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FOREWORD

I love to hear my husband preach. I guess it’s not only because I’m 
his wife but also because of his unique perspective on just about 
everything. Even when I don’t agree with him, I appreciate the way he 
makes me think and understand the origins of my thinking—which 
I’ve learned are just as important as the conclusions I reach. Ever since 
Johnny began his research on the subject of societal reformation for 
this book, he and I have had many hours and even days of conversa-
tions about the way our generation of Christians tends to think and 
where that way of thinking has come from—the motivation behind 
our conclusions. As Johnny will clearly communicate in The Seven 
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Mountain Renaissance, he found a strong correlation between the pre-
vailing mind-sets of the Christian founding fathers of America and the 
current beliefs that many present-day Christians hold concerning the 
latest hot topics and issues of our time. I’ve learned more from these 
conversations and the pages of this book than I have from a lifetime of 
hearing and reading the words of other Christian and secular speakers, 
authors, and political analysts.

What Are Our Options?
Regarding the behavior of the world and how “bad” it’s getting, it 

seems we’ve basically been offered two options by our Christian lead-
ers: (1) enter the fight to go back to our supposed godly roots and hope 
there’s still a chance for that to happen or (2) keep to ourselves, hun-
ker down when necessary, and hope “they” don’t steal too many of our 
rights. Could there be another option? You’re about to hear Johnny 
answer that question with a resounding “Yes!” Be prepared to hear a 
perspective that’s truly fresh and authentically hopeful, one that will 
make you exclaim, “I never knew that!” Personally, after being ex-
posed to a new way of relating to God’s heart for the issues of our 
day, I’m more convinced than ever that it’s not time to go back to any-
thing, nor is it time to roll over and disengage from society. I believe 
God has given us permission to love more radically and extravagantly 
than we’ve previously understood, as well as to position ourselves to 
demonstrate the goodness of our God for many generations to come. 
Just imagine how we could advance the kingdom of God (God’s better 
way of doing everything) if we weren’t afraid of misrepresenting Him 
by appearing to condone sin? What if we approached others as God 
approaches us, with no agenda but love—and without a need to “seal 
the deal” with an immediate conversion. What if we simplified every-
thing to love and allowed the Holy Spirit to do what He has done for 
each of us—draw us closer with His kindness and grow us up into 
what life in and with Him looks like when we experience our Father’s 
unconditional love?
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Recently, I heard Johnny say something so profound that it changed 
me. Before I tell you what he said, let me explain an interesting dynamic 
between us. While Johnny has tended to be more innately in touch with 
the big picture and focused on discovering what God’s kingdom looks 
like on earth, I’ve had a tendency to be more in touch with how I feel 
about something (or, actually, everything). I’d say I’ve been more of a 
student of God’s heart toward us, individually and as a society. This has 
made the topic of societal reformation super interesting in our house 
because we come at it from both sides—externally, according to various 
spiritual, cultural, and historical markers in cultures across time; and 
internally, according to the communication between God’s Spirit and 
the hearts of His children. Of course, both perspectives are important 
and relevant, and both easily coalesce into a more accurate picture of 
who God is and what He’s all about.

One thing Johnny and I have become absolutely amazed by is the 
way God relates to the hearts of each one of us with such intimacy and 
intentionality, while also caring for the collective hearts of entire cities 
and nations. Somehow, in His deity, He is able to fully engage with us 
on both levels. So, how does this relate to reformation and simulta-
neously bringing God’s solutions to our broken lives and our broken 
society? We find the answer by going back to what Johnny said that so 
inspired me: “Religious people were always trying to get Jesus to reveal 
His official stance on sin, while Jesus was always focused on revealing 
our Father’s stance, or position, on our hearts.”

