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FOREWORD

This is a book worth reading! Bryan Cutshall is a successful young 
pastor who shows in this new book why the Old Testament can be 

such a powerful tool in coping with the problems of twenty-first-century living. 
He uses the path of the Hebrew children, getting out of Egypt, through the 
wilderness, and into the Promised Land, as a metaphor for life in modern times 
for all Christians. And he does it with clarity, simplicity, and great effectiveness.

If read simply as a retelling of the Old Testament narrative of Israel’s flight 
from captivity, this book is worthwhile. It brings that familiar biblical account 
to life in a fresh way. Beyond a mere retelling of a familiar Bible story, however, 
is Cutshall’s gift for making applications that are helpful to modern believers. 
In his book, Cutshall shows a love and understanding for the Old Testament, 
and an unusual ability to use Old Testament stories to illuminate and com-
ment on contemporary issues.

Cutshall is not primarily an Old Testament theological scholar but a 
pastor—and it shows. His pastoral eye for the application of principles is the 
strongest aspect of his writing. In every chapter, he weaves the experiences of 
his pastoral ministry into the story of the Hebrew refugees, and with wonder-
ful effect. 



The pattern Cutshall follows is a simple one: getting out of Egypt, get-
ting through the Wilderness, entering the Promised Land, and conquering 
Canaan is the challenge everyone faces in every generation. There are memo-
rable lessons in this book for every reader, whether a veteran traveler on the 
Christian path, or a newcomer to it. I recommend Your Promised Land Awaits 
with enthusiasm.

—Charles Paul Conn 
President, Lee University 

Cleveland, Ohio
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INTRODUCTION

Where are the champions—the present-day heroes of the 
Christian faith? Where are those who walk and talk what 

they claim they would die for? Where are those who would stand up to the 
naysayers and become “yea-sayers”? It takes such little effort to be average, and 
almost no effort to be mediocre. Has the average, the status quo, become the 
accepted Christian norm of the day?

Victory is still possible for those who are willing to climb mountains, walk 
through deserts, and hold on to divine promises. Our goal is not to simply 
make it to heaven or to barely avoid hell. We have been promised quality of 
life—Canaan land! This promise is not a figment of hopeful imagination; it is 
a tangible reality for pilgrims who are willing to finish the journey. There are 
no shortcuts or quick-fix remedies. Ridding ourselves of carnality is a tough 
walk up the less-traveled road called “paying the price”—the only route to the 
winner’s circle.

The Christian life is not merely existing until Christ comes back for His 
church. Rather, the Christian life is

• a battleground for not only fighting giants, but also killing giants.
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• a pathway for not only walking through valleys, but also walking out of 
valleys.

• a place of trust where you not only live by faith, but also live in faith.

• a passageway of learning to focus your life, yoke with Christ, and align 
with the road map of God’s Word.

• a proclamation of a lifestyle of destiny and divine promise.

Leave the drudgeries behind; sound the trumpet of war to Satan’s forces, 
declaring your determination to join the land of the living. Leave a legacy of 
victory behind for those who dare to pursue the tracks of the determined. 
Your Promised Land Awaits—a life filled with exploits of excellence.

With these convictions I write this book, which not only identifies the 
struggles within, but also sheds light on the less-traveled trail leading to 
Canaan. Come join the pilgrimage of the Israelites. Identify with their strug-
gles. Learn from their mistakes. Feast on their manna, and prepare for a new 
way of living—living on His promises.



PART I

EGYPT AND HOW TO  
GET OUT
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1

HOW DID  
EGYPT GET INTO ME?

Camping at HaranFlashbulbs popped all around the room, creating a strobe effect. The 
woman behind the microphone squinted and shielded her eyes. “You 

keep flashing, making it hard for me to read your lips. Can you hold it for a 
minute?” she asked.

The news conference was the first of many for Heather Whitestone, the 
newly crowned Miss America who had become deaf at the age of eleven. The 
twenty-one-year-old junior from Jacksonville State University had only 5 per-
cent hearing in her left ear. Heather read lips, however, wore a large hearing 
aid, and used sign language to compensate for her hearing loss.

