
St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 

First Sunday after Christmas Day – January 1, 2023 

Responsive Call to Worship 

We are Christmas people. We have heard the good news that a child 

has been born for us, a Son has been given to us, and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Almighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.  

We have seen God kindle hope, peace, joy and love in our 

lives and in our world. 

The centre candle in our Advent wreath is the Christ candle. From this 

light, all good gifts come. 

We light this candle remembering the One who is the Light 

of the world. 

 (Light the Christ candle.) 

Let us pray: 

Holy One, you sent your son as a baby born in Bethlehem. 

Give us a strong sense of his birth among us, so that our lives 

reflect the warmth and wonder of this Christmas flame. 

Make your church a place that shines with the wonder of 

your love. Amen. 

Hymn 811 Standing at the portal 

1. Standing at the portal 

Of the opening year, 

Words of comfort meet us, 

Hushing every fear; 

Spoken through the silence 

By our Father's voice, 

Tender, strong and faithful, 

Making us rejoice. 

Refrain: 

Onward then, and fear not, 

Children of the day; 

For His Word shall never, 

Never pass away. 

2. For the year before us, 

O what rich supplies! 

For the poor and needy 



Living streams shall rise; 

For the sad and sinful 

Shall His grace abound; 

For the faint and feeble 

Perfect strength be found. 

Refrain: 

Onward then, and fear not, 

Children of the day; 

For His Word shall never, 

Never pass away. 

3. He will never fail us, 

He will not forsake; 

His eternal cov'nant 

He will never break. 

Resting on His promise, 

What have we to fear? 

God is all-sufficient 

For the coming year. 

Refrain: 

Onward then, and fear not, 

Children of the day; 

For His Word shall never, 

Never pass away. 

Prayer of Praise (minister) 

Hymn 146 Angels from the realms of glory 

1. Angels from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

ye who sang creation's story, 

now proclaim Messiah's birth. 

Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship; 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 

2. Shepherds in the field abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night: 

God with us is now residing; 

yonder shines the infant Light. 



Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship; 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations; 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great desire of nations; 

ye have seen his natal star. 

Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship; 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 

4. Saints, before the altar bending, 

watching long in hope and fear, 

suddenly the Lord, descending, 

in his temple shall appear. 

Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship; 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 

5. Though an infant now we view him, 

he shall fill his Father's throne, 

gather all the nations to him; 

every knee shall then bow down. 

Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship; 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Prayer of Confession (congregation) 

God of light and life, you have come to us in Christ Jesus to 

open a path to new life, but we fall back on what is familiar. 

We confess that we are in love with our old ways and our 

resolution for change is all to short. Forgive us when our 

resolve wavers and shine your light on the way we can follow 

into your future.  

- silent confession - 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 



Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. For ever 

and ever. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  (minister) 

Hymn 162 On Christmas night all Christians sing 

1. On Christmas night all Christians sing 

to hear the news the angels bring, 

on Christmas night all Christians sing to 

hear the news the angels bring, 

news of great joy, news of great mirth, 

news of our merciful King's birth. 

2. Then why should we on earth be so sad, 

since our Redeemer made us glad, 

then why should we on earth be so sad, 

since our Redeemer made us glad, 

when from our sin he set us free 

all for to gain our liberty? 

3. When sin departs before his grace, 

then life and health come in its place; 

when sin departs before his grace, 

then life and health come in its place. 

Heaven and earth with joy may sing, 

all for to see the newborn King. 

4. All out of darkness we have light 

which made the angels sing this night; 

all out of darkness we have light, 

which made the angels sing this night; 

'Glory to God,' we sing again 

now and forevermore, amen. 

Responsive Reading  Psalm 148  p. 590 NT & Psalms 

Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord from the heavens! 



    Praise him from the skies! 

Praise him, all his angels! 

    Praise him, all the armies of heaven! 

Praise him, sun and moon! 

    Praise him, all you twinkling stars! 

Praise him, skies above! 

    Praise him, vapors high above the clouds! 

Let every created thing give praise to the Lord, 

    for he issued his command, and they came into being. 

He set them in place forever and ever. 

    His decree will never be revoked. 

Praise the Lord from the earth, 

    you creatures of the ocean depths, 

fire and hail, snow and clouds, 

    wind and weather that obey him, 

mountains and all hills, 

    fruit trees and all cedars, 

wild animals and all livestock, 

    small scurrying animals and birds, 

kings of the earth and all people, 

    rulers and judges of the earth, 

young men and young women, 

    old men and children. 

Let them all praise the name of the Lord. 

    For his name is very great; 

    his glory towers over the earth and heaven! 

He has made his people strong, 

    honoring his faithful ones— 

    the people of Israel who are close to him. 

Praise the Lord! 
New Living Translation (NLT)  

Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation 

Scripture Lessons: 

Isaiah 63:7-9  p. 608 pew Bible 

Hebrews 2:10-18  p. 378 NT & Psalms 

Matthew 2:13-23 p. 5 NT & Psalms 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon History. What is it good for? 



Prayers of the People  (minister) 

Hymn 363 All hail the power of Jesus' name 

1. All hail the power of Jesus' name; 

let angels prostrate fall; 

bring forth the royal diadem to 

crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all. 

2. Crown him, ye martyrs of your God, 

who from his altar call; 

extol the Stem of Jesse's Rod, and 

crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all. 

3. Ye seed of Israel's chosen race, 

ye ransomed from the fall, 

hail him who saves you by his grace, and 

crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all. 

4. Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget 

the wormwood and the gall, 

go, spread your trophies at his feet, and 

crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all. 

5. Let every tribe and every tongue, 

responsive to the call, 

lift high the universal song, and 

crown him, crown him, crown him, 

crown him Lord of all. 

Offering Announcement 

Offering & Offertory 

*Doxology 830 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 



Prayer of Dedication (congregation) 

Gracious God, as we stand on the threshold of a new year we 

are grateful for all you provided in the year now passing. We 

are pleased to be able to give back to you. Bless these gifts. 

Amen. 

Hymn 139 Hark! the herald angels sing 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King: 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with th'angelic hosts proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King” 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of the Virgin's womb: 

veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

hail th'incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel. 

Refrain: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King” 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, 

born to give us second birth. 



Refrain: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King” 

Choral Blessing 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will be with you each hour of every day. 

God will be there, watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Benediction 

Three-fold Amen 

Piano Postlude 


