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DECEMBER 2020 
Elder of the Month: Lynn Mayfield 

  Deacon of the Month: Troy Patton 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2020 

MEN TO SERVE 
 AM PM 

Deacon in charge Waylon Mayfield Milton Lary 

Call to Worship Lynn Mayfield Milton Lary 

Song Leader Troy Patton Thomas Marshall 

Prayer Thomas Marshall Kyle Olree 

Scripture 
Reading 

Roger Bower 
Danny 

Cunningham 

Closing Prayer Britt Bell 
Brian 

Cunningham 
 

Ushers/Greeters 
 

Jim Lorenz 

Kris Pumphrey 

Karl Ivanhoe 

Troy Patton  

A/V Rob Wolf Steve Mills 

A/V  Bob Williams Bill Marshall 

  Rob Wolf 

AM  AM  PM 

   

   

   

   

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2020 

Announcements/Prayer  

Song Leader  

Speaker  

Closing Prayer  

Ushers/Greeters 
 

A/V  

A/V Trainee  

OTHER AREAS OF SERVICE 

Sunday Nursery Workers  

Food Coordinators 
(December) 

 

Funeral Coordinators 
(November/December) 

Lyda Smith 

Lord’s Table Preparation 
(November) 

 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 2, 2020 

Bible Class – PM Worship – 

AM Worship – Wednesday PM –  

Contribution- 6354 Budget - 9437 Average -8149 

SUNDAY SERMON –DECEMBER 6, 2020 

Adam Orr  "Seeking God"  
Acts 17: 

26-27 

Mike Vestal 
“Equipping For 

Life”(4) 

Ephesians 

6:4 

 

ELDERS 
 

Lynn Mayfield                          Terry Pafford 

 

 

DEACONS 
 

Justin Bell     Milton Lary     Thomas Marshall  
 

                    Waylon Mayfield       Steve Mills        Kyle Olree 
 

                                   Troy Patton       Kris Pumphrey 

 

 

  
 

 

PREACHERS 
Mike Vestal – m.vestalpreach@gmail.com 

Adam Orr – adam_orr@hotmail.com 

 
 

MISSIONS 

Denzil Roberts                                                          Nevis 

Andrew Solomon                                                   St. Lucia 

Rod Kyle                                              Palmerston North, New Zealand 
 

Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY 
 

Bible Class                                       9:00 AM 

Morning Worship                                10:00 AM    

             Evening Worship                                 5:00 PM 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

            Ladies Bible Class                                   10:00 AM 
 

       Bible Class for All Ages                                 7:00 PM 

Nevis 

  

 
10:00 AM 

7:00 PM 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

        Whatever you do, do all to the Glory of God!” – 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

 
News You Need to Know 

 

 
December 6 – Sunday AM Service at 9 AM (no bible classes) and 
Sunday PM at 5 PM. (Older and “at risk” sit on the east side and those 
younger sit on the west).   
 

December 6 PM – Parenting Sermon Series Continues – “Equipping 
For Life” 
  

December 8 – Annual Ladies Ornament Exchange in the Fellowship 
Hall beginning at 6 PM. You are asked to bring a wrapped ornament 
for the exchange and finger foods of your choice. (Masks optional!) 
 

December 9- Continuation of the “Honest to God” series by Mike 

Vestal on Westside’s Facebook Page at 7PM. 
 

December 16 - Ladies’ Class Goodie Bags for the holidays. Details 
in the news and notes! 
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Sweet “Ellie is on her way! 

 
Sunday, May 31, 2020 

 Westside Church of Christ Parking Lot 
4410 W. Illinois Ave. 
Midland, TX 79703 

Anytime between 2-3:30 pm 

Drive by to show your love and support for 

Caren and Will Dixon. 

 Enjoy curbside treats and favors! 

Registered on Amazon and Target 

 

 

 

Help Needed 
We are in need of a few men to help 

move and set up tables and chairs in 

the fellowship hall this Sunday 

evening after service!  