Heather’s character reflected her philosophy. She did not view her disability 
as a handicap. Rather, she believed, “The most handicapped person in the world 
is a negative thinker.” Heather told the audience that, when she was a child, her 
mother often told her that the last four letters of American is “I C-A-N.”
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Heather proceeded to tour the United States on a grueling speaking cir-
cuit, declaring to young people with and without disabilities that “anything is 
possible!”

During the talent portion of the pageant, Heather had performed a ballet 
routine that had brought the audience to tears as she danced to the music, 
“Via Dolorosa.” She was able to dance by feeling the vibrations of the music, 
counting the beats in her head, and synchronizing her dance movements to 
reflect the changes in pitch.

What motivated Heather to accomplish such stunning achievements? 
Was it a special advantage or privilege that she had over others in life? Was it 
money, pedigree, or influence that brokered her success? Maybe it was extraor-
dinary talent or intellect that did it. 

No, in spite of the handicaps, hardships, and heartbreaks, Heather 
Whitestone achieved the impossible because of her belief that she could 
overcome any problem that threatened to keep her from achieving her goals. 
Heather’s formula for success is simple. Anyone who chooses to use it can 
attain high levels of accomplishment—even the impossible. Her formula is 
this:

1. Believe you are who God says you are.

2. Believe anything is possible.

Destined for Greatness
Deep in the soul of mankind are seeds of success—seeds sown by God 

when He created mankind. This is why men and women compete against each 
other and strive to be the very best they can be.

God is whole and complete. When man was created by God, he received 
the reflection (in measure) of God’s nature. Humanity’s prototype was made 
complete in every way, fitted to win.

The image of mankind’s Maker reflects upon our souls and upon our 
dreams for success and victory.
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Down but Not Out

When Mount St. Helens belched forth fire and brimstone, tens of thou-
sands of square miles of Eden-like landscape were suddenly transformed into 
a hellish moonscape unfit for habitation. Life was instantly extinguished. The 
crisp scent of springtime changed into the acrid stench of death and destruc-
tion that will last for decades to come.

Similarly, when Adam fell, he was totally 
corrupted. The image of God, once aglow in 
man’s heart, flickered. God’s image in man’s 
heart became polluted with selfishness, greed, 
and sin. The precious seeds God had planted in 
mankind were exposed and contaminated by the 
consequences of mankind’s spiritual fall. The 
damage was total and complete.

So it is with fallen man today. He reflects 
the distorted image he carries of his Creator. His 
values, goals, dreams, emotions, and physical well-being have all been affected. 
What once was a clear reflection of God’s image is now marred and corrupted.

Man’s fallout was far-reaching—more so than the debacle at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power station in the Ukraine. When that protective superstructure 
was breached, it released billows of radioactive chemicals into the atmosphere, 
infecting  thousands with sickness and death. 

The fallout of Eden does not discriminate. It takes its toll on men, women, 
and children for generations.

Two Threads
A powerful analogy of how fallen creation influences and affects every-

thing within it is found in the Old Testament book of Genesis. Of the many 
historical accounts, revelations, and relationships described in this book, two 
threads run throughout its pages. One is the golden thread of achievement 
and freedom; the other is the black thread of failure and bondage.

The golden thread of achievement begins with the promise of God.

Deep in the  
soul of mankind are 
seeds of success—
seeds sown by God 
when He created 

mankind.
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The Promise
Mankind started down the long spiral of disobedience, trapped in an 

endless cycle of failure. The forces of a fallen nature were pulling him faster 
toward destruction. He repeated the same mistakes as he tried, without suc-
cess, to break this cycle of misery and mediocrity.

Until, one day, God planted in the heart of a man a noble seed of His 
promises, which ultimately led mankind back to Him. This journey of faith 
began as an excursion of trust, with God’s promises as the sole road map. The 
pathway of promise began with a pilgrim named Abram. We pick up his story 
and the beginning of his journey in Genesis 12:1–4.

Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your 
family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you. I will 
make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and 
you shall be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him 
who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So 
Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him. (Genesis 12:1–4)

God selected Abram to break through the atmosphere of evil and 
debauchery that sin had bred. Abram, probably much like anyone today, was 
not a superman. Moreover, his society was in turmoil and everyone was doing 
his or her own thing.

Suddenly, life as Abram knew it changed. God promised him amazing 
things during his lifetime—achievements that would impact the entire human 
race for all time. God Himself guaranteed the fulfillment of these promises:

1. Abram would father a great nation of people.

2. He would have God’s blessing rest upon him and upon his descendents.

3. He would be a blessing to the nations of the world.

God planted in Abram’s heart the seed of His promises. Now it became 
Abram’s responsibility to obey. However, the “fallout” of a fallen nature 
affected Abram and, as we shall see, he constantly fought a battle against the 
pull of the world trying to reclaim him.
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Abram was living at his father’s house. Archaeological evidence shows 
that those who lived in Ur worshipped the moon god, Sin. Before God could 
fulfill His divine plan in Abram’s life, He had to get Abram away from Sin and 
get the influence of Sin out of Abram.

Haran—The Crossroads
Soon, Abram was off with a band of travelers following the dream of 

a better life—a promise God told him would be fulfilled in a land called 
Canaan. This became Abram’s destination. However, many delays and detours 
occurred because of the pull of family and friends.

Abram first traveled with his family from his home, Ur of the Chaldeans, 
to Haran, which means “road.” This was the first of many tests of faith Abram 
would encounter on his long journey. He had to say good-bye to his past if he 
chose to go father down the pathway of promise. I can imagine that, as he walked 
to the edge of the city each morning, Abram felt the pull of God’s Promised 
Land—a place flowing with milk and honey. But returning to the home of an 
aged father, he hid the promises in his heart to live out the hours of another day.

Abram must have thought, Do I see a new horizon? Or is it a spotlight keep-
ing me in touch with reality? Where do I go from here?

Haran was a crossroad of choices, a tug-of-war between:

• Disobedience and obedience

• Family and God

• Flesh and spirit

• Dreams and realities

• Old habits and new hope

With each day, Abram reminded himself that Canaan was waiting. The 
beckoning call of God tugged at his heart. Would this be the day to take the 
giant step of faith? Could he walk into his dying father’s room and tell him he 
was leaving?

Days turned into months, months into years. Before Abram knew it, he 
had lived in Haran, the city of limbo, for five years—five years filled with 
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dreaming and soul-searching. It wasn’t until after the death and burial of his 
father, Terah, that Abram finally continued his pursuit of the promise.

The Land of Promise
After traveling approximately 240 miles from Haran, Abram and his 

family came to Shechem, a city in Canaan. (See Genesis 12:4–6.) The small 
caravan approached the city with elation. The 
next morning Abram was led by the Spirit to a 
high place where God affirmed the promise: “To 
your descendants I will give this land” (verse 7). 
God was refining Abram’s character in a pagan 
land infested with idolatry and wickedness. 
The people of Shechem were unaware of God’s 
promise. 

The great pastor Henry Ward Beecher 
said, “If a man cannot be a Christian in the 
place where he is, he cannot be a Christian 
anywhere.” One might also say, “If a man 

cannot be faithful where he is, he will not be faithful anywhere.” Abram clung 
to the vision God had given him. In the midst of ridicule, rejection, and 
isolation, Abram built altars and worshipped God. His dream of fulfilling 
God’s promises burned brightly in his heart—until famine hit. With starv-
ing herds and a lack of food, Abram’s faith was stretched to the limit. Would 
he hold on?

Down to Egypt—The High Price  
of Disobedience

Rumors from traveling caravans said there was plenty to eat in Egypt. 
Instead of trusting God, Abram began thinking about turning away from 
Canaan, taking the easy road by going “down to Egypt” (Genesis 12:10). 
Finally Abram announced to his family that they were indeed heading 
south.

