
Knox & St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 

Second Sunday of Advent – December 4, 2022 

Responsive Call to Worship 

We are people of peace. God seeks justice and compassion. God 

listens to the cries of the vulnerable and longs for wars to cease. 

We pray God’s peace is at work in our hearts, our homes, our 

neighbourhoods and the world. 

The second candle of Advent reminds us that we are called to live as 

people of peace. 

We light this candle as an invitation to work for justice and 

peace. 

 (Light the candle of peace) 

Let us pray: 

Holy One, help us to fan the flame of peace. May our lives 

reflect the warmth and wonder of this candle. Make your 

church a place of peace and sanctuary in our community. 

Amen. 

Hymn 43 God's name shall forever endure 

1. God’s name forever shall endure, 

and like the sun shall last; 

all shall be blest in you, O God, 

and nations call you blest 

2. Blest be the God of Israel, 

our God, the mighty Lord, 

for you alone do wondrous works, 

that sound your name abroad. 

3. Now blessed be your glorious name 

to all eternity: 

the whole earth let your glory fill. 

Amen, so let it be. 

Prayer of Praise (minister) 

Hymn 126 On Jordan's bank 

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings of the King of kings. 



2. Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 

make straight the way for God within; 

prepare we in our hearts a home 

where such a mighty guest may come. 

3. For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

our refuge and our great reward: 

without thy grace, we waste away, 

like flowers that wither and decay. 

4. To heal the sick, stretch out thine hand, 

and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

shine forth and let thy light restore 

earth's own true loveliness once more. 

5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 

whose advent sets thy people free, 

whom, with the Father, we adore, 

and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

Prayer of Confession (congregation) 

God of peace and promise, we confess that we have taken 

your commitment to us for granted. We assume what we do 

is acceptable to you, yet we judge others more harshly. We 

have been slow to welcome others, especially if their cultures 

or convictions differ from ours. You call us to repentance, 

but we resist seeing anything needing change in our hearts 

or our habits. Forgive our self-satisfied attitudes and 

challenge us with your vision of a peaceable kingdom where 

all can be made new. 

- silent confession - 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. For ever 

and ever. Amen. 



Assurance of Pardon  (minister) 

Hymn 151 Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 

1. Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 

from tender stem hath sprung, 

of Jesse's lineage coming, 

as prophets long have sung. 

It came, a floweret bright, 

amid the cold of winter, 

when halfspent was the night. 

2. Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 

the Rose I have in mind; 

with Mary we behold it, 

the virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, 

she bore to us a Saviour, 

when halfspent was the night. 

3. This flower, whose fragrance tender 

with sweetness fills the air, 

dispels with glorious splendour 

our darkness everywhere. 

True flesh, yet very God, 

from sin and death he saves us 

and shares our every load. 

4. O Saviour, child of Mary, 

who felt our human woe, 

O Saviour, King of glory, 

who dost our weakness know, 

bring us at length, we pray, 

to the bright courts of heaven 

and to the endless day. 

Responsive Reading  Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 p. 519 NT & Psalms 

Give your love of justice to the king, O God, 

    and righteousness to the king’s son. 

Help him judge your people in the right way; 

    let the poor always be treated fairly. 

May the mountains yield prosperity for all, 

    and may the hills be fruitful. 



Help him to defend the poor, 

    to rescue the children of the needy, 

    and to crush their oppressors. 

May they fear you as long as the sun shines, 

    as long as the moon remains in the sky. 

    Yes, forever! 

May the king’s rule be refreshing like spring rain on freshly 

cut grass, 

    like the showers that water the earth. 

May all the godly flourish during his reign. 

    May there be abundant prosperity until the moon is no more. 

Praise the Lord God, the God of Israel, 

    who alone does such wonderful things. 

Praise his glorious name forever! 

    Let the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen and amen! 
New Living Translation (NLT)  

Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation 

Scripture Lessons: 

Isaiah 11:1-10  p. 562 pew Bible 

Romans 15:4-13  p. 279 NT & Psalms 

Matthew 3:1-12  p. 6 NT & Psalms 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon What’s this peace? 

Prayers of the People  (minister) 

Hymn 404 O Spirit come, our hearts inspire 

1. O Spirit, come; our hearts inspire; 

let us thine influence prove, 

source of the old prophetic fire 

and fount of life and love. 

2. Come, Holy Spirit, for in thee 

thy prophets wrote and spoke. 

Unlock the truth, thyself the key; 

unseal the sacred book. 

3. Expand thy wings, celestial Dove; 

brood o'er our nature's night; 



on our disordered spirits move, 

and let there now be light. 

4. God's very self we then shall know, 

if thou within us shine, 

and sound with all thy saints below 

the depths of love divine. 

Offering Announcement 

Offering & Offertory 

*Doxology 830 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication (congregation) 

God, our Peace and our Promise, receive our gifts as seeds of 

gratitude for your gift to us in Christ Jesus. Bless these seeds 

with growth so that peace will take root in people who face 

conflict and danger, and places seeking to establish peace in 

the face of violence. Be their peace and their promise, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Presentation  Guy Kergan 

Hymn 160 Unto us a child is born 

1. Unto us a child is born! 

Sovereign of creation, 

came once to a world forlorn, 

the Lord of every nation, 

the Lord of every nation. 

2. Cradled in a cattle stall, 

held by love maternal, 

see the Sovereign of us all, 

our Lord of lords eternal, 

our Lord of lords eternal. 

3. Now may Mary's son, who came 

so long ago to love us, 

lead us all with hearts aflame 



unto the joys above us 

unto the joys above us 

4. “Christ the Source and Christ the End!” 

Let the organ thunder, 

while our happy voices rend 

the joyful air asunder, 

the joyful air asunder. 

Choral Blessing 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will be with you each hour of every day. 

God will be there, watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Benediction 

Three-fold Amen 

Piano Postlude 


