
 

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany – February 5, 2023 

Responsive Call to Worship 

Just as sunrise breaks through the darkness each day, 

So does God’s grace, mercy and justice shine forth. 

We gather together, with devotion and doubt, with weariness and 

wonder. 

trusting that God’s peace and love are present here. 

Come and worship as you are, knowing you are loved. 

We come, rejoicing, to praise God’s holy name. 

Hymn 230 When morning gilds the skies 

438 When morning gilds the skies 

1. When morning gilds the sky, 

my heart awakening cries: 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 

Alike at work and prayer 

to Jesus I repair; 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 

2. To God, the Word on high, 

the hosts of angels cry: 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 

Let mortals too upraise 

their voices in hymns of praise; 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 

3. Let earth's wide circle round 

in joyful notes resound: 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 

Let earth and sea and sky 

from depth to height reply: 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 

4. Be this, while life is mine, 

my canticle divine: 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 

Be this the eternal song 

through all the ages on: 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 



Prayer of Praise (minister) 

Hymn 101 God moves in a mysterious way 

55 God moves in a mysterious way (Dunfermline C.M.) 

1. God moves in a mysterious way 

his wonders to perform; 

he plants his footsteps in the sea, 

and rides upon the storm. 

2. Deep in unfathomable mines 

of never failing skill 

he treasures up his bright designs, 

and works his sovereign will. 

3. Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

the clouds ye so much dread 

are big with mercy, and shall break 

in blessings on your head. 

4. Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

but trust him for his grace; 

behind a frowning providence 

he hides a smiling face. 

5. His purposes will ripen fast, 

unfolding every hour; 

the bud may have a bitter taste, 

but sweet will be the flower. 

6. Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

and scan his work in vain; 

God is his own interpreter, 

and he will make it plain. 

Prayer of Confession (congregation) 

O God, we confess we often take your creation for granted. 

We squander your gifts as if we made them ourselves. We 

ignore our responsibility to care for the earth in its fragile 

beauty. We dismiss those who work the soil and provide us 

our food. Sin and pride take over our desires and we 

consume whatever we want, selfishly and carelessly. Forgive 

us we pray. 

- silent confession - 



The Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. For ever 

and ever. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  (minister) 

Hymn 388 O Zion, haste 

500 Open my eyes, that I may see 

1. Open my eyes that I may see 

glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 

place in my hands the wonderful key 

that shall unclasp and set me free. 

Refrain: 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see; 

open my eyes, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

2. Open my ears that I may hear 

voices of truth thou sendest clear, 

and while the wave notes fall on my ear, 

everything false will disappear. 

Refrain: 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see; 

Open my ears, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

3. Open my mouth and let me bear 

gladly the warm truth everywhere; 

open my heart and let me prepare 

love with thy children thus to share. 

Refrain: 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see; 



open my mouth, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

Responsive Reading  Psalm 112:1-9 p. 562 NT & Psalms 

Praise the Lord! 

How joyful are those who fear the Lord 

    and delight in obeying his commands. 

Their children will be successful everywhere; 

    an entire generation of godly people will be blessed. 

They themselves will be wealthy, 

    and their good deeds will last forever. 

Light shines in the darkness for the godly. 

    They are generous, compassionate, and righteous. 

Good comes to those who lend money generously 

    and conduct their business fairly. 

Such people will not be overcome by evil. 

    Those who are righteous will be long remembered. 

They do not fear bad news; 

    they confidently trust the Lord to care for them. 

They are confident and fearless 

    and can face their foes triumphantly. 

They share freely and give generously to those in need. 

    Their good deeds will be remembered forever. 

    They will have influence and honor. 
New Living Translation (NLT)  

Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation 

Scripture Lessons: 

Isaiah 58:1-9a  p. 604 pew Bible 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 p. 284 New Testament with Psalms 

Matthew 5:13-20 p. 9 NT & Psalms 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon If not an influencER . . . then what? 

Prayers of the People  (minister) 

Hymn 391 Jesus Bids us Shine 

773 Jesus Bids us Shine 

1. Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear light, 

like a little candle burning in the night. 

In the world is darkness, so we must shine, 



you in your small corner, and I in mine. 

2. Jesus bids us shine, first of all for him; 

well he sees and knows it if our light grows dim. 

He looks down from heaven to see us shine, 

you in your small corner, and I in mine. 

3. Jesus bids us shine, then, for all around; 

many kinds of darkness in this world abound: 

sin and want and sorrow; so we must shine, 

you in your small corner, and I in mine. 

Offering Announcement 

Offering & Offertory 

*Doxology 830 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication (congregation) 

Lord Jesus Christ, your love makes us salt for the earth and 

light for the world. We offer our gifts today, trusting that 

the Holy Spirit will bless them to make the world a brighter 

place for all who face some kind of darkness. Bless our lives, 

too, so that our words and actions will serve as salt to 

flavour the earth with your love and mercy. Amen. 

Hymn 465 God of grace and God of glory 

490 God of grace and God of glory 

1. God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy power; 

crown the ancient church's story; 

bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us, 

scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us, 

free our hearts to love and praise. 



Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

3. Cure thy children's warring madness, 

bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, 

lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 

4. Set our feet on lofty places; 

gird our lives that they may be 

armoured with all Christlike graces, 

pledged to set all captives free. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

that we fail not them nor thee, 

that we fail not them nor thee! 

5. Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the search for thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore. 

Choral Blessing 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will be with you each hour of every day. 

God will be there, watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Benediction 

Three-fold Amen 

Piano Postlude 


