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Imagine reading a book that will rewire your brain. Instead of negativity 
and depression, you will function on your God-created level in both your 
emotions and your daily living. Think like Heaven will do that for you if you 
read its truths and apply them. Bob Hazlett is an amazing, engaging writer 
and thinker. This book is transparent, challenging, and brilliant. You need 
to read it. It will change your life!

—Dr. Cindy Jacobs 
Cofounder, Generals International, Dallas, Texas

Bob Hazlett is an amazing prophetic voice in our day. A tremendous 
teacher, he has spoken at my Global School of Supernatural Ministry ev-
ery year since its founding. I am excited to recommend his new book, Think 
like Heaven. It is an important work that challenges us to be willing to 
renounce our cultural mind-set in light of gaining the mind-set of heaven’s 
culture. Bob helps us to identify blind spots in our thinking and to learn 
how to perceive reality according to heaven rather than according to the 
skepticism of earth.

—Dr. Randy Clark 
Founder and overseer, The Apostolic Network of Global Awakening

It is a marvelous and sublime truth that we are seated in heavenly places, as 
St. Paul described. Its reality demands that we comprehend what it means 
to sit in such a realm for the purpose of ruling and ordering the whole 
of life from that dimension. The old adage that someone is “too heavenly 
minded to be of any earthly good” isn’t valid. In fact, unless we are heavenly 
minded, as far as the eternal purpose of the Father is concerned, we are of 
no earthly good in the advance of God’s intentions. In Think like Heaven, 
Bob Hazlett has done a masterful job of “opening up the heavens” for you 
as a believer. It’s a game changer; and, more important, it’s a life changer!

—Bishop Mark J. Chironna, MA, Ph.D. 
Mark Chironna Ministries 

Church on the Living Edge, Orlando, Florida



Bob Hazlett is not just a prophet. He is also a friend of mine and—most 
important—a friend of God. He has such a clear way of teaching the pro-
phetic. His book The Roar blew me away, and I have recommended it to 
so many people. His second book, Think like Heaven, is a masterpiece that 
will change the way you think about yourself and the world around you. 
This book brings simplicity to the supernatural. It will transform your 
mind and help you to become a world transformer. I recommend Think like 
Heaven to everyone who wants to learn like a child and grow into maturity.

—Todd White 
Evangelist, Lifestyle Christianity

Bob Hazlett is one of the most accurate, humble, and Spirit-led prophets I 
have ever encountered. Think like Heaven will open you up to realms of the 
renewed mind you never dreamed you could experience. Brace for impact!

—Robby Dawkins 
Author, pastor, and equipper 

robbydawkins.com

Bob Hazlett is not only a dear and trusted friend of mine whom the 
Lord has used in many ways to bless me and the Vineyard Movement in 
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland, but he is also a marvelous teacher on 
the prophetic and on the local church. His book Think like Heaven helps 
people to discover their spiritual potential, no matter how much their past 
may speak against it. It shows clearly that the Lord loves to use ordinary 
people for an extraordinary job.

—Martin Buehlmann 
Leader of the Vineyard Movement in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland 

Team leader of the Berlin Vineyard, Germany



In 2010, Bob Hazlett gave me a prophetic word that came straight from 
heaven. This gave me the courage and conviction to leave the comforts of 
American success, sell everything I owned, leave family and friends, and 
embark on the adventure of a lifetime in Africa. Without this strong vali-
dation of all that God was telling me, I might have missed out on my des-
tiny. Bob has since spoken numerous times into my life…and it has been 
critical to have this godly direction as I implement the vision God has given 
me for lasting economic transformation.

—Donald Larson 
Founder and CEO, Sunshine Nut Company, Mozambique 

I have known Prophet Bob Hazlett for more than seven years. He is a 
humble man who hears amazing things from the Lord. He has spoken into 
the lives of multitudes with great accuracy and revelation. Bob says, “Like 
Jesus, we can identify the sources of our thoughts and confront them with 
truth.” Knowing God’s truth will bring transformation that will enable 
you to see heaven intersect earth. His new book, Think like Heaven: Change 
Your Thinking, Change Your World, will indeed rock your world!

—Dr. Alan N. Keiran 
Captain, U.S. Navy Chaplain Corps (Ret.) 

Cofounder, Dunamis International Ministries 
Author, Take Charge of Your Destiny

I’ve known Bob for years, and he really gets it. His ability to take God’s 
Word and spiritual promises and principles and apply them to the real 
world that we live in every day makes him an invaluable asset to the 
Christian community and to people in general. Think like Heaven is just 
another example of Bob sharing freely with the rest of us what has been 
given to him.

—Jared James 
Jared James Enterprises 

Speaker and author, Get Out of YOUR Way!



Bob Hazlett’s new book, Think like Heaven, is a training manual dedicated 
to transforming our minds so that we can view life through God’s eternal 
perspective and bring hope to this desperate and dying planet. Bob teaches 
us how to align our thinking with God’s heart so that we can walk in our 
divine mandate as world-changers and history-makers. Every Christian 
needs to read this book! Without question, it will change your thinking 
and transform the world around you.

—Kris Vallotton 
Senior Associate Leader, Bethel Church, Redding, California

Think like Heaven is a key to living from heaven’s perspective. It enables 
readers to go on a journey of learning how to bring heaven’s rule down 
to earth. Not long ago, I lost the companies I had founded and became 
bankrupt. Over the years that I’ve known Bob—and especially during that 
time of loss—he has helped me to learn how to listen to the right voice. 
He taught me that sometimes we have to pay the price to get to the next 
level. Yet, by paying that price, or losing something, we’ve actually already 
arrived at that next level.

When Bob and I first met, he prophesied specific details about my 
family and me, which was something that I had never experienced before. 
He said that we’d be moving from Switzerland to the West, where we now 
live, in California. We hadn’t told anyone of our dream, or our wish list, 
but Bob knew everything—even the colors inside the home that we would 
decide to buy. Bob’s prophetic words of knowledge helped to restore my vi-
sion, and, through seeing it more clearly again, I was reminded of who was 
really in charge—and He is a much better Savior than I am!

—Mark Fix 
Prophetic visionary; entrepreneur; private investor; founder and board 
member of several international companies, including Globacom, Ltd.
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Foreword by Bill Johnson

Think like Heaven addresses one of my favorite subjects—the renewed 
mind. As a follower of Jesus, I have committed my life to living in, and 

exploring, the beauty of Godlike thinking. I said yes to this process well 
over a decade ago. As a result, I live with an awareness that God works 
within me daily in this regard. Few things excite me more than the idea 
of seeing the way God sees and thinking the way He thinks. One of my 
main ambitions is to “live from heaven,” while helping others to think like 
heaven, also. This really is a central purpose of my life.

The renewed mind is a gift that God has made available to all of us 
through His grace in Christ. It is not something I can earn, as it has already 
been given to me. Yet, without cooperation on my part, it remains a seem-
ingly unreachable ideal—something that is in my heavenly “account” but 
not yet in my possession. Because it requires my cooperation, this quest 
carries with it the constant reminder that I have so far to go, so much to 
learn. Such a realization might cause either frustration or hunger to rise 
within me, depending on the role I allow hope to have in my life. Now, it’s 
impossible to discover the heart of God for us and not be possessed with 
hope. And so, my heart is full of hope, and I’m very hungry for the more 
that is spoken of in this book.

