
doctors had given her about a month to live. I sat at the foot 
of her bed, and we talked about unimportant matters for a few 
minutes. At one point, she asked, more out of courtesy than 
anything else, “So how are things with you?”

I smiled wanly, “Life’s a tempest.”

“Really?” she asked with mock interest. “What tempests are 
you dealing with?”

“They’re nothing compared to yours,” I said, softly and hon-
estly. Then I asked, “So how can I be praying for you?”
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HEALING IS SUCH A MINOR MIRACLE

Apparently, my question gave her the emotional permission 
to drop her stoic front. She lowered her head and sobbed very 
deeply. I sat quietly and let her weep. After a short while, she 
stared rather sharply at me and asked point blank, “Can your 
Jesus heal me?”

I thought for a moment. Then I said, “Yes, if He wants to. 
But that’s such a minor miracle.”

Leslie looked surprised. “How is that a minor miracle?” she 
asked. “I’m dying.”

I answered her, softly but directly. “It’s a minor miracle 
because you’re still going to die. Everyone dies. But there’s a 
major miracle that He’ll always perform whenever we ask.”

“What miracle?”

“He’ll forgive our sins, and He’ll grant us the gift of eternal 
life.” 

I explained the good news. There is hope, and there is rescue, 
if we’ll seize it. God waits for us to acknowledge that we’ve been 
wrong so that He can forgive and rescue us from the hopeless-
ness to which we’ve succumbed. 

“One way or the other, Jesus wants to carry you through 
this turmoil,” I told Leslie. “If you ask Him to forgive you, He’ll 
forgive you. He’ll stay with you now, and He’ll bring you to 
Himself whenever your life finally ends. If you ask Him to heal 
you as well, maybe He’ll say yes, and maybe you’ll live another 
sixty years. Or maybe He’ll say no, and maybe you’ll die in a 
month. But if you die in a month, I’ll be jealous.” 
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Once again, my words startled her. “Why would you be jeal-
ous?” she asked.

“Because you’ll get to see Him before I do, and that’s not 
entirely fair.”

So, Leslie prayed with me. First, we asked the Lord to for-
give her, and He did. Then we asked Him to heal her, and He 
didn’t. She died within the month.

Leslie is a lot happier right now than either you or me. She’s 
rejoicing in the very presence of the Lord. You and I are still 
trying to keep our footing in the midst of our tempests.

No one could offer Leslie any hope. Neither the doctors, 
nor the nurses, nor the therapists, nor even the rabbi who regu-
larly stopped in to visit patients at the hospital. At best, friends 
offered her meaningless platitudes, words of sterile consolation. 
And while the doctors just wrote her off, the attending nurses 
simply did their best to make her comfortable. 

Leslie needed much more.

A biblically provocative testimony offers a genuine word of 
comfort and a genuine word of hope by declaring a single mes-
sage: the gospel.

A biblically provocative testimony declares a single 
message: the gospel.

Later in that same chapter from Isaiah, God commands 
His messengers to deliver the good news. (See Isaiah 40:9.) It’s 
the good news that our warfare with God can be ended and our 
iniquity can be removed. (See verse 2.) It’s the good news that 
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though we’re His enemies, we can be reconciled to God through 
the sacrifice of His Son. (See Romans 5:10.) That’s a provocative 
message; we don’t like being told that we’re at war with God. 
But we are.

SLAVES TO OUR NATURE

We’re born with disobedient, rebellious hearts, and we 
practice that rebellion against God all of our lives. As a result 
of our waywardness, we spend the journey of our lives in point-
less wandering. Nothing satisfies us; every endeavor becomes 
an exercise of chasing after the wind. (See Ecclesiastes.) And 
even if we long to change our lives, we can’t. We’re enslaved to 
our nature no matter how many seminars we attend, or how 
many well-intentioned resolutions we make. Finally, we die, 
and if we haven’t received Jesus as our Savior, we enter a con-
scious eternity cut off from God—an existence so horrific that 
Isaiah can only describe it with nightmarish images, calling it a 
place where “their worm will not die and their fire will not be extin-
guished” (Isaiah 66:24).

