
TOGETHER / to·geth·er
ADVERB, meaning to be with one another

We are in a time and place none of us have ever been before, 
and our connections to one another are challenged by the 
social distancing that keeps us safe. We are learning to 
connect in creative ways and are discovering that we are truly 
in this TOGETHER. As the name of our newsletter suggests, 
the sense of community is more important than ever in 
these unprecedented times. Wesley Woods is caring for one 
of the most vulnerable populations—Georgia’s older adults. 
As such, keeping our residents safe from COVID-19 and the 
devastating effects of isolation is our top priority. Protecting 
older adults from infectious disease is nothing new for our 
team—it is a part of what we do every day. What is new is 
helping residents stay connected in the face of necessary 
separation, stay well when so many outside our community 
are ill, and maintain hope in a time of unparalleled adversity.

Wesley Woods communities are uniting like never before. 
In this issue of The Connection, we share some of the creative 
ways our team is delivering on our mission to provide 
communities of connection, well-being and promise. Your 
gifts to Wesley Woods to support chaplaincy, wellness, 
charitable financial assistance and the COVID-19 emergency 
fund are more essential now than ever.

The world has changed, but we find comfort in knowing  
we are weathering this storm TOGETHER. Stay safe, be well 
and know that you and your loved ones are in our hearts  
and prayers.

Gratefully,
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EASTER FROM A DISTANCE
Chaplain Susan Amick created a memorable Easter worship 
experience for residents at Wesley Woods Towers in Atlanta. Because 
of their unique architecture, two round towers where resident 
apartments open on to a large rotunda on each floor, Susan and I 
were able to stand in the center as residents opened their doors and 
stood or sat as we shared the joy of Easter through prayers, hymns 
and scripture. Residents joined in using the printed bulletins Susan 

LEAVING A LEGACY
My relationship with Wesley Woods began more 
than two decades ago when I was asked to serve  
on the advisory board of Talmage Terrace  
Lanier Gardens. Having served on the Athens-
Clark County Commission, I understand 
first-hand the vital role Wesley Woods plays in 
serving older adults in our community. It brings 
me great satisfaction to know that Wesley Woods 
provides safe, affordable housing to individuals 

regardless of race, religion or financial means, and is heartwarming 
to know that residents who require financial assistance to remain 
in their Wesley Woods homes are never identified to others. All 
residents have access to pastoral care and wellness programming as 
well, which are more important now than ever in the midst of the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

–Kathy Hoard – Torchbearers’ Society member

Please contact Ty Tippett at Ty.Tippett@wesleywoods.org or 404-217-6369  
to discuss including the Foundation of Wesley Woods in your estate plans.

“When doing my  
estate planning, it  
was gratifying to  
know that through  
my will I could  
continue to impact  
the lives of older  
adults who live at  
Wesley Woods.  
I strongly encourage 
others to do likewise.”

IN 2019, WESLEY WOODS CHAPLAINS PROVIDED:

984 
WORSHIP SERVICES

572  
BIBLE STUDIES

156  

PRAYER GROUPS
8,400 

PASTORAL VISITS 

distributed the day before. Susan 
even created a portable altar on 
a rolling service cart, complete 
with cross, electric candle, a 
Bible and Easter lilies. At the 
end of each service, the residents 
proclaimed, “Alleluia!  Amen!” 
and waved to their pastor who 
waved back and moved on to 
the next rotunda. Susan would 
repeat the service 22 times. Not 
even the coronavirus could stop 
Wesley Woods residents from 
celebrating Easter! Alleluia! 
Amen! 

Rev. Karen Kagiyama – O. Wayne 
Rollins Director of Pastoral Care



MOTHER’S DAY  
VIRTUAL CELEBRATION
While we must forego the traditional 
Mother’s Day celebrations of family 
visits and Sunday lunches, we don’t 
have to miss special moments of 
connection. 

Follow @WesleyWoodsGA on  
Facebook and Instagram to see  
how YOU can create hope and  
spread joy for moms everywhere 
through the Wesley Woods Cherish 
Every MOMent virtual campaign.

IN 2019, WESLEY WOODS PROVIDED:

7,316  
WELLNESS  

NURSE VISITS

99  
MATTER OF  

BALANCE CLASSES

814 

WELLNESS 
ASSESSMENTS 

23,656  
FITNESS  

CLASSES TAKEN  

A NEW FACE ON WELLNESS
Each of us is navigating uncharted territory through social distancing, 
and Wesley Woods life enrichment directors are no exception! To 
combat the effects of isolation that social distancing can bring, 
life enrichment directors at each Wesley Woods community have 
implemented creative programming, such as virtual fitness classes on 

in-house TV channels and Facebook 
Live. They deliver snacks to spread joy, 
make check-in calls to residents, and 
provide meal delivery to individuals’ 
apartments since communal dining is 
no longer an option. Book and other 
discussion groups have adapted to 
occur via conference and video calls, 
and art and essay contests are taking 
place to provide residents with creative 
outlets. “Fun packets” that include 
word searches, crosswords, and printed 
instructions for safe balance and 
physical fitness exercises for residents to 

do inside their apartments are 
also provided. Wesley Woods 
wellness nurses continue to be 
on the front lines of care since 
residents are less able to leave 
the community to visit doctors’ 
offices. Some residents rely  
on the nurses even more now 
for support, and knowing there  
is a nurse available provides 
great peace of mind. When  
it comes to adapting, our 
wellness team doesn’t miss a 
beat. Wesley Woods has the 
well-being of older adults on 
the forefront of their hearts and 
minds today and always.

 – Nancie Vito – Wellness Director

#cherishmom 
CherishEveryMoment.org



WESLEY WOODS NEEDS YOUR  
SUPPORT NOW MORE THAN EVER. 
Please help us meet the needs of our cherished  
residents during the COVID-19 crisis.
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Make a gift online at  
wesleywoods.org/donate

Honor a loved one with a special  
tribute gift

Donate to our COVID-19  
emergency fund 

Include Wesley Woods in your  
estate plans