Think like Heaven came as an answer to my hunger for more of God. 
But little did I realize how much I was in need of what the author, Bob 
Hazlett, lives and communicates so well. This book has been a wake-up 
call for me—a wonderful, grace-filled wake-up call. In reading this manu-
script, I have become aware, on a whole new level, of how much I don’t 
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know. That sounds painful. Yet my new awareness is the opposite of pain-
ful. My heart leaps with anticipation of the more that God is bringing into 
my life in this season, spurred on by these pages. I feel summoned by the 
King of Glory, my heavenly Father, into a journey I’ve already said yes to. 
That may sound strange, but it is as accurate a description as I can give. I’m 
saying yes to God again and again.

Think like Heaven is filled with brilliant insights and powerful expres-
sions from a child of God who has truly yielded to the gracious work of 
a perfect Father. I recommend this book to every believer, everywhere! 
In fact, I think it’s possible for unbelievers who read this book to become 
hungry for what they were born for—a personal relationship with the al-
mighty God.

I’m so glad that this book has been written. May God use it in ways we 
never thought possible and, in the process, enable us to have the impact on 
our culture that all of heaven is waiting to see unfold.

Bob Hazlett is one of the purest and most trusted prophets I’ve ever 
met. His ministry is so encouraging and life-giving. I am always impressed 
with what he has to say—both because of his insights and because of his 
ability to hear the voice of God. I commend to you the man and his book, 
Think like Heaven.

—Bill Johnson 
Senior Leader, Bethel Church, Redding, California 

Author, The Supernatural Power of a Transformed Mind and  
Hosting the Presence
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Foreword by Lance Wallnau

I work with writers, and some of them are best-selling authors. I rank Bob 
up there with them, for two reasons. First, he does not repeat what other 

people have already said—his thinking is original! Even though he is ad-
dressing subject matter you might think you know, he finds a way to give 
you a different perspective. The result is that he makes his subjects fresh, 
vital, and invigorating. His mind is like Jacob’s ladder: It brings you up one 
step at a time into a heavenly perspective so that you can come down one 
step at a time into a potentially new spiritual walk. You will enjoy all that 
this gifted man has to say, not only in this book but in other works yet to 
come.

—Lance Wallnau 
Founder, Lance Learning Group
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Introduction: Heavenly Minded = 
Earthly Amazing!

Bob Hazlett @bob_hazlett 
The most radical thing you can do today is to 
believe what God says about you, and then live like 
it is true! #ThinklikeHeaven

Writing a book is a daunting task. Attempting to use black letters on a 
white page to transport people to a world of living color can be intimi-

dating. With every writing project I undertake, my appreciation for books 
and authors increases!

Recently, I purchased a collector’s set of the first novels I read in my 
teen years: C. S. Lewis’ Space Trilogy. Lewis was arguably the most color-
ful writer of the twentieth century, definitely more famous for his fairy 
tales than for his Sci-Fi/Fantasy books. As a teen, however, I was drawn 
more to planetary travel than to fauns and princesses, so the trilogy hit my 
literary sweet spot.

Lewis was a masterful storyteller, but, more than that, he knew where 
stories came from, explaining, “All my seven Narnia books, and my three 
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science-fiction books, began with seeing pictures in my head. At first they 
were not a story, just pictures.”1

You could say that pictures are what stories are made of.

Your Life Is Your “Story”
Let’s apply that concept to your life. Your life is your story, and it began 

with a picture. God pictured you before the foundation of the world. You 
read that exactly right: God saw you before there was a world. That is a 
radical statement, by any stretch of the imagination, but it’s true.

I am a student of God’s Word, as well as a teacher of the Word. I am 
also a lifelong learner of God’s ways of speaking in the here and now. To un-
derstand how He speaks, it helps to know how He has spoken in the past. 
The first time God’s voice was heard on the earth, all of creation respond-
ed. The unseen became seen, and the uncreated was created. Everything 
we see—and much that we cannot see—came from words spoken by God. 
Jesus, who is “the Word become flesh” (see John 1:14), revealed the origin 
of God’s creation words when He said, “The mouth speaks what the heart is 
full of ” (Luke 6:45).

So, what was God’s heart full of before He created the earth? The an-
swer is found in Ephesians 1:4: “He chose us [called us out, spoke about us2] 
in him before the creation of the world….” Even before there were the heavens 
and the earth, God’s heart was full of thoughts and words about us! The 
heavens and the earth were created with you and me in mind.

God’s thoughts produced words, and His words produced what He 
envisioned. To see life through God’s lens is to think like heaven. It in-
volves “seeing” more than what we can physically see, taste, touch, hear, 
or smell. This is a dimension of life that we pay too little attention to. Life 
lived solely through our earthly experiences and environments is incom-
plete. It leaves us half empty, with a black-and-white view of ourselves and 
of the world around us.

There is much more living than that ahead for you—but you first have 
to see it. When you know where your story comes from, you will know 
where you are going. You will see the amazing picture God sees…and you 
will see it in living color.
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Gridiron Dreams
Every child has a dream. More important, every child is a dreamer. I 

was a big one! In my heart and mind, I was a football player. My passion 
was obvious: I collected football cards; I had football curtains on my bed-
room window; my wardrobe screamed football. I ate, drank, and slept the 
game. As far as I was concerned, every level surface, from the schoolyard to 
the street to the yard at the side of our house, was a potential football field.

Nothing got between me and football. Having started school a year 
early, I was academically accelerated but physically smaller than most of 
my classmates. On the field, the apparent minus became a plus. I was radi-
cally over-motivated and routinely underestimated. What I lacked in phys-
ical stature, I made up for in passion.

In my last year of junior high, I showed up for team tryouts. My friend 
David was the only guy who was smaller than I was. The coach looked at 
the two of us with that “here come our new water boys” expression.

His assumption was understandable. Tryouts amounted to a single 
game, appropriately named “Kill the Kid with the Ball.” Game Plan A was 
simple: Get the ball and keep it by whatever means necessary. If that failed, 
Game Plan B was equally simple: Catch the guy who beat you to the ball, 
make him cough it up, and take it to the end zone—by whatever means 
necessary.

Those were the only rules. Obviously, the coach wasn’t looking for the 
most talented players; he was looking for the ones with the most heart. He 
had plenty of candidates to choose from. Some of the guys were so big, 
they looked like high school kids who’d been held back as many times as 
they had been promoted. I’m pretty sure one kid named Arnold could have 
grown a full beard at the age of twelve.

From the start of tryouts, the competition was fierce. The first ball 
kicked was captured by one of the biggest players. His glory was short-
lived. Bearded or not, Arnold was bigger than the kid with the ball. The 
run ended when Arnold slammed him to the ground.

A pileup ensued, and I saw an opportunity to use my size to my advan-
tage. Diving into the heap and making my way to the bottom, I pried the 
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ball from the big kid’s hands. It helped that Arnold had softened my target. 
But the bearded wonder’s size worked against him. Before he knew it, I’d 
used my stature, high-level pain tolerance, and quick legs to own the play. 
In no time, the ball and I reached the end zone, and my passion won me 
a first-string spot on the Pasack Colts, the first undefeated and unscored-
against team in the history of the school district.

Playing for the Colts earned me the only sports trophy I ever won. 
I display it proudly to this day. Although I never got the position I re-
ally wanted, my competitive, no-holds-barred attitude put me in the right-
guard slot. I played next to Arnold, the first-string right tackle.