We need to be rescued. We need to be freed from the power 
that a disobedient heart exercises over our daily lives, and we 
need to be delivered from the ultimate and eternal divorce from 
God that our rebellion deserves. Because of His limitless love 
for us, this is precisely what God set out to do.

When Yeshua died on the cross, He took upon Himself the 
punishment of God that I deserve and that you deserve. As He 
hung on a cross, dying, He cried out, “My God, My God, why 
have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34). Why 
those words from Psalm 22:1? Because in that moment, He 
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experienced the agony of being utterly forsaken by the Father. 
And He screamed.

That should have been my scream. And that should have 
been your scream. But He loves us so passionately that He will-
ingly endured that agony on our behalf so that we might never 
have to utter that scream. Then He rose from the dead so that 
He can pardon us as soon as we come to our senses and repent.

YESHUA RESCUES US FROM BANISHMENT

When we ask Him to forgive us, He rescues us from the 
eternal banishment of God that we deserve, and He places His 
own Holy Spirit within us so that we can live the kind of lives 
that please and glorify Him. Now we can say with King David, 
“Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 
shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever” (Psalm 23:6 esv). 
That goodness, mercy, and gift of eternal life in the house of the 
Lord become our own the moment we trust what Jesus accom-
plished for us and repent of our sin. This is the message that a 
biblically provocative testimony unashamedly puts forth.

One should never be ashamed to share the biblically 
provocative testimony that Jesus can give us eternal life.

Once, in Essen, Germany, a young punk rocker named Sara 
approached me with her eyes glued to the words on my shirt: 
Juden für Jesus. She stopped about an arm’s length away from 
me, cautiously stretched out her hand, and then slowly glided 
her fingers across the words on my chest.

“Can this be true?” she asked softly.
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“Do you want it to be true?” I asked back.

Her eyes began to fill with tears. “I want it to be true so 
much,” she said.

“It’s true,” I told her. Later that week, Sara gave her heart to 
the Lord.

In Isaiah 40:9, we’re told, “Go up on a high mountain” to 
spread the good news. In the same fashion, Yeshua told His 
disciples: 

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot 
be hidden; nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are 
in the house. Your light must shine before people in such a 
way that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven.  (Matthew 5:14–16)

When John the Baptist came out of the Judean desert, he 
wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt. His clothes 
symbolized a calling; John claimed to be a messenger in the 
order of God’s Old Testament prophets. And to make certain 
that everyone understood that claim, he described himself by 
using the very words that we find in Isaiah 40. When asked who 
he was, John replied, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilder-
ness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said” 
(John 1:23 esv; compare Isaiah 40:3). 

By wearing those distinctive clothes, John deliberately called 
attention to his presence and his purpose, even before he spoke 
a single word. By his very clothing, he declared, “Take note of 
me!”
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TAKING A COURAGEOUS, NOTICEABLE STAND

In the very beginning of the Jews for Jesus movement, we 
were—and still are—very outspoken about who we are (Jews) 
and who we are for (Jesus). Our commitment to “outing” our-
selves and putting forth a visible, provocative testimony accom-
plished many goals. It expressed our solidarity with our people, 
even if some or many of them wished to cast us off. It demon-
strated a determination to take a courageous stand, whether we 
felt especially courageous or not. It made the statement that we 
belonged to a discernable movement, amassing numbers and 
momentum.

Our visibility inspired, even provoked, non-Jewish believers 
to take an equally forthright stand for the faith. Other believers 
in Jesus thought, If these Jews can openly proclaim their faith with-
out fear or shame, then what’s stopping us?

Skeptics would chide us, saying things like, “Jews for Jesus? 
Isn’t that like vegetarians for meat or sex fiends for virginity?” 
But the sense of dissonance that our visible presence provoked 
couldn’t help but have an immediate impact. We arrested atten-
tion for the sake of the gospel wherever we went. No one turned 
a blind eye or a deaf ear. Everyone took note. Seekers could 
easily find us because of our accessibility, while the opposition 
we encountered only served to call greater attention to the state-
ment we were putting out.

In a word, our visibility created a no-lose situation wherever 
we went.

