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Knox & St. Mark’s Presbyterian Churches 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany – January 23, 2022 

 

Responsive Call to Worship 

In mystery and grandeur, 

we encounter the God of all creation. 

In renewed justice and the promise of new life, 

we know deep love of Christ. 

In the wonderful diversity in every community, 

the Spirit of God moves among us. 

Let us worship the God of beauty, love, and wisdom. 

We will praise God, ever Three and ever One, now and 

always. 

 

Hymn #9 God's law is perfect 

1. God's law is perfect and converts 

the soul in sin that lies: 

God's testimony is most sure 

and makes the simple wise. 

 

2. The statutes of the Lord are right 

and do rejoice the heart: 

the Lord's command is pure, and doth 

light to the eyes impart. 

 

3. Unspotted is the fear of God 

and ever doth endure: 

the judgements of the Lord are true 

together, right and sure. 
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4. They more than gold, yea much fine gold, 

to be desired are 

than honey, honey from the comb 

that droppeth, sweeter far. 

 

5. Moreover, they thy servants warn 

how they their life should frame: 

a great reward provided is 

for them that keep the same. 

 

Prayer of Praise (minister) 

 

Hymn #742  Lead on, O King eternal 

1. Lead on, O King eternal: 

the day of march has come; 

hence forth in fields of battle 

thy tents shall be our home: 

through days of preparation 

thy grace has made us strong, 

and now, O King eternal, 

we lift our battlesong. 

 

2. Lead on, O King eternal, 

till sin's fierce war shall cease, 

and holiness shall whisper 

the sweet Amen of peace; 

for not with swords' loud clashing 

nor roll of stirring drum, 

but deeds of love and mercy, 

thy reign of peace shall come. 
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3. Lead on, O King eternal: 

we follow, not with fears, 

for gladness breaks like morning 

where'er thy face appears: 

thy cross is lifted o'er us; 

we journey in its light; 

the crown awaits the conquest; 

lead on, O God of might. 

 

 

Prayer of Confession (congregation) 

Merciful God, you call us to be your presence, your body in 

this world. But too often we get caught up in being a hand 

or a foot and lose sight of the mission you set before us. We 

go our separate ways, forgetting we need each other to be 

whole. Help us see with new eyes and hear with new ears, 

the liberating Holy Spirit who strengthens, revives, and 

enables us to be and to do. 

 

- silent confession - 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Debts/Debtors) 

 

Assurance of Pardon  (minister) 

 

Hymn # 701 Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost 

1. Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost, 

taught by you we covet most 

of your gifts at Pentecost, 

holy, heavenly love. 
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2. Faith that mountains could remove, 

tongues of earth or heaven above, 

knowledge, all things, empty prove 

without heavenly love. 

 

3. Love is kind, and suffers long; 

love is meek, and thinks no wrong; 

love, much more than death, is strong: 

therefore, give us love. 

 

4. Prophecy will fade away, 

melting in the light of day; 

love will ever with us stay: 

therefore, give us love. 

 

5. Faith and hope and love we see 

joining hand in hand agree, 

but the greatest of the three, 

and the best, is love. 

 

Responsive Reading  Psalm 19 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God. 

    The skies display his craftsmanship. 

Day after day they continue to speak; 

    night after night they make him known. 

They speak without a sound or word; 

    their voice is never heard. 

Yet their message has gone throughout the earth, 

    and their words to all the world. 

God has made a home in the heavens for the sun. 

It bursts forth like a radiant bridegroom after his wedding. 

    It rejoices like a great athlete eager to run the race. 
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The sun rises at one end of the heavens 

    and follows its course to the other end. 

    Nothing can hide from its heat. 

The instructions of the Lord are perfect, 

    reviving the soul. 

The decrees of the Lord are trustworthy, 

    making wise the simple. 

The commandments of the Lord are right, 

    bringing joy to the heart. 

The commands of the Lord are clear, 

    giving insight for living. 

Reverence for the Lord is pure, 

    lasting forever. 

The laws of the Lord are true; 

    each one is fair. 

They are more desirable than gold, 

    even the finest gold. 

They are sweeter than honey, 

    even honey dripping from the comb. 

They are a warning to your servant, 

    a great reward for those who obey them. 

How can I know all the sins lurking in my heart? 

    Cleanse me from these hidden faults. 

Keep your servant from deliberate sins! 

    Don’t let them control me. 

Then I will be free of guilt 

    and innocent of great sin. 

May the words of my mouth 

    and the meditation of my heart 

be pleasing to you, 

    O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
New Living Translation (NLT)  

Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation 
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Scripture Lessons:  

Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a 

Luke 4:14-21 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon Why do we have gifts? 

 

Prayers of the People (minister) 

 

Hymn #479  The church's one foundation 

1. The church's one foundation 

is Jesus Christ our Lord; 

we are his new creation 

by water and the word; 

from heaven he came and sought us 

that we might ever be 

his living servant people, 

by his own death set free. 

 

2. Called forth from every nation, 

yet one o'er all the earth, 

our charter of salvation, 

one Lord, one faith, one birth, 

one holy name professing 

and at one table fed, 

to one hope we are pressing, 

by Christ's own Spirit led. 
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3. Though with a scornful wonder 

the world sees us oppressed, 

by schisms rent asunder, 

by heresies distressed, 

yet saints their watch are keeping; 

their cry goes up, 'How long?' 

But soon the night of weeping 

shall be the morn of song. 

 

4. 'Mid toil and tribulation, 

and tumult of our war, 

we wait the consummation 

of peace forevermore; 

till with the vision glorious 

our longing eyes are blest, 

and the great church victorious 

shall be the church at rest. 

 

5. We now on earth have union 

with God the Three-in-One, 

and share, through faith, communion 

with those whose rest is won, 

O happy ones and holy! 

Lord, give us grace that we, 

like them, the meek and lowly, 

on high may dwell with thee. 
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Prayer of Dedication (congregation) 

Creator God, you made each of us in our uniqueness, and 

together, all of us to bear your image in the world. Accept 

our gifts, unique as they are, and bless them for the sake of 

your Son, Jesus. May they bear his grace and mercy into the 

world you love so your purposes will be fulfilled. Amen. 

 

Hymn #481  Blest be the tie that binds 

1. Blest be the tie that binds 

our hearts in Christian love; 

the fellowship of kindred minds 

is like to that above. 
 

2. Before our Maker’s throne 

we pour our ardent prayers; 

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

our comforts and our cares. 
 

3. We share each other’s woes, 

each other’s burdens bear, 

and often for each other flows 

the sympathizing tear. 
 

4. When we asunder part, 

it gives us keenest pain; 

but we shall still be joined in heart, 

and hope to meet again. 
 

5. This glorious hope revives 

our courage on the way; 

in perfect friendship we shall live 

in God’s eternal day. 

Benediction 