Making the top squad in junior-high football set my expectations for 
high school. Being up against bigger and stronger opponents didn’t faze 
me. I wanted to play with the big boys and had learned how to beat them. 
So, when I arrived at high-school tryouts, I was confident. About one hun-
dred other players showed up, too, but that did not bother me. I believed 
my junior-high experience was about to repeat itself.

While I waited for my name to be called, I heard two upperclassmen 
jawing. One was the highly respected quarterback from my former cham-
pionship team. “Look at all these small freshmen,” he said. “They think 
they’ll make the team, but they don’t have a chance.”

His words shook my thinking. They altered how I saw myself. They 
changed what I dreamed of doing. They changed my actions, too. I walked 
out of those tryouts and never played competitive football again.

Life didn’t exactly become an ash heap when my football dreams fiz-
zled. I found a great after-school job at a restaurant and became the young-
est night manager they ever had. My boss mentored me and entrusted me 
with a lot of responsibility. I was expected to lead a team, close up shop at 
the end of the day, and make nightly bank deposits. For becoming part of 
a national promotion team for the franchise, I was awarded a scholarship.

I had no deep sense of remorse about quitting football—but I did 
regret letting another person’s opinion shape my thinking. Like any kid, 
dreaming big had always come easily to me. That changed when I started 
hanging around older and larger kids whose thinking got smaller as they 
grew bigger.



Introduction   17

No wonder Jesus said we have to become like children to enter the 
kingdom of God! (See Matthew 18:3; Mark 10:15; Luke 18:17.) If we will 
continue to dream big, He will confound the “wise” through our “foolish-
ness.” (See 1 Corinthians 1:27.) God welcomes our big dreams, whatever 
our age. He knows big dreamers will change old ways of thinking into His 
ways of thinking like heaven.

A Rough Start
The shaking of my athletic confidence in high school was hard for me, 

but it wasn’t earth-shattering. Many young people suffer far worse setbacks 
than that every day. Some never seem to regain their footing; others some-
how manage to become world-changers.

One we might include in the second group was apparently born with 
the deck stacked against him—King David. Not much is known about 
David’s early years, before the prophet Samuel arrived at the house of 
David’s father, Jesse, to anoint one of Jesse’s sons as the next king of Israel. 
Yet David made some statements in his psalms that might point to a dif-
ficult childhood. For example, he wrote, “Even my own brothers pretend they 
don’t know me; they treat me like a stranger.…I am the favorite topic of town 
gossip, and all the drunks sing about me” (Psalm 69:8, 12 nlt), and “I was 
brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5 
nasb).

These statements do not necessarily refer to David’s childhood, but 
there is a story in Jewish lore that David’s father, Jesse, shunned him, false-
ly believing he was the result of an illicit affair. If the story from Jewish 
tradition is accurate—and let’s suppose it is for the purpose of our dis-
cussion—the treatment would have caused David emotional trauma. (We 
at least know that Jesse did not even acknowledge the existence of David 
when the prophet Samuel first asked to see his sons.) Rejection would have 
been stamped on David’s psyche. His soul would have absorbed years of 
lies and accusations.3

David was Jesse’s flesh and blood, a rightful member of the family. Yet, 
as the runt of the litter and an outcast, David was sent with the family’s 
flocks into dangerous terrain. As tradition has it, his accusers supposed, 



18  Think Like Heaven

“With any luck, he’ll be mauled by a lion, or maybe a bear.” When he re-
turned from the fields in one piece, they banned him from eating dinner 
with the family. David’s banishment from the dinner table was a metaphor 
for his emotional exile.4 God’s handpicked king would have some hurdles 
to jump.

From the Garden of Eden to a Garden Tomb
David’s experience of isolation and rejection ultimately had its origin 

in the garden of Eden, where sin debuted. In the blink of an eye, after sin-
ning, human beings were separated from their Maker. Their spirits went 
dark. Their physical immortality was lost. Their mental and emotional 
states suffered. The blow to their soul was massive. The only class of cre-
ated being that had been made in God’s image and likeness (see Genesis 
1:26–27) now bore an image scarred by sin.

Emotional pain became a fact of human existence. It stirred the 
compartments of the soul, where our thoughts, desires, and feelings are 
headquartered. Life—which had once worked so perfectly—became very 
complicated after the fall of humanity. The garden-dwellers were banished 
from Eden to live as fallen people in a fallen world, in which their minds 
played tricks on them, their wills proved fragile, and their emotions ran 
circles around them.

Like any human being, David lived with the fallout of Adam and Eve’s 
blunder. His family history was the product of it. Those who should have 
loved him the most, hurt him the worst. The emotional hit was direct, like 
a grenade to the heart.

But there is more to David’s story. Alone with his father’s sheep, David 
found his roots—in heaven. In his isolation, he cultivated his inner life. He 
excelled as a musician, seer, and poet. Day in and day out, the shepherd boy 
worshipped the Lover of his soul and even glimpsed his coming Messiah. 
David’s troubles remained, but they paled in comparison to what he saw 
and experienced in God’s presence. The boy banned from the family table 
was invited by God Himself to eat at a heavenly one. (See Psalm 23:5.) The 
“fatherless” child would become, in essence, father to a nation. When the 
Messiah whom he glimpsed rode a donkey into Jerusalem, people shouted, 
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“‘Hosanna!’ ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ‘Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our father David!’” (Mark 11:9–10).

David’s turnaround may have been stellar, but the coming of Messiah 
reverberated through the cosmos. Jesus, the One of whom David proph-
esied, came to earth as promised and overturned the serpent’s dark works. 
Even as His body lay in a garden tomb, the garden fall was coming un-
done. When the Savior’s work was complete, invisible realms were opened 
to mankind. The Savior invited His redeemed to sit with Him in heavenly 
places. (See Ephesians 2:6.)

Live from the Next Level
Even as king, David suffered his share of heartaches. Every human 

being does. Most of us kissed off at least one dream before we reached 
adulthood. Some dreams get written off the way mine did. We think we 
are being “practical,” but we are dabbling in self-doubt. Other dreams stay 
around longer but taunt us like carrots dangling from sticks. They seem to 
hang just far enough out of reach to remain perpetually unfulfilled.

Both issues are common in life. The second one masquerades as the 
sense that we are getting ready for the “next level,” but we never arrive there. 
In reality, I believe God is making us aware that He has already opened the 
next level to us. He’s not only getting us ready, but He’s also getting some-
thing ready for us. When we realize that we are already “there,” spiritually, 
we can live from the next level instead of toward it.

That is an important theme of this book. It’s not a self-help concept or 
something I say to make people feel better about themselves. It is a pro-
phetic reality based on kingdom truth. It’s about an eternal mind-set and 
an understanding of our spiritual position in Christ. The apostle Paul de-
scribed this concept in his letter to the church at Colossae:

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3:1–3)
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Paul said that we are to think from where we are, which is “raised with 
Christ…seated at the right hand of God.” We are already there—with Him 
and in Him. Knowing this is so important, because our tendency is to see 
everything from an earthbound view. God warned us about that a long 
time ago:

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8–9)

The heavens are higher than the earth, but we are seated in heavenly 
places. It is not that we are going to be there; we are there already. How 
frustrating and self-limiting it would be (and is) not to realize our position 
and to continue to think toward it. Yet how completely amazing and pro-
ductive life is when we think from the position we already hold!