Isn’t that scenario still true today? Aren’t we still stuck in the com-
plicated web of religion while people in the world all around us desper-
ately need to know what God thinks about them—how He truly cares 
for their hearts? What would it mean to you—and to society—if every 
single one of us knew that God cares about our hearts, about each one 
of us as individuals? What if you knew that you matter, I mean, really 
matter, to God? What if you were actually more important than you’d 
ever hoped or dared to believe you were? How would the world be 
different if every single human were fully convinced of their personal 
value and worth, as well as the worth of others? What if we believed 
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and then lived from the belief that it wasn’t Jesus alone who gave us our 
worth to God but that the Father sent Jesus as proof of our constant 
worth to Him? Wouldn’t that translate into reformation on every level, 
personally and culturally? If we understood that the reason He is con-
cerned about people’s behavior and about sin is that He cares so much 
about us, wouldn’t we do a better job of representing that message to 
others? Perhaps we would become known for love rather than for all 
the things that we (and God) are against. If we stepped forward with 
love, rather than always trying to convey truth, wouldn’t the Truth be 
made manifest in all His glory?

At the core of every emotion, every pain, and every heart’s cry, 
I believe there’s one and only one question that is being asked: “Do 
I matter?” I also believe there is only One who can provide the an-
swer to our heart’s satisfaction. Think about this: Why does it hurt 
so badly when you lose a relationship, or when a person you love dies, 
or when you’re diagnosed with a disease, or when your career and 
finances fall apart? I mean, above and beyond the obvious practical 
issues of grief, sickness, and lack, when we experience any of those 
things, what’s the message that usually formulates in our hearts? It is 
this: “I don’t matter.” Our thinking goes something like this: “How 
this [insert your latest heartbreak] makes me feel right now must not 
be important, because I’m not important. If I truly were important, 
wouldn’t God do something about it or at least clearly show me some 
greater reason why He didn’t intervene in my situation?” Can there be 
any greater wound to the spirit, soul, or body than to believe that the 
One who can do something about your pain won’t do anything about 
it?

Whether we’re honest with ourselves about this or not, our hearts 
are wired to instinctively know that we were first envisioned and 
then created by the One who existed before we came into this world. 
Because He exists, we also instinctively know that He alone can as-
sign us our value and worth. And if we don’t have enough value in His 
eyes for Him to protect and rescue us, then do we really matter? For 
example, if my nation doesn’t have enough value in His eyes for Him 
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to fix its broken systems, which hold its citizens hostage to poverty, 
dysfunction, disease, and immorality, then do I (and everyone else who 
lives in this nation) really matter to God? If He doesn’t care about my 
heart, about me and what I feel, then am I significant?

Not only must each one of us be able to address these questions, 
but we must also personally be so assured of the answers that we learn 
how to answer them for others. Throughout the following chapters, 
you’ll find a dialogue that God Himself is inviting you into so you 
might discover all the limitless ways that a correct understanding of 
His character and of His heart toward us can be restored through the 
solutions He desires to reveal to us. We must each do our part to share 
and to apply these solutions to every problem that exists in every area 
of culture in every nation. Any approach less than this just wouldn’t be 
a proper reflection of the God I’ve come to know. How about the God 
you know?

Paradigm Shift
I believe that, as a generation, we are in the midst of a huge para-

digm shift. With regard to all the hot topics and debates in every area 
of culture, we hear many opinions and perspectives from Christians 
and non-Christians, yet it’s difficult to find any that we actually agree 
with. I’d say most of us are fairly certain of what we simply cannot 
agree with, yet we haven’t discovered the moving-forward convictions 
that we can agree with, that we can give our lives to and live whole-
heartedly from. Of course, I’m not talking about the basics of our faith 
but rather what our faith looks and sounds like in this unique time in 
history, in the context of the pressure points of our current national 
and international issues. Should you choose to enter in, this book pro-
vides new and extremely relevant insights into the heated debates that 
are well underway on just about every front of the battle for societal 
reformation.

