
Knox & St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 

First Sunday of Advent – November 27, 2022 

Responsive Call to Worship – Advent Liturgy 

We are people of hope. God longs for a day when weapons will be 

replaced with tools for rebuilding. 

We see your goodness and signs of new life all around us.  

The first candle of Advent reminds us that we are called to live as 

people of hope. 

We light this candle to remind us to see God’s hope shining 

in our world. 

(Light the candle of hope) 

Let us pray: 

Holy One, help us to walk in the light of God. May our lives 

reflect the warmth and wonder of this flame. Make your 

church a place of hope in our community. Amen. 

Hymn 115 Hail to the Lord's Anointed 

1. Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son; 

hail, in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 

to take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

2. He brings salvation speedy to those who suffer wrong; 

he saves the poor and needy, and helps the weak be strong; 

they sing who once were sighing, their darkness turned to 

light, 

for they, who once were dying, are precious in his sight. 

3. He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth. 

Before him on the mountains shall peace, the herald, go, 

and righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow. 

4. All powers shall bow before him, and gold and incense 

bring; 

all nations shall adore him, his praise all people sing, 

for he shall have dominion o'er river, sea and shore, 

far as the eagle's pinion or dove's light wing can soar. 

5. O'er every foe victorious, Christ on his throne shall rest, 

from age to age more glorious, all blessing and all blest: 

the tide of time shall never his covenant remove; 



his name shall stand for ever: that name to us is Love. 

Prayer of Praise (minister) 

Hymn 118 Hark the glad sound 

1. Hark the glad sound! The Saviour comes, 

the Saviour promised long; 

let every heart prepare a throne, 

and every voice a song! 

2. You come the prisoners to release 

in Satan's bondage held; 

the gates of brass before you burst, 

the iron fetters yield. 

3. You come the broken heart to bind, 

the wounded soul to cure, 

to bring the treasures of God's grace, 

good tidings for the poor. 

4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

your welcome shall proclaim, 

and heaven's eternal arches ring 

with your most honoured name. 

Prayer of Confession (congregation) 

God of hope, we confess that too often we prefer darkness 

to light, and our plans to your principles. We have distorted 

the truth and accepted lies. We have praised our own 

cleverness rather than your glory. We have exploited 

neighbours, abused the earth, and chosen strife instead of 

peace. In your mercy, hear our silent confession of sin; 

forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and 

direct who we shall be. 

- silent confession - 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 



And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. For ever 

and ever. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  (minister) 

Hymn 330 O God, our help in ages past 

1. O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

and our eternal home. 

2. Under the shadow of thy throne 

thy saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is thine arm alone, 

and our defence is sure. 

3. Before the hills in order stood, 

or earth received its frame, 

from everlasting thou art God, 

to endless years the same. 

4. A thousand ages in thy sight 

are like an evening gone, 

short as the watch that ends the night 

before the rising sun. 

5. Time, like an everrolling stream, 

bears all our years away. 

They fly forgotten, as a dream 

dies at the opening day. 

6. O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

still be our guard while troubles last, 

and our eternal home. 

Responsive Reading  Psalm 122  p. 575 NT & Psalms 

I was glad when they said to me, 

    “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

And now here we are, 

    standing inside your gates, O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is a well-built city; 

    its seamless walls cannot be breached. 



All the tribes of Israel—the Lord’s people— 

    make their pilgrimage here. 

They come to give thanks to the name of the Lord, 

    as the law requires of Israel. 

Here stand the thrones where judgment is given, 

    the thrones of the dynasty of David. 

Pray for peace in Jerusalem. 

    May all who love this city prosper. 

O Jerusalem, may there be peace within your walls 

    and prosperity in your palaces. 

For the sake of my family and friends, I will say, 

    “May you have peace.” 

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 

    I will seek what is best for you, O Jerusalem. 
New Living Translation (NLT)  

Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation 

Scripture Lessons: 

Isaiah 2:1-5  p. 554 pew Bible 

Romans 13:11-14 p. 277 NT & Psalms 

Matthew 24:36-44 p. 49 NT & Psalms 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Is there always hope? 

Prayers of the People  (minister) 

Offering & Offertory 

*Doxology 830 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication (congregation) 

God, our hope, and our help, receive our gifts as seeds of 

gratitude for your gift to us in Christ Jesus. Bless these seeds 

with growth so that hope will sprout in people who struggle 

with despair, and places trying to rebuild after devastating 

loss. Be their hope and their help, through Christ our Lord. 



Communion Hymn 749 Be still, my soul 

1. Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side; 

bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

leave to thy God to order and provide; 

in every change God faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly Friend 

through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

2. Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake 

to guide the future wisely, as the past. 

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; 

all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 

the voice that ruled them here on earth below. 

3. Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart, 

and all is darkened in the vale of tears, 

then shalt thou better know God's love, God's heart, 

who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy fears. 

Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay 

from his own fullness all death takes away. 

4. Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 

when we shall be forever with the Lord, 

when disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 

sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 

all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Invitation 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Blessed are you, gracious God, Creator of light, Giver of life, Source of 

love. You guide the sun, cradle the moon, and toss the stars. At your 



word, the earth was spun on its course among the planets. You 

breathed life into humankind and set us among all your creatures, in a 

covenant of love and service. Even when we turned away from you, 

you did not forsake us. You sent your prophets to call us back to you. 

We give you thanks for your unending mercy to each and to all, as we 

join the song of creation to give you praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest.  

Mighty and tender God, in Jesus of Nazareth, you revealed your light, 

your life, and your love in words that confront and comfort us, in 

compassion that heals and frees us, in hope that challenges and 

changes us. We gather at this table to give thanks for his gifts to us. As 

we take the bread and cup at the table he prepares for us, fill us with 

such longing for your kingdom that our worship leads us to witness to 

his love through our lives. 

And so, remembering Christ’s life, love, death, and resurrection, we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ was promised. 

Christ was born. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your 

gifts of bread and cup, that the bread we break and the cup we share 

may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

glory and honor are yours, almighty God, world without end. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Pouring of the Cup 

The Revelation 

Partaking of the Bread 

Partaking of the Cup 



Prayer after Communion 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have nourished us, body, and soul, in 

this meal. We have heard your love and hope proclaimed, 

now send us out to speak it to others. We have seen your 

love and hope poured out, now send us out to show it in 

everything we do. We have been fed by your love and hope 

at your table, now send us out to share it so the world may 

believe. And let all things be done for your glory. Amen. 

Hymn 367 Jesus, the very thought of thee 

1. Jesus, the very thought of thee 

with sweetness fills my breast, 

but sweeter far thy face to see, 

and in thy presence rest. 

2. Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, 

nor can the memory find 

a sweeter sound than thy blest name, 

O Saviour dear and kind. 

3. O hope of every contrite heart, 

O joy of all the meek, 

to those who fall how kind thou art, 

how good to those who seek! 

4. But what to those who find? Ah, this 

nor tongue nor pen can show; 

the love of Jesus, what it is 

none but the loved ones know. 

5. Jesus, our only joy be thou, 

as thou our prize wilt be; 

Jesus, be thou our glory now 

and through eternity. 

Choral Blessing 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will be with you each hour of every day. 

God will be there, watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Benediction 



Three-fold Amen 

Piano Postlude 