Here’s how amazing it is: God’s thoughts and ways are higher, so His 
words are, too. In the same chapter of Isaiah, He said His Word soaks the 
earth and makes it flourish: “It will not return to me empty, but will accom-
plish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).

Thoughts are like seeds, words are like water; put them together, and 
they produce something that is fruitful! God is telling us that when it 
comes to our thinking, higher is better. It can literally change the world.

It’s in There
Thinking like heaven not only means knowing where we are but also 

being aware of what we already have. There are things God put in us long 
ago that we have not yet noticed. He will manifest them externally at the 
right time, but we don’t have to be oblivious to them in the meantime.

When I was still in school and living at home, my parents took in 
young adults who became part of our family. Two young Cuban men 
stayed with us for about three years. They happened to arrive during my 
first week of Spanish language class at school, so I was appointed chief 
interpreter—despite the fact that I could not yet speak a lick of Spanish. 
My skill set improved over the course of three years, because I spent a lot 
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of time with our Cuban friends. I ended up learning the language, includ-
ing some words I had no business knowing.

Eventually, I forgot the bad words, but I never lost my love for the 
Latino culture, community, and language. For some reason, God’s pur-
poses in this experience escaped me, but the connection kept showing 
up. Years later, I was ordained into the prophetic ministry while in South 
America. I have been there dozens of times now. Yet, even after three years 
of immersion in the language, five years of studying Spanish in school, and 
many trips to Latin America, I rarely spoke the language.

Recently, while I was waiting for my ride at an airport, a man whom 
I did not know approached me, holding out his cell phone and speaking a 
language I did not understand. Thinking he wanted me to do something 
with his phone, I reached for it. Just then, my phone rang, and I took the 
call. The man kept talking to me, and I realized that he was speaking 
Spanish. Being reasonably good at handling one conversation at a time, I 
politely said, “Un momento.”

I continued my phone conversation and hoped someone would come 
along and help the Spanish-speaking man. Solving my own problems in 
English seemed to be enough of a challenge at the time. How in the world 
would I solve a stranger’s problem on his phone, in his language?

God saw the situation differently and had something in mind. When 
my call ended, the man started talking to me again, and I actually under-
stood what he was saying. He had just flown in from Santo Domingo and 
was expecting his daughter to pick him up. He needed to call her, but his 
phone worked only in Santo Domingo. He wanted to give me her number 
so I could call her and tell her where to meet him.

Now things were getting exciting! Not only did I understand the man, 
but I dialed his daughter and gave her all the details in Spanish. Next 
thing I knew, I got a word of knowledge for him. So I gave him the word in 
Spanish and prayed for him in Spanish, and he got healed—not at an altar 
in an English-speaking church but at an airport where the language barrier 
came down!

Then it dawned on me: What God had put inside me twenty years 
earlier was everything I needed that day. I never saw it coming, and I hadn’t 
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planned for it. But He had prepared me. The seed had been in place all that 
time, and now it had germinated. My only job was to become aware of it 
and to let God shine through me.

There are things inside you that will arise out of dormancy when you 
least expect it—and at just the right time.

Know Heaven; Think Heaven
Thinking like heaven starts with thinking about heaven. The Bible is 

a great place to begin, because it is filled with pictures of heaven. I love 
thinking about them and envisioning the scenes. I imagine the twenty-
four elders falling prostrate before God and laying their crowns before His 
throne. I see the seraphim and can almost hear the rumble as they shout, 
“‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who was, and is, and is to come” 
(Revelation 4:8).

Heaven is amazing, but not amazing enough to contain the One who 
made it. He did not create heaven as His living quarters or as a place for our 
disembodied spirits to go after death. God created us to be immortal, not 
to “die and go to heaven.” He created heaven so He could interact with us 
through it. It is an environment ordained for communication with the living.

Theologian Meredith G. Kline wrote about the “two-register cosmos” 
and the “biblical drama, which features constant interaction between the 
upper and lower registers.”5 The interaction in the biblical drama is the 
ongoing conversation between the very relational, omnipresent God and 
His people.

Meredith Kline also said that Genesis 1:1 affirms God’s creation of the 
two registers, one of which is “the invisible realm of the divine Glory and 
angelic beings.”6 The apostle Paul explained Genesis 1:1 by “declaring that 
the Son created ‘all things that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers’ (Col. 1:16; cf. John 1:1–3).”7 Christ created heaven and earth and 
everything in them.

The enormity of God and His creation is mind-boggling. God 
gives us a sense of the scale: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 
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footstool”  (Isaiah  66:1). That is a picture of a very big God. It helps ex-
plain how His view of heaven differs from our ideas about where He lives. 
Another, more ordinary, picture explains what I mean. It is a very earthly 
analogy, so a disclaimer is in order: It is meant as a learning aid, not a re-
flection on God.

With that settled, consider the everyday “man chair.” Do you have a 
picture in your mind? Can you see a recliner (perhaps the chair that a loved 
one claims as the command post from which he monitors Sunday football 
and carries on an occasional conversation)?

Now suppose I visited a new friend’s house to watch a game. It would 
not take long for me to figure out which chair was his, even if he were 
nowhere in sight. His wife would confirm my suspicions with that pained 
look that says, “Yup, that’s it. The one with the salsa stains.”

As lived-in as the chair might be, my friend does not actually live in it. 
The chair is his “throne”—the “sacred” place from which he “rules.” From 
his recliner, he visits with folks like me, watches the news, and interacts 
with his family. When his kids want to sit on Daddy’s lap, they go to his 
chair and climb on up.

Likewise, heaven is God’s throne. He created it to serve a purpose 
similar to that of my friend’s chair. It is the place where God interacts with 
His “kids.” Heaven is not just “up there” somewhere. It is an atmosphere, a 
plane on which God exists and through which He and His own communi-
cate together. Before the fall of humanity, this communication was unbro-
ken. The fall created a breach, but Jesus has redeemed us and restored our 
access to God. Heaven is here, because His presence is here with us. At the 
same time, we are seated with Him in heavenly places.

You cannot see heaven with your physical eyes, but it is a real place. 
More than being the destination where you go after you die, it is the place 
where you came from. You cannot go to heaven without first having come 
from heaven (see John 3:13), in which case you can go there to climb up on 
Daddy’s lap anytime. And when the day comes that you are absent from 
your body, you will be present with your Lord (see 2 Corinthians 5:8 nkjv, 
kjv), seeing heaven in all its beauty.
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Hebrews 12:22–23 paints the following picture of heaven, the angels, 
and God’s family:

You have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heav-
enly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels 
in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are writ-
ten in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of 
the righteous made perfect….

Heaven is not where God “lives.” He cannot be contained. He desires 
to commune with us, so He created an atmosphere in which we could meet. 
That atmosphere is called heaven.

When God wanted to interact with man, in the flesh, He sent Jesus. 
“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9). 
The fullness of God was in Jesus in bodily form. In a similar manner, God 
put the fullness of who He is into a realm He calls heaven. The apostle Paul 
visited heaven, and he gave us a glimpse of what he saw: “Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). Every blessing that is 
in Christ is available for us in heaven.

It’s in the Cloud
Jesus carried the essence of God in bodily form, and heaven embod-

ies the essence of God in spiritual form. Throughout the Bible, the physi-
cal picture of heaven is often a cloud. Heaven hovered over the earth at 
Creation, visited with and guided Moses in the wilderness, and conversed 
with Jesus on the top of a mountain. In each instance, whoever or whatever 
entered the cloud was changed, and what was in the cloud changed the 
world around them.