During a street campaign in Berlin, Germany, I watched as 
a young Palestinian women caught sight of the words Jews for 
Jesus in German and Hebrew on the shirt of a young colleague 
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of mine from Israel. The women flew into a rage. “I want Israel 
to be erased!” she screamed. “I want Israelis to be erased!” 

My coworker, Dani, placed his palm on his chest and asked, 
“Do you want this Israeli to be erased?” The softness of his voice 
caught her off guard, and she fell silent. Dani spoke into the 
pause. “You and I aren’t enemies,” he told her. “We’re family. 
That’s why we pray for you as much as we pray for our own.” A 
brief back-and-forth exchange followed his words. The woman 
found it hard to talk and even harder to listen, but she did both. 
At the end of the conversation, she took Dani’s gospel literature, 
stared at it for a moment, and then put it into her pocket and 
walked on.

Someday, Dani and I will know the final outcome of that 
encounter. But for now, we know this much: she heard the most 
important message that she’ll ever hear in her life. The opportu-
nity arose because Dani had made himself visible.

Am I advocating that all believers wear distinctive clothing? 
No. Am I advocating that all believers “come out of the closet” 
in one way or another? Yes. 

CAN PEOPLE BE SECRET BELIEVERS?

The visibility built into the act of biblical provocation raises 
some uncomfortable questions. Can people really be secret 
believers? If yes, then can they remain secret believers indefi-
nitely? If all of us are called to be witnesses in some way, then 
how can we fulfill that call if we keep our faith completely and 
permanently under wraps?

We can’t. The timing and manner of our open identifica-
tion with the Lord must be an individual matter. And we need 
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to weigh and accept the severity of the consequences we’ll face, 
especially when our open identification endangers our very 
lives. But ultimately, that open identification must take place, 
regardless of the cost. All of us must, in some manner, get up on 
a high mountain and let our light shine.

A biblically provocative testimony requires us to get up on 
the mountain, to mount the uncomfortable platform of open 
association with the Lord. We must stand upon the Rock of our 
salvation, not just theologically, but visibly as well. 

And once we step onto that plateau, we find ourselves shoul-
dering another crucial responsibility—the responsibility to 
speak. 

A biblically provocative testimony possesses  
a voice that is willing to loudly declare an open 

association with the Lord.

I found myself alone on Christmas Day in Budapest in 2013. 
The staff had the day off, and for some reason, my wife Ruth was 
away, perhaps at a women’s conference—I don’t really recall. I 
decided to travel into the center of the city, just to get out of our 
empty flat. I didn’t expect to encounter anyone on the streets; 
it was, after all, Christmas Day. But I took a few hundred of 
my tracts with me just the same. When I exited the metro at 
the Blaha Lujza station and walked back up to the street level, 
I came upon a sight that I hardly expected to see. About five 
hundred men, women, and children, mostly Roma (Gypsies) 
and “street people,” stood dutifully in line, waiting for a make-
shift holiday soup kitchen to open up. A small combo played 



34  Never Ashamed

traditional Christmas melodies. Good-looking young men and 
women were readying the soup and slicing the bread.

But one piece of this idyllic scene marred the entire picture. 
The soup kitchen organizers had hung a banner between two 
trees, wishing people happy holidays from the local chapter of 
Hare Krishna, a Hindu sect. 

Suddenly, I understood why I’d felt compelled to bring 
along my tracts.

RAISE YOUR VOICE FORCEFULLY

Believers in Jesus aren’t the only people who can care for 
people’s needs. But believers are the only people who can offer 
God’s message of eternal life.

Isaiah says, “Raise your voice forcefully…Say to the cities of 
Judah, ‘Here is your God!’” (Isaiah 40:9).

Do you remember the story about Moses and the burning 
bush? We know from the biblical account that the Lord cap-
tured Moses’s attention through a very visible manifestation of 
His presence.

The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire 
from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the 
bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not being con-
sumed.  (Exodus 3:2)

Not only did the Lord arrest Moses’s attention, He provoked 
his curiosity as well. Moses told himself, “I must turn aside and 
see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burning up!” (verse 3). 

Moses climbed the mountain, and then God’s voice called 
out to him from the midst of the bush. In other words, God 
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spoke. The rest of Exodus 3 and most of chapter 4 record the 
monumental, history-changing conversation that took place.

