
 

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 

Transfiguration Sunday – February 19, 2023 

Responsive Call to Worship 

The Lord rules over the earth in majesty and mystery. 

We praise God’s awesome name! 

The Lord loves justice and calls us together in equity. 

We come to honour God’s purposes with love and loyalty.  

The Christ of glory shines in this place. 

With the Spirit’s power, we will lift our voices in prayer and 

praise! 

Hymn 349 My hope is built on nothing less 

1. My hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

Refrain: 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand: 

all other ground is sinking sand; 

all other ground is sinking sand. 

2. When darkness hides his lovely face, 

I rest on his unchanging grace; 

in every high and stormy gale, 

my anchor holds within the veil. 

Refrain: 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand: 

all other ground is sinking sand; 

all other ground is sinking sand. 

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood 

support me in the whelming flood; 

when all around my soul gives way, 

he then is all my hope and stay. 

Refrain: 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand: 

all other ground is sinking sand; 

all other ground is sinking sand. 



4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in him be found 

Clothed in his righteousness alone, 

faultless to stand before the throne! 

Refrain: 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand: 

all other ground is sinking sand; 

all other ground is sinking sand. 

Prayer of Praise (minister) 

Hymn 290 Immortal, invisible, God only wise 

1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes; 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

2. Unresting, unhasting and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 

3. To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 

in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

and wither, and perish; but naught changeth thee. 

4. Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

all laud we would render: oh help us to see 

'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

Prayer of Confession (congregation) 

Lord Jesus Christ, God's glory and love shone through you 

that day on the mountain, and you persisted in revealing 

that glory and love through your words and deeds, through 

your life of humble service. We hear again these words of 

God "This is my Son, the beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased, listen to him!" and we confess our failure to listen 

to you and our capacity to conceal rather than reveal your 

glory and your love. 

- silent confession - 



The Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. For ever 

and ever. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  (minister) 

Hymn 299 Holy, holy, holy 

1. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 

early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

2. Holy, holy, holy, all the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

3. Holy, holy, holy, though the darkness hide thee, 

though our eyes in sinfulness thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

4. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 

all thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and 

sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Responsive Reading  Psalm 2 p. 457 NT & Psalms 

Why are the nations so angry? 

    Why do they waste their time with futile plans? 

The kings of the earth prepare for battle; 

    the rulers plot together 

against the Lord 

    and against his anointed one. 

“Let us break their chains,” they cry, 

    “and free ourselves from slavery to God.” 



But the one who rules in heaven laughs. 

    The Lord scoffs at them. 

Then in anger he rebukes them, 

    terrifying them with his fierce fury. 

For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king on the 

throne 

    in Jerusalem, on my holy mountain.” 

The king proclaims the Lord’s decree: 

“The Lord said to me, ‘You are my son. 

    Today I have become your Father. 

Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your inheritance, 

    the whole earth as your possession. 

You will break them with an iron rod 

    and smash them like clay pots.’” 

Now then, you kings, act wisely! 

    Be warned, you rulers of the earth! 

Serve the Lord with reverent fear, 

    and rejoice with trembling. 

Submit to God’s royal son, or he will become angry, 

    and you will be destroyed in the midst of all your 

activities— 

for his anger flares up in an instant. 

    But what joy for all who take refuge in him! 
New Living Translation (NLT)  

Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation 

Scripture Lessons: 

Exodus 24:12-18 p. 64 pew Bible 

2 Peter 1:16-21  p. 410 NT & Psalms 

Matthew 17:1-9  p. 33 NT & Psalms 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon The mountain top 

Prayers of the People  (minister) 

Offering & Offertory 

*Doxology 830 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 



praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication (congregation) 

God of love that transforms lives, we offer our gifts in 

gratitude for all we have received in Christ, your beloved 

Son. Take our gifts and transform them into acts of love that 

will bless the world in his name. Amen. 

Communion Hymn 537 Twas on that night 

1. ‘Twas on that night when doomed to know 

the eager rage of every foe, 

that night in which he was betrayed, 

the Savior of the world took bread, 

2. and after thanks and glory given 

to God who rules in earth and heaven, 

that symbol of his flesh he broke, 

and thus to all his followers spoke: 

3. “My broken body thus I give 

for you, for all; take, eat, and live; 

and oft the sacred rite renew 

that brings my wondrous love to view.” 

4. Then in his hands the cup he raised, 

and God anew he thanked and praised; 

the fullness of God’s grace he showed 

and from his lips salvation flowed. 

5. “My blood I thus pour forth,” he cries, 

“to cleanse the soul in sin that lies; 

in this the covenant is sealed, 

and heaven's eternal grace revealed.” 

6. “With suffering love this cup is given; 

let all partake the wine of heaven, 

and when you gather, let it pour, 

in living memory of this hour.” 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Invitation 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 



And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, 

eternal God, our creator. You have given us life and second birth in 

your Spirit. Once we were no people, but now we are your people. You 

claimed Israel as your chosen nation and raised up the church as a 

witness to the resurrection, breathing into it your life and power. From 

worlds apart, you gathered us together. When we go astray, you 

welcome us home. Always, your love has been steadfast. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with those from every 

time and place, to proclaim your glory in the unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord. In love with you and in compassion for all, Jesus healed and 

taught, challenged, and comforted, welcomed and saved. He formed a 

community, promising to be with his disciples wherever two or three 

were gathered, and sending them on his mission of hope and healing 

in the world. Jesus trusted his life to you, and went freely to his death, 

so the world might be set free from suffering and sin. You raised him 

from death and raise us also to live a new life with him. In the power 

of the Holy Spirit, you send us out to make disciples as he 

commanded. Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take 

this bread and this cup from the gifts you have given us and celebrate 

with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. Accept this our 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of 

ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen. 

Remembering all that he has done for us, his life, death, and 

resurrection, we offer you our praise and thanks. Send your Holy Spirit 

upon our celebration, and us, that we may be fed with the body and 

blood of your Son and be filled with your life-giving Spirit. 



Every time we eat this bread and share this cup in Jesus’ name, we 

recall the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died; 

Christ is risen; 

Christ will come again. 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your 

gifts of bread and cup, that the bread we break and the cup we bless 

may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, all honour and glory are 

yours, Creator and Sustainer of all. Glory to you forever and ever. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Pouring of the Cup 

The Revelation 

Partaking of the Bread 

Partaking of the Cup 

Prayer after Communion (Unison) 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have nourished us, body, and soul, in 

this meal. We have heard your love and hope proclaimed, 

now send us out to speak it to others. We have seen your 

love and hope poured out, now send us out to show it in 

everything we do. We have been fed by your love and hope 

at your table, now send us out to share it so the world may 

believe. And let all things be done for your glory. Amen. 

Hymn 231 When I survey the wondrous cross 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross 

on which the Prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

save in the death of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

3. See from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 



Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a offering far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Choral Blessing 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will be with you each hour of every day. 

God will be there, watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Benediction 

Three-fold Amen 

Piano Postlude 