 
Ladies Class Goodie Bags for 

the Holidays!!! 
The only items being requested this 
year are baked goods and notes to 

the recipients. Baked goods and 
notes can be brought Sunday the 

13th or dropped off Wednesday the 
16th by 10AM. You can pick up the list 

of recipients for notes in the foyer! 
 

 

CHILDREN OPPORTUNTIES 
Be sure to check our “Saturday 

Morning Story Time” on Westsides 
Facebook page and virtual “Pew 
Packers” available on Westside’s 
Facebook page as well as on our 

website under sermons.  

 

Count Your Many Blessings 
 

Count your blessings instead of our crosses;  
     count your gains instead of your losses; 
Count your joys instead of your woes; count  
     your friends instead of your foes; 
Count your smiles instead of your tears;  
     count your courage instead of your fears; 
Count your full years instead of your lean;  
     count your kind deeds instead of your  
     mean; 
Count your health instead of your wealth;  
    and yes, above all,  
Count on God instead of yourself. 

-Anonymous 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 

all His benefits.” 
Psalm 103:2 

 

(out of House to House, Heart to Heart) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

OUR MEMBERS: 
 

Jake Olree is recovering from   broken ribs 

and a broken collarbone. Carolyn 

Laschkewitsch,  Patty Rowe, Ron & Paula 

Truex, Margaret Hedges, Roxie Gray, 

Patty Anderson, Bill Powers,  Steve 

Oualline, Bernice Bower, Jack 

Laschkewitsch, Alan & Skeet McClenahan,  

and Sonja Weerstra. 
 

Family and Friends: 

John Moore (Gospel Preacher and friend 
to many at Westside) is in the hospital 
recovering a possible heart attack.  
BreAnna Foresyth (granddaughter of 
Myndi Smith) diagnosed with Lupus.  
Joan Lee (Aunt of Amber Reynolds), 
Derek Horton (son of Steve Horton), 
Dakota Hommel (son of Karen Coffman), 
Brad Hocker, (husband of Becki Hocker), 
Dolly Andrews (sister of Margaret 
Hedges),  Jeremy and Meredith Rowton 
(Patty Rowes’ nephew and wife), Weston 
Moses (nephew of Mary Olree and Becky 
Ekstrom (niece of Tanya McCann). 

 
Those with Cancer: 

InaBeth McCoy (Cousin of Brandi 
Marshall) cancer has metastasized to her 
spine. Ruthie Ewen (sister of Jena Prince), 
Judith (Daughter of Andrew & Linetta 
Solomon), Kyle Thompson (friend of 
Steve Horton), Wayne Reynolds (father in 
law of Amber Reynolds), Floretta Dotson 
(sister of Eddie Cooley), and Pat Flores 
(sister of Ron Truex). 

 

 
 
 

Manaen – An Unlikely Teacher? 
 

His name is mentioned exactly one time in all of Scripture. Yet, we 
know the Holy Spirit saw fit for it be included in Holy Writ for nothing 
is included or excluded by accident. When listing obscure names in 
the Bible, even the best of Bible students might have overlooked the 
name, Manaen. The one time we read of this man in the Bible, this 
is what we read, “Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets 
and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who is called Niger, Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul,” 
(Acts 13:1, ESV). As you can see, his name is listed with five others 
who are called prophets and teachers in the church at Antioch. 
Manaen is described as the synthropos of Herod Antipas (the 
tetrarch) who reigned from 4 B.C to A.D. 37. Synthropos is a Greek 
word that means, “nursed with another; one brought up or educated 
with another, an intimate friend, or friend of the court. Many 
translations will use the term, foster-brother. As noted above, the 
English Standard Version uses the term, “life-long friend.”  
 

Recall that it was Herod who had given permission to have the head 
of John the Baptist removed from his body. It was Herod who had 
done nothing to stop the crucifixion of Jesus. It was Herod who had 
killed James, the brother of John, with the sword and because he 
saw that it pleased the people had arrested Peter and was planning 
the same (Acts 12:1-4). Luke records the violent death of Herod at 
the conclusion of Acts 12. To say the least, Herod had done much 
to persecute and harass God’s people. Yet, we read of his foster-
brother, his life-long friend, not only as a Christian, but listed as one 
of the teachers (a leader) of the Lord’s church in the city of Antioch. 
Friends, there are lessons to be learned from this single description 
of a man sandwiched in a list of others in Acts 13:1. Allow me to 
share with you three that come to mind.  
 