But what if no conversation had occurred? Would Moses 
have been able to glean just from the miraculous sight of the 
burning bush that God wanted him to confront Pharaoh and 
deliver us from our bondage in Egypt? No. Without the conver-
sation, the purpose of the sign meant nothing. God’s presence 
in the bush required an explanation. God’s message for Moses 
needed a voice.

And so does the gospel message. It must be verbalized if 
people are to understand what God wants from them. 

Of course, verbal and vocal aren’t necessarily the same thing. 
Communication may be verbal, but it might not be audible at 
all. A message can be written, signed, or depicted in any number 
of nonvocal ways. But whether it’s carried by sound, sign, image, 
or text, it must be communicated through words or symbols 
that convey concrete meaning and sense. 

In recent years, it’s become popular for some believers 
to advocate a silent, nonverbal testimony of lifestyle in which 
people live out the gospel message rather than share it through 
any words. A quote ascribed to Saint Francis of Assisi is often 
cited for support: “Preach the gospel at all times. Use words if 
necessary.”

There are at least two problems with this quote. The first is 
the fact that St. Francis never uttered those words. According 
to the Franciscans themselves, that famous quote cannot be 
found either in Francis’ writing or in any of his early biogra-
phies. But more importantly, the alleged quote reveals a basic 
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misunderstanding of the very nature of the gospel message 
itself—namely, that the good news is a content-driven message.

In a sense, there are two types of messages in the realm of 
communication: those that are driven forward by content, and 
those that are driven forward by conduct. In many ways, paren-
tal love is a conduct-driven message. Children understand that 
they’re loved because of their parents’ conduct long before they 
understand the meaning of the words of love that their parents 
shower upon them. But a content-driven message consists of spe-
cific information that must be shared.

The good news is a content-driven message of specific 
information that must be shared.

Suppose I must fly from Budapest to Warsaw tomorrow 
morning on Europa Airlines flight 123, leaving from Budapest 
at 09:40 hours. I have to check in either online or at the termi-
nal, and I have to arrive at the right airport on the right date 
and at the right time. I must pass through security control and 
get to the correct gate no later than ten minutes before the flight 
departs. And for the sake of drama, let’s say that my life depends 
upon my being on that particular flight. Can someone’s lifestyle 
or conduct bring me to the right airport at the right time on 
the right date? No, not unless that conduct includes the verbal 
communication of the content that I need to know.

The gospel message is a content-driven message—and our 
lives depend on it. It must be communicated through words that 
make sense to those who read or hear this message. Otherwise, 
it has no meaning. 
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Have you noticed that when the Bible commands men and 
women to communicate God’s message to others, that com-
mand is almost always expressed with verbs such as speak, say, 
tell, proclaim, and declare? Paul himself reminds us, “Faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). 
If a testimony of good deeds were good enough, if lifestyle alone 
were sufficient for communicating the good news, then the Lord 
wouldn’t have bothered to give us His Word.

PEOPLE NEED MORE THAN GOOD WORKS

But didn’t Jesus tell us, “Your light must shine before people 
in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16)? Yes, He did. However, 
this exhortation presumes that people will connect the conduct 
of good works to the content of the message that gave rise to 
those good works. Without the message, people will interpret 
the meaning of those good works in whatever way they want. 
That hardly leads to the Father being glorified.

But isn’t there a relationship between the content of the 
message and the conduct of the one who carries it? Yes, a very 
crucial relationship. Conduct brackets the content. The Lord 
may use our conduct to draw people to the content, and He may 
use our conduct to confirm that the content is true. But the con-
tent must be present and put forth.

Perhaps one of the most moving examples of this bracket-
ing principle is recorded in Mark 2, when Yeshua healed the 
paralytic man. Four men came to Him, carrying a friend on 
a stretcher. They came in anticipation of a healing. But before 
performing the miracle, Jesus made an audacious claim. He 
turned to the man and said, “Son, your sins are forgiven” (verse 
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5). The text itself goes on to explain precisely why He then per-
formed the miracle of healing the man. He told His opponents 
who stood nearby, “So that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins” (Mark 2:10).