I think the one thing absolutely every human could agree on right 
now is that things must change, advance, and get better. But again, 
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what that actually looks like is something we can’t seem to find agree-
ment on, even among those of us who share the same faith. Although 
none of you will agree with absolutely every idea Johnny puts forth in 
the pages of this book (I’m not even sure I do, as his number one fan!), 
you’ll definitely find new options for thinking about the issues of our 
day. You’ll not only be provoked to think from a hopeful perspective 
but also experience plenty of what I call “yes moments,” where you’ll say 
to yourself, “That makes so much sense! I knew the other way couldn’t 
be right, but I just didn’t know what other options we had—and this 
resonates so much with what I’ve been sensing but didn’t know how 
to articulate!” As the subtitle of this book expresses, the ideas Johnny 
presents lay out “vision and strategy.” So get ready! Get ready to be 
challenged to think in new ways, to think more long-term than you 
may previously have given yourself permission to think, and to look to 
the horizon with more excitement and hope than you’ve ever had.

One last thing. I probably shouldn’t assume that you’re com-
pletely sold on the idea of the reformation of society—that the Seven 
Mountains of culture (Religion, Education, Family, Government, 
Economy, Media, and Celebration/Arts) are intended to be the context 
in which the sons and daughters of God restore to the earth the truth 
about who He is and how He is. Christians have varying ideas about 
the kingdom of God, and that’s okay. But let me encourage you, for the 
sake of getting the most out of the time you’ll spend reading this book, 
to dare to believe that our God is up to something far more grand and 
victorious than any of us can presently envision. Dare to believe that 
He cares about you, about each of us, far more than we even hope He 
does. And because He cares about us, He cares about absolutely every 
detail of our lives and every system in culture that affects our person-
al and collective world. And what He cares about, He has solutions 
for—for you, for me, and for our world through us. And if He cares, 
shouldn’t we? Shouldn’t you? You’re about to care, like never before, 
from a place of confidence and freedom. But first, let’s set the stage for 
our own reformation by committing ourselves to journeying through 
these pages with our beautiful Papa God:
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Father, I invite You into the way I personally experience this 
book. Holy Spirit, I ask for Your discernment and Your un-
derstanding. I give You permission, Jesus, to reveal more of 
Yourself to me as I read. Would You please give me a hunger 
that matches what You plan to feed me through the revela-
tion that is meant for me here? Make me ready for whatever 
You want to propel me into, whatever new ways of thinking 
You may have for me, and grant me wisdom on how to fol-
low through with the vision and strategies You “download” to 
my heart and mind. For the sake of Your kingdom, and in the 
name of Jesus Christ, the Savior of my heart and the Savior of 
my generation and all who will follow, amen!

—Elizabeth Enlow

Coauthor, Rainbow God: The Seven Colors of Love
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One

THE SEVEN MOUNTAIN 
REVOLUTION AND THE 
“SHOT HEARD AROUND  

THE WORLD”

April 19, 2007: I was in Costa Rica, experiencing the most intense 
day of my life. It was a day when I felt such strong spiritual confron-
tation at all times that, whenever I wasn’t preaching, I was speaking 
in tongues under my breath. I believe that, on that day, a “shot heard 
around the world” dynamic took place that marked a kickoff point for 
what I will call “The Seven Mountain Revolution.” Let me explain.
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I had preached about the Seven Mountains previously, but not 
beyond my local church in Atlanta, Georgia. I had never presented 
it in another country before. Furthermore, this message was going 
to be televised to over seventy nations. Although I already knew this 
was a paradigm-shifting message that had the potential to awaken 
Christians to the reality that we are called to manifest the kingdom 
of God in the seven primary spheres of society, I had no idea just how 
much God Himself would confirm it. As I landed in Costa Rica, I 
remember thinking that my briefcase, which contained a notebook 
filled with this new revelation God had given me, was like one of 
those attaché cases containing a nuclear bomb. However, despite 
my awareness of the his-
toricity of the moment, 
I wasn’t prepared for the 
phenomena that would 
accompany the sharing of 
this message.