First, the Gospel is truly the power of God to salvation. Paul makes 
it clear that this is true in Romans 1:16. While Herod was willing to 
harass the church (Acts 12:1), the gospel of Jesus Christ was able 
to convict his life-long friend. While nothing is really known about his 
upbringing, and nothing is known about how he was presented with 
the gospel, we know the lasting effect it had for good for the Lord’s 
church. At the end of Acts 12, Paul and Barnabas had just returned 
from a trip to Jerusalem and in Acts 13, the Holy Spirit is going to 
take them away again and it would lead to a rapid spread of the 
church of Christ. It doesn’t appear that the congregation in Antioch 
struggled while they were away or that they were hesitant to send 
them on their missionary journey. Why? Because they had men like 
Manaen to continue to teach. The church in Antioch knew full well 
the power of the gospel to save – praise God for congregations with 
Christians like Manaen who realize and see the good news of 
salvation!  

 

Second, honest hearts are necessary for salvation. While Herod 
harassed with a hard-heart, Manaen shows what can be done when 
one has a soft-heart. Jesus gave the parable of the sower in Luke 
8:4-15 – some are hard-hearted and will not receive, others will be  

(Continued on Next Page) 

 Continue in Prayer 

choked out and others fail to form roots necessary for growth. 
Manaen is seemingly a prime example of an honest heart (good 
soil) who took root and grew to be a great teacher in the Lord’s 
church. May we strive to be those with honest hearts willing to make 
whatever sacrifices necessary to be well-pleasing to the Lord!  
 
Third, no one should be denied an opportunity for salvation. Who 
taught Manaen about Jesus? Who shared the gospel with him? We 
don’t know, the Word of God does not tell us. However, we do know 
that someone shared Jesus and salvation in Him with this future 
teacher. How many Manaen’s have been overlooked because of 
partiality? How many Manaen’s have been associated with other 
family or life-long friends thought evil and the judgment made that, 
“Oh, he would never listen…” or, “he would never be interested…” 
Friends, the gospel is for all! The grace of God that brings salvation 
has appeared to all men (Titus 2:11). Manaen may not have been 
the first choice based on his associations to share with gospel with 
– but someone did and the fruit of that study may very well be felt 
still even today! Let us be praying for the help of God to find our 
next Manaen.  

- Adam Orr 
 

From Mike’s Desk 
 

A GREAT Opportunity to Show We Care! Westside member Alex 
Neth is the Director of Desert Gardens Nursing Home and 
Rehabilitation Center. Long-time Westsiders may remember this 
care facility is where Dallas and Margaret Willis lived for some time.  
 

Presently there are about 70 people at Desert Gardens, and Alex 
estimates that about one third of them have no family. Alex and the 
staff recently asked each of the residents the top 3 things they 
wanted for the holidays, with the idea being that an “angel tree” be 
set up at where people could “adopt” residents and purchase the 
items they requested. The residents each made their “3 wishes.” 
Most asked for things like socks, a puzzle, a book, a blanket or 
toiletry items - with the cost for those items totaling between $15-
$30.  
 

Alex is going to provide us with at least 25 names and wish lists. If 
you would like to make the holiday season brighter for one (or 
more) of the residents, here’s what you can do.  
 

(1) You can sign up to adopt one of the people and purchase 
their three items yourself. You can wrap them if you’d like but you 
don’t have to. Then you can have them at the building NO LATER 
than December 18 when Alex will make sure all the gifts arrive at 
Desert Gardens.  
 

(2) You can make a $25 donation and Alex and the staff at Desert 
Gardens will purchase the items for the resident(s). You can give the 
donation to one of our elders, Adam, Alex, one of the church 
secretaries (Stephanie Scott and Trisha Pumphrey) or to me. Please 
also have the donation in no later than December 18. 
 

This is a wonderful way to show the spirit of Jesus!   

 
  


