
 

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 

Fourth Sunday in Lent – March 19, 2023 

Responsive Call to Worship – Lenten Liturgy 

Just as the Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness, 

the Spirit leads us into places of uncertainty where we 

confront our weakness and insecurities. 

Here we are taught to pay attention to those whom others ignore. 

Jesus insists that God’s grace is revealed in unlikely people. 

God’s realm is a place where all are welcome, regardless of their state 

or position. In a world of disparity, we recognize that some receive  

what is denied to others.  

Let us break through barriers that keep many from receiving 

the grace that they need. 

Hymn 11 The Lord's my shepherd 

1. The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want. 

He makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 

2. My soul he doth restore again, 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness 

even for his own name's sake. 

3. Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 

yet will I fear none ill, 

for thou art with me, and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still. 

4. My table thou hast furnished 

in presence of my foes; 

my head thou dost with oil anoint 

and my cup overflows. 

5. Goodness and mercy all my life 

shall surely follow me 

and in God's house forevermore 

my dwelling place shall be. 



Prayer of Praise (minister) 

Hymn 291 Thou Whose almighty Word 

1. Thou whose almighty word 

chaos and darkness heard 

and took their flight, 

hear us, we humbly pray, 

and where the gospel day 

sheds not its glorious ray 

Let There Be Light! 

2. Saviour who came to bring 

on thy redeeming wing 

healing and sight, 

health to the sick in mind, 

sight to the inly blind, 

now to all humankind 

Let There Be Light! 

3. Spirit of truth and love, 

lifegiving, holy Dove, 

speed forth thy flight; 

move o'er the waters' face, 

bearing the lamp of grace, 

and in earth's darkest place 

Let There Be Light! 

4. Blessed and holy Three, 

glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might, 

boundless as ocean's tide 

rolling in fullest pride, 

through the world, far and wide, 

Let There Be Light! 

Prayer of Confession (congregation) 

God of life and love, these days we confess that events 

around us shake our trust in your love. When terror strikes 

and innocents fall, we wonder if love can defeat violence. 

When truth is twisted by misleading claims, we wonder if 

love can prevail over lies. When we face trouble, we wonder 



if you love us at all. Forgive us, God, when we lose our trust 

in your love. 

- silent confession - 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. For ever 

and ever. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  (minister) 

Hymn 171 The people that in darkness 

1. The people that in darkness pined 

have seen a glorious light; 

the people dwell in day, who dwelt 

in death's surrounding night. 

2. To hail your rise, O better Sun, 

the gathering nations come, 

rejoicing as when reapers bear 

the harvest treasures home. 

3. To us a Child of hope is born, 

to us a Son is given, 

and on his shoulders ever rests 

all power in earth and heaven. 

4. His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 

forevermore adored, 

the Wonderful, the Counsellor, 

the great and mighty Lord. 

5. His reign of righteous government 

shall over all extend, 

for peace and justice shall abound 

in this world without end. 

Responsive Reading  Psalm 23 p. 474 NT & Psalms 

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 



    He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 

    he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right paths 

    for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk 

    through the darkest valley, 

I will fear no evil, 

    for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 

    they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; 

    my cup overflows. 

Surely your goodness and love will follow me 

    all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

    forever. 
New Living Translation (NLT)  

Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation 

Scripture Lessons: 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 p. 226 pew Bible 

Ephesians 5:8-14 p. 337 NT & Psalms 

John 9:1-41  p. 176 NT & Psalms 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon What about darkness? 

Prayers of the People  (minister) 

Hymn 284 Revive your work, O Lord 

1. Revive your work, O Lord: 

your mighty arm make bare; 

speak with the voice which wakes the dead, 

and make your people hear. 

2. Revive your work, O Lord: 

disturb this sleep of death; 

ignite the smouldering embers now 

by your almighty breath. 



3. Revive your work, O Lord: 

create soul-thirst for you, 

and hunger for the bread of life, 

our spirits to renew. 

4. Revive your work, O Lord: 

exalt your precious name, 

and by the Holy Spirit come 

and set our love aflame. 

5. Revive your work, O Lord: 

give power unto your word; 

grant that your living gospel may 

in living faith be heard. 

6. Revive your work, O Lord: 

give pentecostal showers; 

the glory shall be all your own; 

the blessing, Lord, be ours. 

Offering Announcement 

Offering & Offertory 

*Doxology 830 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication (congregation) 

God of grace and truth; in Jesus, Light of the world, you have 

fulfilled your promise to be with us when we walk through 

the darkest valley. Our gratitude for this evidence of your 

love for the world is made visible in these our offerings. 

Bless them and use them to bring peace to places of unrest, 

love to places of hatred, joy to places of fear, and hope to 

places of loss. Amen. 

Hymn 363 All hail the power of Jesus' name 

1. All hail the power of Jesus' name; 

let angels prostrate fall; 

bring forth the royal diadem to 

crown him, crown him, crown him, 



crown him Lord of all. 

2. Crown him, ye martyrs of your God, 

who from his altar call; 

extol the Stem of Jesse's Rod, and 

crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all. 

3. Ye seed of Israel's chosen race, 

ye ransomed from the fall, 

hail him who saves you by his grace, and 

crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all. 

4. Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget 

the wormwood and the gall, 

go, spread your trophies at his feet, and 

crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all. 

5. Let every tribe and every tongue, 

responsive to the call, 

lift high the universal song, and 

crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all. 

Choral Blessing 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will be with you each hour of every day. 

God will be there, watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Benediction 

Three-fold Amen 

Piano Postlude 