Are you struggling with the idea of a “virtual” world that exists but is 
unseen? One that contains stored-up resources and information and has 
the power to interact on an individual and global scale alike, regardless of 
time or space? It’s easy to understand—look no further than your laptop 
or cell phone. All that we do and say, all of our history and future plans, all 
of our resources and health records, are stored in a “virtual, computerized” 
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cloud. It’s interesting that the name we use for storing large amounts of 
digital data is the same as that of the picture God chose to show us what 
He has available for us. It is as if God has been getting us ready for the re-
ality of heaven on earth, inviting us to access heaven and be changed by it. 
God provided what you need in order to be transformed and to transform 
the world around you: It’s in the cloud!

Being from Heaven
There is something about knowing where you came from that stays 

with you. For example, in regard to the town or city in which you grew up, 
you might have since relocated to another part of the nation or even taken 
a trip to the moon. Or, you might have started life in a poor neighborhood 
and subsequently become a billionaire living in a mansion. But the place 
where you came from will always be a part of you.

When the Pharisee Nicodemus sought out Jesus, he walked the razor’s 
edge of controversy. The sect in which he held a high position believed that 
Jesus was a blasphemer. For him to meet with Jesus was politically danger-
ous. Nicodemus therefore came to Him in the dark of night. Still, he risked 
his reputation. His reason for doing so is revealed in what he said to Jesus: 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God” (John 3:2).

Jesus’ answer to Nicodemus turned the Pharisee’s world inside out. He 
said, in essence, “To tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you have 
no clue where I came from.” (See John 3:3–21.)

All Nicodemus heard was the impossibility of what Jesus seemed to 
be saying. Bound by earthly thinking, the man envisioned bizarre child-
birthing scenarios that had nothing to do with reality or anything Jesus 
was saying. Nicodemus could not grasp Jesus’ real point, which was about 
being born from above—born from heaven. The idea did not fit the 
Pharisee’s worldview. He was not born from heaven, so he could not go 
there, even in his mind.

If you are born again, you are born from above. Understanding the 
implications of that fact radically affects the way you live. When you know 
where you come from, you live confident of what is yours. You know where 
you already are and what you already have.



26  Think Like Heaven

That is what it means to think like heaven. Again, you are not “getting 
ready” for the next level; you are there now. Let me paraphrase Paul’s words 
from his letter to the Colossians that I shared earlier: “You have been raised 
with Christ. You are from heaven, so think like it.” (See Colossians 3:1–3.)

Heaven’s Generation
As emotionally damaged as David was in his youth, he learned to think 

like a man rooted in heaven. Worship took him there. Shut out by loved 
ones and left to fellowship with the flocks, David sang love songs to his 
Maker. He poured out his heart and entered prophetic realms in which he 
saw Messiah’s reign, centuries before Christ came. David then prophesied 
to generations yet to be born—generations that would be born again.

Imagine David as a born-again man indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 
Not only would he have boldly defeated lions, bears, and uncircumcised 
Philistines, but he also would have rejoiced in the redemption he’d been 
able to merely glimpse in the invisible realm. Now imagine yourself that 
way, not because I asked you to, but because that is who you are.

This book was written for a generation of Davids who desire to think 
like heaven in spite of—and even because of—life’s struggles. It was also 
written for the modern-day Daniels who converse with both heaven and 
earth, speak the world’s languages and understand its concerns, draw from 
heaven’s provision, and offer heaven’s solutions. (See, for example, Daniel 
1.) Because they understand what God shows them (revelation), they are 
able to generate a new culture—the culture of God’s eternal kingdom.

The generation I dream of talks to billionaires and babies, adversar-
ies and angels, virtually in the same breath. They sing great hymns and 
prophesy in hip-hop. They know the world’s lingo, but they follow God’s 
ways. They love people and relate to them wherever they are and however 
they look. They do it whether they are loved in return or ridiculed for what 
they believe.

For these heaven-thinkers, all things are possible.
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What Are You Thinking?

Bob Hazlett @bob_hazlett 
Real joy isn’t found in how you feel about life; 
it’s found in knowing how God feels about you! 
#ThinklikeHeaven

Have you ever imagined being alive when Jesus walked the earth? I think 
most Christ followers have. The next thought that usually pops up in-

volves the people who mocked Him. We like to believe that we never would 
have done such a thing. We wonder, What were they thinking?

To say that the reactions to Jesus’ earthly ministry were mixed would be 
an understatement. Even as people flocked to Him, naysayers rose against 
Him. It happened in Capernaum. People came in droves. The crowd grew 
so large that a man desperate for healing could find only one way to Jesus—
down through the roof.

The four friends who carried the man on a mat made an opening in the 
structure and lowered him through it, mat and all. Imagine the thoughts 
running through people’s minds as the ceiling gave way and debris show-
ered the scene! Can you hear the shouts? “What are those morons doing? 
Can’t they see the Man is preaching?”
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Jesus saw the interruption differently. He did not gripe about it; He 
was moved by it. “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, 
‘Son, your sins are forgiven’” (Mark 2:5).

Other witnesses of this event were moved, too, but not necessarily in 
the same way Jesus was. “Some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking 
to themselves, ‘Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?’” (Mark 2:6–7).

The naysayers were in the moment, but they missed the point. They 
mistrusted Jesus’ intent because they misunderstood who He was. Their 
mental filters did not signal the arrival of Messiah but the presence of an 
“enemy” in the camp. They did not treat Him badly because He had it com-
ing but because they thought He did. They thought the paralyzed man had 
it coming, too. Infirmity was seen as divine payback for the sin of a person 
or his family. If you were blind, lame, or infirm in any other way, you de-
served it. So, when Jesus healed the man, these naysayers saw it as a sure 
sign that He was not from God.

As angered as this group was by Jesus’ words, they managed to keep 
their lips sealed. They stewed in silence, probably expecting their resent-
ment to go unnoticed. It didn’t. “Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this 
was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
thinking these things?’” (Mark 2:8).

Jesus saw right through them. But how?

“Heaven-Think”

Jesus came from heaven to earth to change people’s 
hearts and to take people’s infirmities—including that of the 
paralyzed man—upon Himself. (See Isaiah 53:4–5.)

To Jesus, the man’s bizarre entrance was not an op-
portunity to complain or to reprimand but to do what He had 
come to do. He did not react to the falling debris or to the 
diseased thinking of the Pharisees. His response made room 
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for the thinking of eyewitnesses to be transformed. The crowd 
marveled and praised God.

It takes just one person who thinks like heaven to neutral-
ize “earth-think” and to change the culture.

Perception by the Spirit
Jesus, as God in the flesh, retained His divine nature but laid aside His 

divine attributes. He perceived people’s thoughts by relying on the Holy 
Spirit, who empowered Him. So, when the teachers of the law judged 
Jesus, He “read their mail.”

It got their attention. (It usually does!) Jesus wasn’t showing off or try-
ing to embarrass anyone. He was fulfilling the Father’s purposes. Jesus’ 
own words reveal the seamlessness of His connection with His Father: 
“Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what 
he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does” 
(John 5:19).