I had multiple key 
meetings and speaking 
engagements in San Jose, 
Costa Rica, and every-
where I shared about the 
Seven Mountains, there 
would be this phenomena 
of a power outage in an entire neighborhood or even region of the city. 
My host noticed the trend after about the third outage and let me know 
that he had picked up on the seeming coincidence. This power out-
age sign and wonder occurred at a radio station when I began talking 
about the Seven Mountains, and then again at the Enlace TV station 
the instant I started speaking—declaring that God’s better ways of do-
ing things would begin to invade every area of society. It also happened 
throughout the Seven Mountain conference where I spoke at my host’s 
church. For three days, every time I stood up to preach, the electrical 
power of the church and the neighborhood went out. My host brought 
a backup generator for day three of our conference and announced, “I 

God had shown me that 

the power outages in San 

Jose were a sign and 

wonder attached to the 

Seven Mountain message.
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am ready for you today.” The next time I began to preach, the power 
went out, but the backup generator also blew! By day three of the con-
ference, the power outages were so obvious that I decided to explain 
the phenomenon to those in attendance. I told them God had shown 
me that the power outages of the city were a sign and wonder attached 
to the Seven Mountain message. I explained that this revelation from 
God was short-circuiting the normal power grid because it was a mes-
sage designed to manifest His rule over every other power on earth.

The power remained on during worship, but from the moment I 
began to speak at 8:00 PM, we lost power again. I attempted to preach 
by candlelight without a microphone. At 8:10, I stated that I wouldn’t 
be surprised if the mere declaration of this message might blow the 
national power grid. As I spoke those very words, the national power 
grid of Costa Rica blew, and the entire nation went pitch-black for five 
hours. The next day, the newspaper simply stated that a “power surge” 
had occurred that had blown the Arenal Power Plant, creating a dom-
ino effect of sorts through the rest of the nation’s power plants. To this 
day, exactly what caused the surge remains a mystery. Additionally, it 
was announced that a volcano that had been dormant for decades had 
just begun to smoke.

Of course, when the national power grid went out, there was sig-
nificant pandemonium; it blew out the international airport’s backup 
generator, and there was a report that it might be a week or more before 
the power could be restored. Even though I understood that this was a 
sign and wonder from God, I wasn’t enjoying how eerie it felt. I could 
hear the sounds of car accidents, and an atmosphere of anxiety hung in 
the air. I told my host that I shouldn’t speak anymore about the Seven 
Mountains because the power grid was saturated with the power of that 
revelation and couldn’t handle any more. I closed out the conference 
by teaching about the prophetic in only a general way. I assured the at-
tendees that the power would begin coming back sooner than expected 
because the outages had been caused by the declaration of this power-
ful prophetic message and not by any natural causes. Sure enough, the 
power started returning after five hours and gradually was completely 
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restored over the course of a couple of days. The subsequent phenom-
enon was that whichever part of town I entered received power again. 
Once I was back in the United States, my host called and thanked me 
for my visit, adding, “Thank you even more for leaving! We have had no 
more power outages or fluctuations at all since you left!”

A couple of years later, when we met with President Oscar Arias 
of Costa Rica, we were able to refer back to that day when the national 
power grid went out. I gave him a copy of my first book, The Seven 
Mountain Prophecy, in Spanish. He remembered that very unusual sit-
uation in the nation, and I had the opportunity to explain to him that 
the very message in that book had caused the power surge.

The reason I am describing the events of that day in detail is that 
they directly connect to a sermon from May 2014 that my friend Lloyd 
Phillips sent me on CD. That particular sermon by Lloyd was a tribute 
to the prophet Bob Jones, who had passed away on Valentine’s Day 
2014. In his message, Lloyd shared many anecdotes from his interac-
tions with Bob Jones. However, Lloyd had sent me the CD because 
he wanted me to hear the significant prophetic marker that connected 
something Bob Jones had said with my experience in Costa Rica. He 
shared that in 2007, he had been in an informal meeting with Bob in 
which the prophet had stated that if the church did not have a “shot 
heard around the world” within two years, we would basically be dead 
as a church and as a nation. The phrase “shot heard around the world” 
was coined by poet Ralph Waldo Emerson in his 1837 “Concord 
Hymn” describing the start of the American Revolution, with the 
historic shots fired against the British by the Americans at Concord, 
Massachusetts, on April 19, 1775.

