
 

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany – February 12, 2023 

Responsive Call to Worship 

How blessed are we when we keep God’s law and meditate on God’s 

justice;  

when we desire God with all our hearts and all our minds. 

Then let us praise the Lord with upright hearts and open minds.  

In worship, we will seek God’s path and listen for God’s call. 

Let us worship God together. 

Hymn 495 The heavens declare your glory, Lord 

1. The heavens declare your glory, Lord! 

In every star your wisdom shines, 

but when our eyes behold your word, 

we read your name in clearer lines. 

2. Sun, moon and stars convey your praise 

to all the earth, and never stand, 

so when your truth began its race, 

it touched and glanced on every land. 

3. Nor shall your spreading gospel rest 

till through the world your truth has run, 

till Christ has all the nations blest 

who see the light or feel the sun. 

4. Great sun of righteousness, arise 

and bless the world with heavenly light! 

Your gospel makes the simple wise; 

your laws are pure, your judgements right. 

5. Your noblest wonders here we view 

in souls renewed and sins forgiven: 

Lord, cleanse my sins, my soul renew, 

and make your word my guide to heaven. 

Prayer of Praise (minister) 

Hymn 457 Now thank we all our God 

1. Now thank we all our God 

with heart and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom God's world rejoices, 



who from our mother's arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

2. Oh may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with everjoyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

and keep us all with grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 

in this world and the next. 

3. All praise and thanks to God 

who reigns in highest heaven, 

the Father and the Son 

and Spirit now be given, 

the one eternal God, 

whom heaven and earth adore, 

for thus it was, is now 

and shall be evermore. 

Heritage memories 

Prayer of Confession (congregation) 

God who is all in all, you call us to choose life and walk in 

your ways, but we are tempted by short cuts and easy 

solutions. You ask us to turn from anger and settle our 

differences, but we cling to grievances and point fingers at 

others. You ask us to be true to our word, but we prefer to 

keep everyone happy. Forgive us, O God; and give us 

courage to follow the paths you set for your people. 

- silent confession - 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. For ever 

and ever. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  (minister) 

Heritage memories 

Responsive Reading  Psalm 119:1-8 p. 566 NT & Psalms 

Joyful are people of integrity, 

    who follow the instructions of the Lord. 

Joyful are those who obey his laws 

    and search for him with all their hearts. 

They do not compromise with evil, 

    and they walk only in his paths. 

You have charged us 

    to keep your commandments carefully. 

Oh, that my actions would consistently 

    reflect your decrees! 

Then I will not be ashamed 

    when I compare my life with your commands. 

As I learn your righteous regulations, 

    I will thank you by living as I should! 

I will obey your decrees. 

    Please don’t give up on me! 
New Living Translation (NLT)  

Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation 

Scripture Lessons: 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 p. 164 pew Bible 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9  p. 285 NT & Psalms 

Matthew 5:21-37  p. 9 NT & Psalms 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Wait! This is harder! 

Prayers of the People  (minister) 

Hymn 642 O Master, let me walk with thee 

1. O Master, let me walk with thee 

in lowly paths of service free; 

tell me thy secret; help me bear 

the strain of toil, the fret of care. 

2. Help me the slow of heart to move 



by some clear winning word of love; 

teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

and guide them in the homeward way. 

3. Teach me thy patience; still with thee 

in closer, dearer company, 

in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 

in trust that triumphs over wrong, 

4. in hope that sends a shining ray 

far down the future's broadening way, 

in peace that only thou canst give, 

with thee, O Master, let me live. 

Heritage memories 

Offering & Offertory 

*Doxology 830 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication (congregation) 

Gracious and generous God, we bring our gifts to you in 

thanksgiving. Bless them and surprise us by all the Holy 

Spirit can accomplish with them. Bless our lives, too, so that 

our choices will always honour you for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

Hymn 275 Jesus shall reign where're the sun 

1. Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

does its successive journeys run; 

his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

2. For him shall endless prayer be made, 

and praises throng to crown his head; 

his name like fragrance sweet shall rise 

with every morning sacrifice. 

3. People and realms of every tongue 

dwell on his love with sweetest song; 

And infant voices shall proclaim 

their early blessings on his name. 



4. Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 

the prisoners leap to lose their chains; 

The weary find eternal rest, 

and all who suffer want are blest. 

5. Let every creature rise and bring 

the honours due our glorious King; 

angels descend with songs again, 

and earth repeat the long Amen. 

Choral Blessing 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will be with you each hour of every day. 

God will be there, watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Benediction 

Three-fold Amen 

Piano Postlude 