Jesus was sent “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). The religious 
leaders thought they had religion all buttoned down. They did, but it 
wasn’t the kind of religion God had in mind. So, Jesus responded propheti-
cally to their accusations. He spoke in order to awaken them from the deep 
sleep of their distorted mind-sets. Tradition and misperception had them 
so bound that they could not discern God’s heart. Even after centuries of 
waiting for Messiah, they did not realize that He had arrived.

Distorted thinking is like a virus that sickens the host and also spreads 
to others. As it infects people, it makes lies and even bloodlust palatable to 
them. There is no shortage of examples in history. In the twentieth century, 
the perverse thinking of one man, Adolf Hitler, infected the masses until 
millions became tolerant of perverse ideas, and then of outright genocide. 
The Cambodian “revolutionary” Pol Pot was similarly lethal. Two million 
Cambodians are believed to have perished in less than four years under his 
brutal rule.
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Jesus showed how thinking like heaven has the opposite effect of dis-
torted thinking. He confronted people with truth—the only antidote to 
infected mind-sets. He did it regardless of their social standing or the po-
litical consequences. Pharisees, teachers of the law, fishermen, and friends 
all got a dose. When the Pharisee Nicodemus had it dispensed to him, his 
paradigms imploded. (See John 3.) When Jesus called hypocrites “white-
washed tombs,” their deadened hearts were exposed. (See Matthew 23:27.) 
When Martha was confronted by “the resurrection and the life,” new spiri-
tual realms were revealed to her. (See John 11:1–44.)

Jesus did all things in love. But living in love does not mean validating 
everybody’s ideas. Jesus did not tolerate self-serving, distracting, or devilish 
thoughts. He confronted them with truth. He held Himself to a high stan-
dard—thinking, saying, and doing only what His Father thought, said, 
and did. He conveyed this standard to His followers, while understanding 
their human weaknesses. His aim was to deliver them from bondage, and 
the process had to start with their thinking.

You’ve Got Mail

Has anyone ever “read your mail”? How did your experience 
compare or contrast with the account from Mark 2:1–12?

Invisible but Real
Spiritual things are not as ethereal as some might think. In fact, they 

have substance. Faith is a perfect example. Hebrews says, “Faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1 nkjv, 
kjv). That is a heavenly statement! Faith cannot be seen; it is not like some-
thing that can be stored on a pantry shelf. Yet faith is substance. In other 
words, it is real.

This truth is paradoxical to the natural mind. We expect real things to 
be visible. Yet the whole of creation was made from that which was invis-
ible. The writer of Hebrews hinted that our natural minds would wrestle 
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with this concept. He said, “By faith we understand that the universe was 
formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was 
visible” (Hebrews 11:3). The apostle Paul also talked about visible and in-
visible things:

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, vis-
ible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; 
all things have been created through him and for him.  
  (Colossians 1:15–16)

God is invisible—but, in Jesus, He became visible for a season. Today, 
we cannot see God with our natural, physical eyes. God’s throne, as well 
as the organization of Satan’s kingdom, is also invisible to us. Yet they are 
real. So is time. We cannot see time or hold it in our hands, but we see 
its effects, such as when we observe the growth of a baby from infancy to 
childhood to adolescence to adulthood; or, when we notice the gradual ap-
pearance of wrinkles on our bodies in places we never thought they would 
develop.

Thoughts are real, too. Like time, they are intangible but produce 
tangible results. If you have ever regretted saying something hurtful to a 
loved one, you know how real and lasting the effects of your words can 
be. Thinking is also catalytic; it ignites chain reactions. Thoughts become 
words…words become actions…actions become reality. If you think about 
something long enough, you will eventually vocalize it. If you keep saying 
it, you will act on it; and if you act on it long enough, you will become it.

Thoughts impact people individually, but they also create and trans-
form groups. Individuals coalesce around ideas. Cultures are formed wher-
ever like-minded people gather. You cannot physically see the underlying 
groupthink, but you can see the culture that develops from it. If excellence is 
a company’s hallmark, you can trace it back to the group’s shared mind-set. 
If a nation is known for protecting individual freedoms, it is because that 
ideal is engrained in its thinking.

Thoughts are real, and thoughts transform.
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Thoughts Come from Somewhere
Have you ever awakened to a thought that seemed to have come out of 

nowhere? I have. One morning, my waking thoughts were so strong, they 
seemed almost audible. “Who are you?” a voice snarled. “You don’t even 
have a job description. You are a loser!”

Talk about a “wake-up call”!

At the time, I was on staff at a church and also doing itinerant minis-
try. In retrospect, I can see that God was transitioning me into my current 
assignment and settling some identity issues. I had been questioning my 
role and asking Him, “Am I a pastor? Am I an evangelist? Am I a prophet? 
And what is prophetic ministry, anyway?”

Clarifying my role was a priority for me. Identifying the voice I’d heard 
was important, too. At first, not knowing what to pray, I prayed in the 
Spirit. Praying in a spiritual language is praying the language of heaven. 
The apostle Paul said that this Spirit-talk allows us to speak “mysteries”—
not from our own thinking but by the Holy Spirit. (See 1 Corinthians 
14:2.) We pray what we don’t understand so that we can understand what 
God wants to do. I would rather pray words that I can’t explain than pray 
what I shouldn’t.

The Language of Heaven

The Bible says that spiritual language is available to all 
believers through the power of the Holy Spirit. Some people 
say you can have the Holy Spirit without the Spirit-talk. My 
response is, “If it’s available, I want it!” If the Bible said I could 
slam-dunk a basketball by the power of the Holy Spirit, I’d 
want that, too. Why not? 

I love basketball, but spiritual language is much better 
than hoops. No offense, Michael Jordan.
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Soon after I prayed in the Spirit, God answered with the truth I need-
ed. A Scripture popped into my mind that I hadn’t even known I had mem-
orized. It was 1 John 3:8: “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the devil’s work.” Heavenly illumination lit my earthly lightbulb: “That’s 
your title: You are My son. Your assignment is to destroy the devil’s works. 
That’s your job description.” James 1:21 says to “receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls” (nkjv). God had planted the 
verse from 1 John so deep within me that I didn’t consciously remember it; 
but when my soul was in turmoil, heaven brought it to the surface. 

Wow! In an instant, God had addressed the same identity vacuum that 
the accusing voice had seized upon earlier that morning. I did not realize 
until later that another “access point” had been opened in my life when 
the church board members had discussed my job description among them-
selves at a meeting the night before. They had not spent the evening accus-
ing me. They had simply been addressing issues important to the church. 
Yet their discussion had created an opening in the atmosphere that the 
“accuser of the brethren” (see Revelation 12:10 nkjv, kjv) had been happy 
to exploit.

As rude an awakening as I experienced that day, it was also providen-
tial. Only hours later, my senior leader called me into his office and said, 
“Bob, you were the topic of our board meeting last night. The board has no 
job description for you. They don’t know if you’re a pastor or an evangelist. 
They want me to find out.”

Whoa, I thought. God totally prepared me for something I had no idea 
was coming.

I answered my boss without hesitation. “That’s easy. I can write out my 
job description for you right now.”

“Really?” he asked, a little surprised.

“Yeah, no problem.”

My Father had already given me the answer, so I wrote it down on a 
sheet of paper and slid it across the table. It was short and sweet: “Title: 
Son of God. Job description: Destroy the works of the devil.” This opened 
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up a larger conversation and gave us both a clear sense of direction. When 
we were done, my official job description was in black and white.

