Trinity Presbyterian Church
Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany - February 2, 2025

Responsive Call to Worship

O Lord, in you we find refuge;
Let us never be put to shame.
Turn your ear to us, O God, and save us.
For you are our rock and our fortress.
God has been our hope and our trust from our earliest days.
God has been with us since we were born from our mother’s
womb.
Let us sing out our praise of God's steadfast love.
We will offer God all glory and honour this day and always!
Hymn 706 Come, let us sing

1. Come, let us sing of a wonderful love,
tender and true, tender and true;

out of the heart of the Father above,
streaming to me and to you:

wonderful love, wonderful love

dwells in the heart of the Father above.

2. Jesus the Saviour this gospel to tell
joyfully came, joyfully came,

came with the helpless and hopeless to dwell,
sharing their sorrow and shame:

seeking the lost, seeking the lost,

saving, redeeming at measureless cost.

3. Jesus is seeking the wanderers yet;
why do they roam? why do they roam?
Love only waits to forgive and forget;
home, weary wanderers, home:
wonderful love, wonderful love



dwells in the heart of the Father above.

4. Come to my heart, O thou wonderful love;
come and abide, come and abide,

lifting my life till it rises above

envy and falsehood and pride:

seeking to be, seeking to be

lowly and humble, a learner of thee.

Prayer of Praise and Confession (minister)
Assurance of Pardon (minister)
Hymn 371 Love divine, all loves excelling

1. Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down;
fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,

enter every trembling heart.

2. Breathe, oh breathe thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast!

Let us all in thee inherit,

let us find the promised rest;

take away our love of sinning;

Alpha and Omega be;

end of faith as its beginning,

set our hearts at liberty.

3. Come, almighty to deliver,
let us all thy grace receive;
suddenly return and never,
never more thy temples leave.



Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray and praise thee, without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

4. Finish then thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation
perfectly re stored in thee,
changed from glory into glory

till in heaven we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love and praise.

Prayer for illumination
Responsive Reading Psalm 71:1-6

'O Lord, | have come to you for protection;
don't let me be disgraced.
>Save me and rescue me,
for you do what is right.
Turn your ear to listen to me,
and set me free.
3 Be my rock of safety
where | can always hide.
Give the order to save me,
for you are my rock and my fortress.
* My God, rescue me from the power of the wicked,
from the clutches of cruel oppressors.
> O Lord, you alone are my hope.
I've trusted you, O Lord, from childhood.
®Yes, you have been with me from birth;
from my mother’s womb you have cared for me.
No wonder | am always praising you!



New Living Translation (NLT)
Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation

Scripture Lessons
Jeremiah 1:4-10 NLT
4 The Lord gave me this message:

5 "l knew you before | formed you in your mother’'s womb.
Before you were born | set you apart
and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.”

6 "O Sovereign Lord,” | said, "l can’t speak for you! I'm too young!”

7 The Lord replied, “Don’t say, ‘I'm too young,’ for you must go
wherever | send you and say whatever | tell you. 8 And don't be afraid
of the people, for | will be with you and will protect you. |, the Lord,
have spoken!” 9 Then the Lord reached out and touched my mouth
and said,

“Look, | have put my words in your mouth!

10 Today | appoint you to stand up
against nations and kingdoms.

Some you must uproot and tear down,
destroy and overthrow.

Others you must build up
and plant.”

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 NLT

1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t
love others, | would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If |
had the gift of prophecy, and if | understood all of God's secret plans
and possessed all knowledge, and if | had such faith that | could move
mountains, but didn't love others, | would be nothing. 3 If | gave
everything | have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, | could
boast about it; but if | didn't love others, | would have gained nothing.



4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or
rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps
no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but
rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never
loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.

8 Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special
knowledge will become useless. But love will last forever! 9 Now our
knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even the gift of prophecy
reveals only part of the whole picture! 10 But when the time of
perfection comes, these partial things will become useless.

11 When | was a child, | spoke and thought and reasoned as a child.
But when | grew up, | put away childish things. 12 Now we see things
imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see
everything with perfect clarity. All that | know now is partial and
incomplete, but then | will know everything completely, just as God
now knows me completely.

13 Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the
greatest of these is love.

Luke 4:21-30 NLT

21 Then he began to speak to them. “The Scripture you've just heard
has been fulfilled this very day!”

22 Everyone spoke well of him and was amazed by the gracious words
that came from his lips. “How can this be?” they asked. “Isn't this
Joseph's son?”

23 Then he said, "You will undoubtedly quote me this proverb:
'Physician, heal yourself—meaning, ‘Do miracles here in your
hometown like those you did in Capernaum.’ 24 But | tell you the
truth, no prophet is accepted in his own hometown.

25 "Certainly there were many needy widows in Israel in Elijah’s time,
when the heavens were closed for three and a half years, and a severe



famine devastated the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them.
He was sent instead to a foreigner—a widow of Zarephath in the land
of Sidon. 27 And many in Israel had leprosy in the time of the prophet
Elisha, but the only one healed was Naaman, a Syrian.”

28 When they heard this, the people in the synagogue were furious. 29
Jumping up, they mobbed him and forced him to the edge of the hill
on which the town was built. They intended to push him over the cliff,
30 but he passed right through the crowd and went on his way.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon The greatest thing
Prayers of the People (minister)
Hymn 373 Jesus loves me, this | know

1. Jesus loves me, this | know,
for the Bible tells me so,

little ones to him belong,

they are weak, but he is strong.

Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

2. Jesus loves me, this | know,

as he loved so long ago,

taking children on his knee,

saying, “Let them come to me.”
Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

3. Jesus loves me still today,
walking with me on my way,



wanting as a friend to give

Light and love to all who live
Refrain:
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

The offering
*Doxology 830 Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication (congregation)
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. For ever

and ever. Amen.

Hymn 209 O love that wilt not let me go

1. O Love that wilt not let me go,

| rest my weary soul in thee;

| give thee back the life | owe,
that in thine ocean depths its flow
may richer, fuller be.

2. O Light that followest all my way,
| yield my flickering torch to thee;



my heart restores its borrowed ray,
that in thy sunshine’s blaze, its day
may brighter, fairer be.

3. O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;

| trace the rainbow through the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain

that morn shall tearless be.

4. O Cross that liftest up my head,

I dare not ask to fly from thee;

I lay in dust life's glory dead,

and from the ground there blossoms red,
life that shall endless be.

Choral Blessing

Go now in peace, never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love and show you believe.

Reach out to others so all the world can see---.
God will be there, watching from above.

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

Benediction
Three-fold Amen

Amen, Amen, Amen.