Had Jesus merely healed the man, no one in the crowd 
would have understood from the act alone that Jesus had the 
authority to forgive sins. His silence would have given them 
the freedom to give the miracle whatever meaning they chose. 
In their wonder, they might have revered Jesus as a remarkable 
miracle worker, but nothing more.

Jesus wanted more—much more. He wanted them to know 
that He had the power to forgive their sins, and He wanted 
them to know that He possessed a prerogative that His detrac-
tors correctly acknowledged as belonging to God alone. In short, 
Jesus wanted the people to grapple with who He is as well as 
what He can do. First, He spoke. Then, He performed a lesser 
miracle of healing to confirm that a greater miracle of forgive-
ness had taken place. He used a miracle that they could see to 
confirm the reality of a miracle that He declared, but the latter 
remained hidden from their sight.

Jesus confirmed the claims of His lips with the conduct of 
His life. And so must we. Yes, our lives should stand as living 
proof that what we believe and what we declare is true. But we 
still need to declare and explain. We must give verbal testimony 
to what we know to be true. 

A biblically provocative testimony requires courage to 
declare what we know to be true.
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To be honest, I don’t remember feeling either especially 
frightened or especially courageous. I simply stared at the 
long line of people bordering the perimeter of Red Square in 
Moscow. It was May 1990, and the Soviet Union was falling 
apart. My wife and I had brought a probe team to the USSR 
to explore the possibility of starting a ministry there. When we 
came to Red Square, we saw a line of a thousand or more people, 
dutifully waiting for a turn to enter Lenin’s Mausoleum. They’d 
come to pay homage to a dead revolutionary. They needed to 
hear about a living Redeemer. 

I started to hand out literature to the people standing qui-
etly in line, but I didn’t get a chance to share very much. Within 
just a few moments, a Soviet guard grabbed the material from 
my hands and demanded in Russian, “Shto eta takoi!?”—that 
is, “What is this?” My colleague, Liza Terini, rushed to my 
aid. “It’s good news,” she answered warmly in Russian. “Read 
it, please.” The guard quickly scanned the words on the paper, 
smiled sardonically, cast a cautious glance over his shoulder, and 
then positioned the five of us throughout Red Square so that we 
could distribute the literature more quickly and efficiently.

DO NOT BE AFRAID!

Hundreds of times throughout the Bible, God tells us—
through His prophets, angels, or some other means—to choose 
courage. As early as Genesis 15, we read:

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, 
“Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; your reward 
shall be very great.”  (Genesis 15:1)
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We need to deal honestly with three facts about our fear. 
First, fear is pervasive, even after we’ve believed. Paul told his 
son in the faith, Timothy, that God has not given us a spirit of 
fear. (See 2 Timothy 1:7.) But Paul’s exhortation itself speaks of 
the lingering reality of fear in Timothy’s life. Fear doesn’t want 
to let go. It clings to us, like a chronic disease. 

Second, though fear lingers and tugs, we mustn’t succumb 
to its pull. We’re repeatedly commanded not to submit to fear, 
but to oppose it with our faith in God. We can obey that com-
mandment more readily if we remember that “fearless” doesn’t 
necessarily describe our feelings; it describes our actions. Even 
when we feel frightened, we can still act in a courageous way. 

And third, we need to understand that we commit a severe 
error whenever we choose a course of action that’s based on our 
fear of any opposition that we may face. By definition, acting 
courageously means that we choose to do what’s correct in 
God’s sight, regardless of what it might cost us when we obey. 

What if Moses had failed to muster the courage to confront 
Pharaoh and demand that he let God’s people go? (See Exodus 
5:1.) What if Nathan had failed to muster the courage to con-
front David over his adultery and murder? (See 2 Samuel 12:9.) 
These two incidents ended well for the messengers who found 
the courage to speak. But that’s not always the case. It didn’t end 
well for Isaiah, Jeremiah, Stephen, or James.

The Bible and post-biblical history are filled with the exam-
ples of men and women who died for acting with biblical cour-
age. To this day, I don’t know why the five of us on that Moscow 
probe team in 1990 weren’t hauled away, never to be heard from 
again. Acting with godly courage might not have a happy ending. 
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But that doesn’t matter. Yeshua has called us to proclaim the 
good news, so speaking out with courage is what matters. 