I learned several things that day. First, every thought comes from 
somewhere, and sometimes it comes from a combination of places. To 
handle thoughts accurately, you have to identify their sources. Generally, 
they come from four places:

• the atmosphere

• the accuser

• adversity

• heaven

Let’s take a look at each of these sources.

Thoughts from the Atmosphere

Have you ever left a store and taken a song home with you? While 
you’re picking out a ripe melon, a catchy tune plays overhead. The music is 
designed to change the atmosphere and induce you to spend more money. 
Whether or not you are consciously aware of what is happening, the song 
stays with you. Hours later, the melon is long gone, but you are still hum-
ming the tune.

Unsolicited thoughts are “hitchhikers” that hang out in the atmo-
sphere. If you let them, they’ll climb into your head and stay until you 
show them the door.

Thoughts from the Accuser

The “accuser of the brethren” is the devil. Scripture says he accuses us 
before God day and night. (See Revelation 12:10.) When the words You are 
a loser! rang out in my mind, it was the accuser speaking. My wife wasn’t 
talking in her sleep, thank God. The board members weren’t taking pot-
shots at me, either. And, although the thoughts entered my mind, they were 
not my thoughts. They were lies designed to slander me and to debase me.

If you accept demonic accusations, they can become fixtures in your 
thinking. But if you identify their source, you will realize that they don’t 
belong to you, and you will reject them as the lies they are.
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Thoughts from Adversity

Adversity can affect your long-term thinking in powerful ways, as well. 
Imagine that you were bitten by a dog as a child. You can see how dog-
related fears might become part of your outlook. Even if you grew to be six 
foot something and could bench-press a couple hundred pounds, the sud-
den move of a Teacup Chihuahua might raise your heart rate. The reaction 
would be based on an adverse experience that had imprinted your psyche 
and now causes you to see new experiences through old filters.

Thoughts developed in adversity don’t automatically leave when the 
adverse experience is over. They have to be recognized, held up to the light, 
and escorted to the trash heap.

Thoughts from Heaven

Heaven’s thinking is what we are after. Scripture tells us to live from ev-
ery word proceeding from God’s mouth. (See Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 
4:4.) That is exactly what Jesus did. He listened for what His Father was 
saying and then spoke and acted accordingly. Jesus was not insulated from 
thoughts that challenged His purpose, yet He mastered them. He filtered 
out “hitchhikers” in the atmosphere. He rejected the devil’s suggestions in 
the wilderness. He kept negative experiences with powerful people in per-
spective. And, He refused to allow any fear of His impending crucifixion 
to paralyze Him.

As Jesus did, we can identify the sources of our thoughts and confront 
them with truth. We can live in the midst of the world’s chaos without 
being ruled by it. The answer is to create what I call the atmosphere of our 
arising. It is the atmosphere David understood so well—the realm of praise 
that healed his emotional wounds and prepared him to fulfill God’s mas-
sive plan for his life.

David said to God, “You are holy, enthroned in the praises of Israel” 
(Psalm 22:3 nkjv). The word translated “praises” here comes from a unique 
root word for praise, halal, which means “to be (clamorously) foolish” and 
“to make a show.”1 David did not care who was watching him or what any-
one thought as he danced before the ark of the covenant. (See 1 Chronicles 
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15:28–29; 2 Samuel 6:16–22.) The ark had been designated as the seat of 
God’s presence in the tabernacle and temple.

Through worship, David created an atmosphere in which God’s throne 
became “Daddy’s chair.” Meeting with his Father again and again in this 
intimate place transformed his soul. The repeatedly rejected “runt of the 
litter” became the fierce defender of Israel who took down Goliath with a 
slingshot and a stone. (See 1 Samuel 17.)

Opposing Cultures
The term culture war is popular these days. Whether or not we believe 

such a thing exists, we can agree that two very different cultures are facing 
off in our world: the culture of heaven and the culture of hell.

The “war” is not new. These two kingdoms have opposed each other 
from before the beginning of time. They are pictured in a couple of well-
known Bible accounts. The first story is that of the Tower of Babel. At 
this time in history, the whole world was united by a common language, 
and people were moving eastward looking for a place to settle down. (See 
Genesis 11:1–2.) They said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower 
that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise 
we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth” (Genesis 11:4). 

That plan was at odds with God’s purposes. After the flood, God had 
blessed Noah and his sons and told them to “fill the earth” (Genesis 9:1). 
There was plenty of territory to cover, but the tower-builders wanted to stay 
local and make a name for themselves. Their thinking was hellish; their 
tower was an attempt to overcome heaven. The idea was futile. Reaching 
from earth to heaven was impossible. The real genius would have been to 
build in the opposite direction—from heaven to earth. That was essentially 
what Jesus offered Nicodemus: to be born from above and to start building 
from there. (See John 3.)

The second biblical story reveals the culture of heaven. Jesus gave His 
disciples a pop quiz, and one disciple came up with the right answer.

[Jesus] asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
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others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he 
asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, 
but by my Father in heaven.” (Matthew 16:13–17)

Peter answered Jesus’ question from the Father’s perspective. The dis-
ciple known for putting his foot in his mouth aced the oral exam! Jesus gave 
Peter the spiritual equivalent of a high five and explained the importance of 
his revelation to the world:

I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  
 (Matthew 16:18–19)

In other words: “Good job, Peter! You didn’t get this idea from the 
world. You got it from heaven. If enough people learn to think this way, 
they will bring heaven’s environment to earth and decimate the culture of 
hell.”

Imagine how Peter felt. While his comrades had fished for an answer, 
he had heard straight from heaven and said something that was light-years 
beyond his natural thinking. Based on Peter’s personality, I’m guessing he 
felt like the big man on campus. Instead of a dunce cap, he got himself a 
gold star.

Of course, Jesus would not have banished anyone to the corner, but 
Peter might have pictured himself ending up there. As passionate as he was, 
he did not always think like Christ. Right after his earthshaking revelation, 
he slipped right back into “Peter-think.” It happened when Jesus said that 
He would soon die and be resurrected. Peter took exception to this idea and 
advised Jesus against the plan. Suddenly, the disciple who’d had heavenly 
insight into the Son was at odds with the Son’s primary mission.

Peter took [Jesus] aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he 
said. “This shall never happen to you!” Jesus turned and said to Peter, 
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“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not 
have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”  
 (Matthew 16:22–23)

Ouch. Peter got to wear the pointy hat after all. In a single conver-
sation, he went from star student to cleaning the chalkboards. Jesus’ 
statement “Get behind me, Satan!” warns us to discern the sources of our 
thoughts. It is also a powerful reminder not to allow the thinking of oth-
ers to draw us away from our heavenly mission. Jesus was neither im-
pressed by Peter’s first statement nor intimidated by his second. He was 
focused on heaven. In the long run (and in all seriousness), Peter was 
transformed and was powerfully used to establish the culture of heaven 
on earth. His revelation stands in stark contrast to the mind-set of the 
tower-builders in Genesis. They were self-promoting and self-serving. 
Peter ultimately devoted his life to glorifying and serving his King, and 
he was martyred.

I have witnessed this kind of transformation in others and have expe-
rienced it in my own thinking. Several years ago, after a particularly pow-
erful meeting, a woman approached me and asked if I would address her 
church group. The topic, as I understood it, was the power of the Spirit, so 
I agreed.

When I received the formal invitation, I discovered that we were not 
talking about the same spirit. The words church and Christian were con-
spicuously absent. I did an Internet search on the group and realized that I 
had booked myself to speak at an “interfaith, New-Age church.”

