
 

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 

Second Sunday in Lent – March 5, 2023 

Responsive Call to Worship – Lenten Liturgy 

Just as the Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness, 

the Spirit sends us into places of uncertainty where we 

confront our weakness and insecurities. 

Even when our situation changes, we cling to the tried and the true. 

We insist that what worked in the past will work in the 

future. 

Yet, Jesus calls us to die to our old ways so that the new will emerge. 

He said that we need to be born again to see God’s new 

realm. 

Embracing God’s realm will mean accepting different principles that 

no longer feed our egos. 

It will mean putting the needs of others before our own. 

We know the depth of God’s love, revealed to us in Jesus, God’s Son. 

When we are reborn by God’s Spirit, we will go where the 

Spirit leads us and love as God loves us. 

Hymn 54 Unto the hills around 

81 Unto the hills around 

1. Unto the hills around do I lift up 

my longing eyes: 

oh whence for me shall my salvation come, 

from whence arise? 

From God the Lord doth come my certain aid, 

from God the Lord who heaven and earth hath made. 

2. He will not suffer that thy foot be moved: 

safe shalt thou be. 

No careless slumber shall his eyelids close, 

who keepeth thee. 

Behold, he sleepeth not, he slumbereth ne’er, 

who keepeth Israel in his holy care. 

3. Jehovah is himself thy keeper true, 

thy changeless shade; 

Jehovah thy defence on thy right hand 

himself hath made, 



and thee no sun by day shall ever smite; 

no moon shall harm thee in the silent night. 

4. From every evil shall he keep thy soul, 

from every sin: 

Jehovah shall preserve thy going out, 

thy coming in. 

Above thee watching, he whom we adore 

shall keep thee henceforth, yea, forevermore. 

Prayer of Praise (minister) 

Hymn 90 God is love, let heaven adore Him 

297 O love that casts out fear 

1. O love that casts out fear, 

O love that casts out sin, 

tarry no more without, 

but come and dwell within. 

2. True sunlight of the soul, 

surround us as we go; 

so shall our way be safe, 

our feet no straying know. 

3. Great love of God, come in! 

Wellspring of heavenly peace, 

thou living water, come: 

spring up and never cease. 

4. Love of the living God, 

of Father and of Son, 

love of the Holy Ghost, 

fill thou each needy one. 

Prayer of Confession (congregation) 

God of mystery and mercy, we confess that we fail to 

recognize the magnitude of your love and grace. We imagine 

you in our own image. We hope that our will is done, not 

yours. We trust our own strength and overlook our deep 

need for grace and forgiveness. Open our eyes to the truth 

of our arrogance and help us look more honestly at our lives 

and the world you love. Renew our trust in your mercy and 

the hope we have in Christ’s renewing love. 



- silent confession - 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. For ever 

and ever. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  (minister) 

Hymn 401 Tell me the old, old story 

499 Tell me the old, old story 

1. Tell me the old, old story 

of unseen things above, 

of Jesus and his glory, 

of Jesus and his love. 

Tell me the story simply, 

as to a little child, 

for I am weak and weary, 

and helpless and defiled. 

Refrain: 

Tell me the old, old story; 

tell me the old, old story; 

tell me the old, old story 

of Jesus and his love. 

2. Tell me the story slowly, 

that I may take it in, 

that wonderful redemption, 

God’s remedy for sin. 

Tell me the story often, 

for I forget so soon; 

the early dew of morning 

has passed away at noon. 

Refrain: 

Tell me the old, old story; 

tell me the old, old story; 



tell me the old, old story 

of Jesus and his love. 

3. Tell me the story softly, 

with earnest tones and grave; 

remember I’m the sinner 

whom Jesus came to save. 

Tell me the story always, 

if you would really be, 

in any time of trouble, 

a comforter to me. 

Refrain: 

Tell me the old, old story; 

tell me the old, old story; 

tell me the old, old story 

of Jesus and his love. 

4. Tell me the same old story, 

when you have cause to fear 

that this world’s empty glory 

is costing me too dear. 

Yes, and when that world’s glory 

is dawning on my soul, 

tell me the old, old story: 

Christ Jesus makes thee whole. 

Refrain: 

Tell me the old, old story; 

tell me the old, old story; 

tell me the old, old story 

of Jesus and his love. 

Responsive Reading  Psalm 121  p. 574 NT & Psalms 

I look up to the mountains— 

    does my help come from there? 

My help comes from the Lord, 

    who made heaven and earth! 

He will not let you stumble; 

    the one who watches over you will not slumber. 

Indeed, he who watches over Israel 

    never slumbers or sleeps. 



The Lord himself watches over you! 

    The Lord stands beside you as your protective shade. 

The sun will not harm you by day, 

    nor the moon at night. 

The Lord keeps you from all harm 

    and watches over your life. 

The Lord keeps watch over you as you come and go, 

    both now and forever. 
New Living Translation (NLT)  

Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation 

Scripture Lessons: 

Genesis 12:1-4a  p. 9 pew Bible 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 p. 262 NT & Psalms 

John 3:1-17  p. 162 NT & Psalms 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Why 

Prayers of the People  (minister) 

Hymn 261 Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire 

404 O Spirit come, our hearts inspire 

1. O Spirit, come; our hearts inspire; 

let us thine influence prove, 

source of the old prophetic fire 

and fount of life and love. 

2. Come, Holy Spirit, for in thee 

thy prophets wrote and spoke. 

Unlock the truth, thyself the key; 

unseal the sacred book. 

3. Expand thy wings, celestial Dove; 

brood o’er our nature’s night; 

on our disordered spirits move, 

and let there now be light. 

4. God’s very self we then shall know, 

if thou within us shine, 

and sound with all thy saints below 

the depths of love divine. 

Offering & Offertory 



*Doxology 830 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication (congregation) 

God of grace and truth, we offer these gifts and our lives in 

response to your great gift of Jesus. Breathe your Spirit into 

us and empower us to witness to that great love wherever 

we go and through all we say and do in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Hymn 447 O love that wilt not let me go 

209 O love that wilt not let me go 

1. O Love that wilt not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 

that in thine ocean depths its flow 

may rich er, fuller be. 

2. O Light that followest all my way, 

I yield my flickering torch to thee; 

my heart restores its borrowed ray, 

that in thy sunshine’s blaze, its day 

may brighter, fairer be. 

3. O Joy that seekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

and feel the promise is not vain 

that morn shall tearless be. 

4. O Cross that liftest up my head, 

I dare not ask to fly from thee; 

I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 

and from the ground there blossoms red, 

life that shall endless be. 

Choral Blessing 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will be with you each hour of every day. 

God will be there, watching from above. 



Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Benediction 

Three-fold Amen 

Piano Postlude 