BE COURAGEOUS, NOT RECKLESS

Granted, there is a difference between godly courage and 
reckless, worldly showmanship. Reckless behavior seeks to 
garner praise and adoration for ourselves. Courage seeks to do 
the right thing. Knowing what’s right is the key. Certainly, there 
will be times when the right course is a prudent, cautious way 
forward. But not always. And we’ll never determine the right 
course of action if we’re committed to avoiding all danger at any 
cost.

God never promised us the absence of danger, just the 
assurance of ultimate security in the midst of any danger we 
may confront. “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
tribulation, or trouble, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?” (Romans 8:35). No. 

Nowhere are we commanded to avoid danger or flee from 
its presence because of fear. Just imagine how much further the 
gospel might be advanced through our labors and in our very 
lives if we cultivated the habit of pressing on in the fear of the 
Lord, rather than falling back because of our fear of man.

A biblically provocative testimony highlights the gospel’s 
relevance to a lost and hopeless world.

“Behold your God,” Isaiah cries. (See Isaiah 40:9 esv.)

I grew up in a typical Jewish home. We weren’t against 
Jesus, just wary. My family, friends, and I knew that He was one 
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of our own…but that was about it. And while we didn’t know 
the gospel message, we did know Christian history as it relates 
to us Jews. The Crusades. The Inquisition. The pogroms. The 
church’s silence during the Holocaust. We knew what had been 
done to us throughout the centuries by people who claimed 
to be His followers, but who despised the very people—His 
people!—whom He loves and longs to save.

Long before postmodernism gave us the accommodating 
phrase, “That’s your truth,” we kept Jesus at bay by pointing 
out that whoever He might be, He simply wasn’t for us. “Jesus 
is fine for you, but we’re Jewish,” we would explain. Those two 
words, “We’re Jewish,” conveyed it all: Jesus didn’t apply to us. 
He wasn’t relevant.

A biblically provocative testimony will invariably make the 
claim that Jesus is relevant to everyone, Jew and non-Jew alike. 
His message becomes a compelling issue that we cannot ignore. 
We have to deal with what He said and who He claimed to be. 
He is relevant to all of us because He is our God.

THE GOSPEL IS RELEVANT

Sometimes we mistakenly talk about the need to make the 
gospel relevant. I know what we mean, but we should guard 
ourselves against sloppy terminology that actually devalues 
the good news. To say that we need to make the gospel rele-
vant is like saying that we need to make the gospel true. We 
don’t need to do either—because the gospel is relevant, and 
the gospel is true. Rather, we need to find the best ways to help 
people understand that the gospel is relevant, true, and neces-
sary for their lives. That’s a matter of methodology, of finding 
the right methods and means that accurately communicate the 
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message and highlight its relevance to the lives of those who 
hear it.

Methodologies will always change. But the message never 
changes, nor does its relevance ever fade. 

A biblically provocative testimony denies us the luxury of 
dismissing the gospel as irrelevant. We’re compelled to behold 
our God. “Behold…Behold…Behold…” (Isaiah 40:9–10 esv).

A biblically provocative testimony will  
always call for a response.

Just a few scant days after our deliverance from Egypt, we 
faced a horrifying and seemingly insurmountable challenge. 
Pharaoh’s army and six hundred of his choicest chariots were 
racing down upon us, and they weren’t coming out to talk. In an 
absolute panic, we cried out to Moses. But the words we hurled 
at him sounded less like a plea for help and more like a bitter, 
terror-filled wail of hopeless regret:

They said to Moses, “Is it because there were no graves in 
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? 
Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of 
Egypt?”  (Exodus 14:11)

In a moment of what can only be described as God-given 
grace and patience, Moses overlooked our accusation and said, 
“Do not fear! Stand by and see [behold] the salvation of the Lord, 
which He will perform for you today” (verse 13). Then, upon God’s 
command, Moses stretched out his shepherd’s rod and caused 
the Red Sea to part in two.
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We know how the incident ended, of course. The children 
of Israel crossed the sea on dry ground and arrived safely on the 
other side. But when the Egyptians pursued us, God collapsed 
the waters upon them, and they drowned.