“If a man cannot  
be a Christian  

in the place where 
he is, he cannot be a 

Christian anywhere.”
—Henry Ward 

Beecher
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Egypt represents the world’s detour from God’s promises. Abram’s prom-
ise would never materialize in Egypt. His dreams and goals would die a slow 
death on the road of disobedience.

Abram’s journey to Egypt was provoked by famine; however, he got 
into trouble with Pharaoh and was asked to leave the country. Later, Isaac 
was warned by God to stay out of Egypt. (See Genesis 26:2.) Many years 
later, Jacob and his sons would travel down to Egypt—once again, to avoid 
famine—at the invitation of Joseph, who had been elevated to rulership. (See 
Genesis 45:4–11.) After the famine and Joseph’s 
death, however, the Israelites became slaves of 
Pharaoh. After 430 years of staying in Egypt, they 
were ready to leave.

The phrase “down to Egypt” is used sixteen 
times in the Bible, whereas Scripture refers to 
people going “up out of Egypt” thirty-three times. 
Disobedience always leads downward and away 
from God. God’s plan for you and me is to live 
on higher ground—the rarefied air where eagles 
soar and nest on mountain peaks. God’s plan also 
includes waiting and patience. “But those who wait 
on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31).

Disobedience is always a detour—a detour that withholds the promises 
of God in our lives. As a child, I was greatly influenced by a minister with a 
unique preaching and singing style. After many years, I lost touch with him. 
A few years ago, I heard the terrible news that this man was sent to prison for 
murder. After learning the details preceding this event, I realized that Egypt’s 
call eventually enticed him. He left the ministry, his wife, and his ministerial 
calling to pursue the “things of this world” in Egypt. Recently, a pastor friend 
of mine visited him in prison. The ex-minister said to my friend, “Tell every-
one you know, ‘It’s not worth it!’ Tell them, ‘Sin will take you farther than you 
ever thought you could go.’”

The chase cost him dearly. His total losses are unknown, but one thing is 
sure: he lost the season of blessings and promises preserved for this time in his 

Disobedience  
is always  

a detour—a  
detour that 

withholds the 
promises of God  

in our lives.
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life. As the old saying goes, “Sin will always take you farther than you want to 
go. Sin will always keep you longer than you want to stay. Sin will always cost 
you more than you can afford to pay.”
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GOING DOWN TO EGYPT

Personal Evaluation
Read each of the following statements and answer True or False. After 

answering, take time to reflect on your answers to determine areas in your life 
that need prayer.

1. I truly believe that God has placed seeds of greatness in my life.

2. I am pursuing God’s promises in my life.

3. I understand areas of weakness (temptations) that could potentially 
lure me into this world’s system, and I am guarding myself against 
them.

4. I truly believe God has a plan for my life.

5. I truly believe God wants me to win and not to lose.

Personal Reflection
Meditate on the following questions and answer them honestly.

1. Do I fully understand the high cost associated with disobeying God’s 
plan for my life?

2. Am I waiting for something to happen before I follow God’s plan for 
my life?

3. Am I fully aware that my disobedience may visit the generation that 
follows me unless I follow God’s plan?
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4. Do I really believe God wants me to live in victory?

5. Have I claimed the promises of God for my life?

Group Discussion
1. Abraham is one of the greatest Old Testament patriarchs and Bible 

heroes. Discuss Abram, the ordinary man, and his struggles to take 
God at His word.

2. Name several promises of God and discuss how they apply to your 
current situation.

3. Ask a member of the group to share a personal experience of being 
at a crossroads.

4. Some people believe that the spiritual analogy of the Promised Land 
or Canaan is heaven. Explain.

5. Discuss why you think it is God’s will for each person to be an 
overcomer.

6. List and discuss some of the seeds of greatness God has placed within 
each of us.

7. Discuss the last three sentences in this chapter:

• Sin will always take you farther than you want to go.

• Sin will always keep you longer than you want to stay.

• Sin will always cost you more than you can afford to pay.

Group Exercise
Arrange your chairs in a circle. Take turns as members of the group point 

out some seeds of greatness God has placed in each individual’s life. The 
result will be positive and powerful as you see exhortation and encourage-
ment personified.