Lloyd Phillips had gone home and pondered what Bob Jones had 
said. The words had intrigued him enough that he had further re-
searched the “shot heard around the world” storyline. In the message 
Lloyd sent me, he spoke of a most interesting day he’d had a year or 
two after his time with Bob Jones. He shared how, on April 19—the 
same date as the battle—he had received a package in the mail with 
two items in it. One was the movie Johnny Tremaine, which chronicled 
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the story of a young man who heard the “shot heard around the world” 
and signed up for revolutionary duty. The cover of the movie DVD 
included the word Revolution and the tagline “He Answered Freedom’s 
Call.” In the same package was a copy of my book The Seven Mountain 
Prophecy. Lloyd immediately noted how both items had the name 
Johnny and the word revolution on them. He began reading my book, 
starting with my wife’s foreword, which tells some of the story of the 
supernatural phenomena of the power outages in Costa Rica.

In that foreword, my wife stated that the day the lights went out in 
Costa Rica was April 19, 2007! Though we had never made this con-
nection before, Lloyd immediately recognized it as a significant pro-
phetic marker. The power outage had actually occurred on the same 
date as the beginning of the American Revolution. Bob Jones had said 
that we needed another “shot heard around the world” to awaken the 
church from the limited inheritance she was walking in. For Lloyd, 
the coincidence that the movie and the book both had a key date of 
April 19 was too great to ignore. God essentially used Lloyd to lead me 
to an understanding of what that day represented—a marker in time 
when a new kind of revolution began that will ultimately release God’s 
freedom into every sphere of society. I certainly didn’t make it happen, 
but I felt honored just to have been allowed to be a participant in the 
process.

The Seven Mountain Revolution
Before I go any further, I want to acknowledge that I am not the 

first nor the only person to use the term “Seven Mountains.” Early in 
2007, I was preaching my very first series about the Seven Mountains 
in my local church. When I was on week four of the seven-week series, 
I was approached by my friend Os Hillman, who was a member of our 
church at that time but unable to attend regularly because of his travel 
schedule. Os is a speaker and author who also teaches about the Seven 
Mountains, as well as many other topics. He came up to me at the end 
of the service and asked, “Do you realize that there is a guy named 
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Lance Wallnau who has a message out called ‘The Seven Mountain 
Strategy’?” I responded, “No way! Is it about the seven mountains of 
Jerusalem or of Rome?” Os replied, “No, it’s the same Seven Mountains 
you’re talking about.”

I then asked him for Lance Wallnau’s message on CD, which he gave 
me later that week. As I listened, to my increasing surprise, I discov-
ered that Lance had actually heard the term from Bill Bright of Campus 
Crusade for Christ and 
Loren Cunningham of 
Youth With a Mission 
(YWAM), who had re-
ceived an initial template 
of the Seven Mountains 
decades earlier. This was 
all news to me, as I had 
never heard anyone else 
talk about it. When I re-
ceived the revelation, it 
came to me very person-
ally and in various super-
natural ways. Even while 
the Lord instructed me to 
write The Seven Mountain Prophecy, I was telling Him, “God, this rev-
elation is so powerful that You should have given it to someone more 
famous so it could get out quicker.” He just said, “You do your part, and 
I’ll do My part.” I have found Him to be true to His word.

I do want to acknowledge that Lance Wallnau, who is now a friend, 
was in fact preaching his version of the Seven Mountains years before I 
was. Bill Bright and Loren Cunningham also advanced the revelation, in 
the way they knew how to, years before that. In addition, different people 
from around the world have come to me and said that years ago, they too 
had received some level of revelation on the idea of the Seven Mountains.

