
St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost – September 18, 2022 

Responsive Call to Worship 

Praise the Lord! 

Praise, O servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

the name of the Lord is to be praised.  

The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens.  

Come, let us worship God together. 

Hymn 372  Praise him, praise him, Jesus our blessed Redeemer 

1. Praise him, praise him, Jesus, our blessed Redeemer! 

Sing, O earth, his wonderful love proclaim! 

Hail him, hail him, highest archangels in glory; 

strength and honour give to his holy name! 

Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard his children; 

in his arms he carries them all day long. 

Refrain: 

Praise him, praise him! Tell of his excellent greatness; 

praise him, praise him, ever in joyful song! 

2. Praise him, praise him, Jesus, our blessed Redeemer! 

For our sins he suffered and bled and died; 

he, our Rock, our hope of eternal salvation, 

hail him, hail him! Jesus the Crucifìed. 

Sound his praises! Jesus who bore our sorrows, 

love unbounded, wonderful, deep and strong. 

Refrain: 

Praise him, praise him! Tell of his excellent greatness; 

praise him, praise him, ever in joyful song! 

3. Praise him, praise him, Jesus, our blessed Redeemer! 

Heavenly portals loud with hosannas ring! 

Jesus Saviour, reigneth forever and ever; 

crown him, crown him, Prophet and Priest and King! 

Christ is coming, over the world victorious; 

power and glory unto the Lord belong. 

Refrain: 

Praise him, praise him! Tell of his excellent greatness; 



praise him, praise him, ever in joyful song! 

Prayer of Praise (minister) 

Hymn 746 What a friend we have in Jesus 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear; 

what a privilege to carry 

every thing to God in prayer. 

Oh what peace we often forfeit, 

oh what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer. 

2. Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged: 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful, 

who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness: 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

3. Are we weak and heavy laden, 

cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Saviour, still our refuge: 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer; 

in his arms he'll take and shield thee; 

thou wilt find a solace there. 

Prayer of Confession (congregation) 

Generous God, you have enriched us with life worth living, 

but we confess we often squander your good gifts. We have 

wasted our time and energy but held tightly to things we 

think we need. Forgive our foolish priorities and those times 

we overlooked the needs of others. Inspire us to live more 

generously, trusting your goodness to sustain us always. 

- silent confession - 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. For ever and 

ever. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  (minister) 

Hymn 638 Take time to be holy 

1. Take time to be holy; speak oft with thy Lord. 

Abide in him always, and feed on his word. 

Make friends of God's children; help those who are weak, 

forgetting in nothing his blessing to seek. 

2. Take time to be holy; the world rushes on; 

spend much time in secret with Jesus alone. 

By looking to Jesus, like him thou shalt be; 

thy friends in thy conduct his likeness shall see. 

3. Take time to be holy; let him be thy guide, 

and run not before him, whatever betide. 

In joy or in sorrow, still follow thy Lord, 

and, looking to Jesus, still trust in his word. 

4. Take time to be holy; be calm in thy soul, 

each thought and each motive beneath his control. 

Thus led by his Spirit to fountains of love, 

thou soon shalt be fitted for service above. 

Responsive Reading  Psalm 113  p. 562 NT & Psalms 

Praise the Lord! 

Yes, give praise, O servants of the Lord. 

    Praise the name of the Lord! 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

    now and forever. 

Everywhere—from east to west— 

    praise the name of the Lord. 

For the Lord is high above the nations; 

    his glory is higher than the heavens. 

Who can be compared with the Lord our God, 



    who is enthroned on high? 

He stoops to look down 

    on heaven and on earth. 

He lifts the poor from the dust 

    and the needy from the garbage dump. 

He sets them among princes, 

    even the princes of his own people! 

He gives the childless woman a family, 

    making her a happy mother. 

Praise the Lord! 
New Living Translation (NLT)  

Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation 

Scripture Lessons: 

Amos 8:4-7  p. 750 pew Bible 

1 Timothy 2:1-7  p. 361 NT & Psalms 

Luke 16:1-13  p. 137 NT & Psalms 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon What if I don’t want to pray for them? 

Prayers of the People  (minister) 

Hymn 55 God moves in a mysterious way 

1. God moves in a mysterious way 

his wonders to perform; 

he plants his footsteps in the sea, 

and rides upon the storm. 

2. Deep in unfathomable mines 

of never failing skill 

he treasures up his bright designs, 

and works his sovereign will. 

3. Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

the clouds ye so much dread 

are big with mercy, and shall break 

in blessings on your head. 

4. Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

but trust him for his grace; 

behind a frowning providence 

he hides a smiling face. 



5. His purposes will ripen fast, 

unfolding every hour; 

the bud may have a bitter taste, 

but sweet will be the flower. 

6. Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

and scan his work in vain; 

God is his own interpreter, 

and he will make it plain. 

Offering & Offertory 

*Doxology # 830 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Prayer of Dedication (congregation) 

God of justice and peace, we acknowledge you as the One we 

worship, and we offer these gifts of money and the service 

of our lives in thanksgiving for all you give to us. May they 

be used to bring your justice and love, mercy, and peace, to 

fruition in people's lives. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen 

Hymn 637 Take my life, and let it be consecrated 

1. Take my life and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days: 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

2. Take my hands and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee. 

3. Take my voice and let me sing 

always, only for my King; 

take my lips and let them be 

filled with messages from thee. 

4. Take my silver and my gold: 

not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect, and use 

every power as thou shalt choose. 

5. Take my will and make it thine; 

it shall be no longer mine; 



take my heart: it is thine own; 

it shall be thy royal throne. 

6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

at thy feet its treasure store; 

take myself and I will be 

ever, only, all for thee. 

Choral Blessing 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will be with you each hour of every day. 

God will be there, watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Benediction 

Three-fold Amen 

Piano Postlude 