What if we’d responded to the parted sea in a different fash-
ion? What if we’d merely taken note of the means of salvation 
in front of us, but had failed to step out in faith onto the dry 
riverbed? We would have died. We had to respond with faith by 
moving out. A biblically provocative testimony calls for people 
to respond.

God has never been in the business of simply putting out 
information for the sake of keeping people in the loop. Rather, 
His intention and desire have always been to elicit a response—
specifically, the response of coming back to Him. He calls out, 
“Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 45:22). 
Turning is our response to His call. Saving is His response to our 
turning back to Him.

Paul explained to the Athenians, “God is now proclaiming 
to mankind that all people everywhere are to repent” (Acts 17:30). 
God’s intention hasn’t changed. A biblically provocative testi-
mony calls us to respond in faith. 

God’s intention hasn’t changed. A biblically provocative 
testimony calls us to respond in faith.

An honest and up-front offering of our faith will invariably 
strike many as provocative, which can be especially discomfort-
ing for those of us who possess a more introverted tempera-
ment. I often marvel over the fact that God chose to call me into 
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a ministry that has always prioritized an open presentation of 
the good news. But I marvel even more over the grace that He’s 
always given me in every uncomfortable situation. And I’ve dis-
covered to my delight that a steady, gentle, and even self-effacing 
voice in an awkward situation can be the most effective voice 
of all. But this shouldn’t really surprise us if we remember that 
gentleness is a manifestation of the fruit of His Spirit, and that 
“a soft answer turns away wrath” (Proverbs 15:1 esv). 

“Soft” and “silent” are not synonymous. Neither are “sincere” 
and “strident.” We can be quiet and compelling. But whether 
we’re loud or soft, we mustn’t be ashamed. We simply need to 
remember that an unashamed stance will always strike some-
one as provocative, no matter how gentle our posture and words 
might be. That truth actually gives us private types something 
of an edge. Our temperaments allow us to be clear but not over-
bearing. By nature, we’re happy to let the message itself do all 
the heavy work.

THE GREATEST PROVOCATEUR 

Without a doubt, the greatest provocateur was, and is, the 
Messiah Himself, Yeshua, Jesus of Nazareth. 

He provoked us by the way He invaded history. To be born 
of a virgin guaranteed that His life would always be scandalized 
by doubts about the propriety of His conception.

He provoked us with the company He kept and the people 
He called—not just fishermen, tax collectors, adulterers, and 
prostitutes, but Galileans! (Located far north of Jerusalem, 
Galilee was considered to be the most pagan of the Jewish 
provinces.)
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He provoked us with the miracles He performed. He healed 
on the Sabbath. He cleansed a leper by touching him without 
making Himself unclean. He restored a blind man’s sight by 
creating living tissue out of clay. 

He provoked us with the manner in which He taught, citing 
no authority other than His own.

He provoked us by unilaterally forgiving sins, a prerogative 
reserved for God.

He provoked us by raising people from the dead without 
asking God either for permission or assistance.

He provoked us by calling Himself “Lord of the Sabbath” 
(Matthew 12:8), “the bread of life…come down from heaven” 
(John 6:35, 38), the One to whom the Law and Prophets point 
(see Luke 24:44), and the only way to the Father (see John 14:6).

He provoked us by making the unmistakable and unaccept-
able claim, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).

Once we allow ourselves to look candidly at the Gospel 
accounts, we’re forced to ask: Is there anything, anywhere, in 
the claims and conduct of Yeshua that isn’t provocative?

Jesus provokes us today. He provokes those of us who hav-
en’t yet believed and repented to deal with His claims and His 
works, regardless of what it might cost, and regardless of what 
people might think. He provokes those of us who have believed 
and repented to stand openly for Him without fear or shame, to 
put the obligation of following Him above every other commit-
ment and relationship, to die to ourselves and live only for Him. 
If anyone stands guilty of being a provocateur, it’s Jesus. 

Perhaps provocation isn’t such a dirty word after all.
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What happens when we present the gospel in a loving but 
direct, forthright, even provocative manner? Quite a lot. Let me 
tell you a story…