I say all of this in an attempt to respond accurately to the frequent 
questions I am asked about who received what part of the message from 

Different people from 

around the world have come 

to me and said that years 

ago, they too had received 

some level of revelation on 

the Seven Mountains.



26  The Seven Mountain Renaissance

whom. I received none of my material from anyone else; it was very per-
sonal for me, yet I was so glad to hear that others were advancing it in 
some way or another. The Holy Spirit gets the credit for giving out bits 
and pieces of the message to different individuals at different times. 
However, I do believe that the date of April 19, 2007, signifies a water-
shed day in history when this message reached a new level of power.

As usual, whatever the Holy Spirit is saying, He is saying to more 
than one person. Yet there can be a moment of synergistic spark when 
it all seems to coalesce and hit critical mass. Each of the various Seven 
Mountain messengers has had a different focus or light on it that has ad-
vanced the message, but it has all been on the central premise that these 
seven primary areas of society must be impacted by the influence of the 
kingdom of God operating through His sons and daughters. For me, 
the day I will never forget is that day in Costa Rica, the most intense 
day of my life, April 19, 2007.

Notable Seven-Mountain Advancements
It has been very satisfying for me to see how much attention this 

message has garnered in a relatively short time. I have been pleased and 
surprised at how so many people have heard and received the clarion call 
of this revolution and how it seemingly involves voices from every camp 
in Christianity.

For example, I had the privilege of meeting John Maxwell and 
traveling on a trip to Colombia with him. It was encouraging to find 
out that he has steered his entire five-million-strong Equip leadership 
team in over 170 nations to focusing on transformation using the Seven 
Mountain paradigm. John has coined the term “Seven Streams” for his 
network, but we are talking about the same seven areas of society.

Jerry Anderson of La Red Business Network and Global Priority 
Solutions has also greatly advanced his own values-and-principles-
based resources through a strategic Seven Mountain template. He, too, 
is now a friend, and it has been amazing to see him advance this message 
of transformation in over seventy nations. Ché Ahn, the apostolic leader 
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and pastor who oversees Harvest International Ministries (HIM), a 
network of apostolic networks that extends to over 50 nations repre-
senting more than 20,000 churches, also actively advances the Seven 
Mountain goals and focus. 
The prestigious Wagner 
Leadership Institute 
(WLI), founded by Dr. 
Peter Wagner, whom I 
also claim as a friend, has 
over fifty branches around 
the world and uses Seven 
Mountain theology and 
ideas as some of its core 
curriculum. The Pinnacle 
Forum, an organization inspired by Dr. Bill Bright, recently ignited 
to another level under the leadership of Steve Fedyski. It, too, operates 
using a Seven Mountain paradigm and has a bold initial plan to impact 
100 cities in America. Other significant ministries, prayer movements, 
universities, and training centers are currently advancing, as well, with 
Seven Mountain paradigms fully in place.

Although the message of the Seven Mountains still has not be-
come as mainstream as it needs to, from any objective observation, it 
has clearly exploded as a new focal point on the horizon for the church. 
I have noted that no one who really understands it ever backs away 
from it, because it is truly foundational kingdom thinking as opposed 
to a passing, fancy doctrinal theme. It really doesn’t matter whether it’s 
called “Seven Mountains,” “Seven Streams,” “Seven Spheres,” “Seven 
Gates,” or anything else. I prefer to use “Seven Mountain” terminol-
ogy because it is the only one that incorporates specific biblical word-
ing. (See Revelation 17:9.) The important thing to understand is that 
the parameters of our kingdom assignment extend beyond the church 
and into the main cultural centers of society. The Seven Mountain 
Revolution is now fully engaged, and it has set the stage for the coming 
global Renaissance that will reshape the world as we know it.
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