Knowing that my thinking about Jesus would be different from theirs, 
I asked Him what He thought about the invitation. The answer came 
quickly, as if Jesus had said, “I don’t know what you’re doing, but I’m going!”

My thinking was immediately transformed. Jesus is not afraid to hang 
out with people who don’t believe in Him, even if they are antagonistic to-
ward Him. I realized that I should see it the same way He does. Since that 
day, I have addressed many people and groups who are from other faiths or 
have no faith at all. Jesus is seriously not offended by folks who find Him 
offensive!
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The meeting with the New Age group proved to be powerful. 
Outwardly, it was nonconfrontational. I told them who Jesus is to me—
the unique Son of God who died and rose again. I told them about my best 
friend, the Holy Spirit, and I prayed for the sick in Jesus’ name. Among the 
people who were healed was a woman with severe nerve and disk damage. 
The healing was so dramatic that it got the attention of the group’s leaders. 
As the meeting wrapped up, they stood around me with their arms folded 
and said, “We don’t believe Jesus is who you say He is, but that woman was 
not healed in a crystal healing meeting two weeks ago or in the energy heal-
ing meeting last week. But Jesus’ name healed her.”

They believed crystals and energy could heal, but neither had helped 
the woman. “Please come back,” they said, “and show us how you did that 
in Jesus’ name.”

I asked Jesus about it, and He said, “Yep!”

So, we went back five times in one year! The group advertised the 
second meeting in the newspaper and among alternative healing circles. 
Attendance was double that of the first meeting and included close to one 
hundred alternative healing practitioners. None of them believed in Jesus, 
but they soon would!

I told them that Jesus came to heal body, soul, and spirit, and I demon-
strated the first two. Powerful physical healings occurred, and some people 
received emotional freedom. When I explained the uniqueness of Jesus and 
how His resurrection provided spiritual healing, about one-fourth of the 
people asked Jesus to bring this healing into their lives. (One of the Greek 
words translated as “save” or “saved” in the New Testament is sozo. It means 
“to heal, preserve, save”2 and “to rescue from danger or destruction.”3)

It was an amazing moment, although one of the leaders didn’t think 
so—the one who had originally invited me. When she approached me af-
ter the meeting, her posture was defensive, and her face looked very seri-
ous. “I like you and the power you bring, but I am not on the same page 
with you about Jesus. I do not believe He is the Son of God.”

Already forming in my mind and on my lips were these words from 
Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus: “Unless you are born again, you 
cannot see the kingdom.” (See John 3:3.) But heaven hijacked my words. 
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Instead, Jesus’ conversation with Peter came to mind: “My Father in heav-
en revealed this to you.” (See Matthew 16:17.) In other words, if you want 
to see heaven, you need heaven’s help.

Then I heard myself say, “Just like Jesus’ disciples followed Him as 
healer, teacher, and prophet, you follow Him that way. One day, the Father 
will reveal to you who Jesus is, and the lightbulb will go on. When that 
happens, call me.”

I was clear about who Jesus is, but she didn’t need my faith—she need-
ed God to give her faith in His Son. Two months later, she called. The 
lightbulb had turned on, and Jesus had become for her more than a healer, 
a teacher, or a prophet. In her words, He had become her Savior!

Hunger for the Supernatural

Have you observed how preoccupied with vampires 
many people have been in the last few years? Have you 
noticed a similar zombie craze? People can’t seem to get 
enough of otherworldly stuff—but why?

I believe these obsessions reveal cultural deficits. People 
crave the supernatural and are crying out for something that 
reaches beyond the visible realm. They want to believe in life 
after death. Deep down, they know there is more to life than 
what they see. They are correct, and we can point them in the 
right direction—toward heaven.

The Benefits of “Losing It”
When Peter offered his two cents about the Lord’s imminent death, 

Jesus dismantled the hellish idea and gave the disciples this truth:

Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose 



What Are You Thinking?   43

it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.  
 (Matthew 16:24–25)

Jesus was not suggesting suicide as a form of worship. The word trans-
lated “life” in this passage is the Greek word psuche, or psychē, which refers 
to the soul4 (composed of the mind, the will, and the emotions). Jesus’ point 
was simple: “If you try to preserve your old way of thinking, dreaming, and 
feeling, you will lose it. But if you are willing to lose it, you will find some-
thing far better than you imagined.”

The transformation of our way of thinking is a process that Jesus is 
ready to undertake with us. You saw His surgical strike on Nicodemus’s 
belief system. After freaking him out with the words “born again,” Jesus 
upset his understanding of the curse (the result of the fall of humanity). 
For Jews, Messiah was the “anti-curse.” Jesus turned that idea on its head, 
telling Nicodemus, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the 
Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life 
in him” (John 3:14–15).

Can you imagine the rate at which Nicodemus’s synapses were fried? 
“Wait, I thought the serpent was cursed. The Messiah is supposed to re-
move the curse, not become it!”

Not everything Nicodemus believed was flat wrong, but his paradigm 
was aging out. Christ’s arrival created a new reality that this Pharisee’s 
belief system could not contain. Jesus knew the man had to break out of 
his religious boundaries and accept the Savior’s mission, or die under the 
curse. So Jesus rattled his cage some more.

Nicodemus was transformed. Just how much of the change happened 
during that one conversation, I can’t say. But the man who had been afraid 
to meet with Jesus in daylight later made a public revelation of his relation-
ship with Him. When Jesus’ body was removed from the cross, Nicodemus 
joined Joseph of Arimathea in giving Him a proper burial. Nicodemus 
brought seventy-five pounds of myrrh and aloes, and the two men wrapped 
the body themselves. (See John 19:38–42.)

Jesus taught Nicodemus how to think like heaven. He does the same 
for us. If we are willing to lose our natural thinking, we will gain heaven’s 
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point of view and live as He planned for us to live—“ from glory to glory” 
(2 Corinthians 3:18).

Thinking like Heaven
1. In Mark 2, why did the teachers of the law mistake Jesus for an 

enemy? What do you think made their perspective so rigid? Can 
“good ideas” conflict with heaven’s ideas? If so, how?

2. Imagine yourself in a conversation with someone who lives (how-
ever sincerely) according to an idea that is untrue. How can you 
speak to that person in love without validating ideas that conflict 
with God’s?

3. Spiritually speaking, what (if anything) about invisible things reg-
ularly challenges your faith? Explain. Has your view changed since 
reading this chapter? If so, how?

4. What evidence do you see in your immediate environment of hell’s 
culture? Of heaven’s culture? Do you believe that heaven will pre-
vail? How might you be part of the solution?

5. Draw up a “lose-it” list of mind-sets that limit your ability to live 
“ from glory to glory.” What do you think has held these mind-sets 
in place till now?
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1.  Biblesoft’s New Exhaustive Strong’s Numbers and Concordance with 
Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary, CD-ROM, Biblesoft, Inc. and 
International Bible Translators, Inc. (1994, 2003, 2006), s.v. “tehillah” (OT 
8416); “halal” (OT 1984).

2.  Ibid., s.v. “sozo” (NT 4982).
3.  Blue Letter Bible, Greek Lexicon, 1996–2014, s.v. “sozo” (Strong’s 

NT 4982), https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.
cfm?Strongs=G4982&t=KJV.

4.  Ibid., s.v. “psychē” (Strong’s NT 5590), https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/
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