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home sWEET home
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see how these homeowners’ love for The big easy turned 
their alabama abode into a louisiana-flavored getaway.

Designed with 
New Orleans in Mind
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sKnown for its rich architectural heritage 
and tantalizing cuisine, the Creole-seasoned 
culture of lower Louisiana also gave us the 
word “lagniappe,” which loosely translated 
means “a little something extra.” This 
description, along with a bevy of Deep South 
influences, perfectly describes this new 
home—even though it’s located in Mountain 
Brook, Alabama. 

To keep the crisp white interiors of the 
home from being too monochromatic, the 
owners gravitated toward fabrics and patterns 
in light creams, grays, and muted blues. 
This color combination sets a soothing, 
comfortable tone in the living area and 
throughout the house. 

With the kitchen, breakfast, and living 
areas combined into one space, this open plan 
proves ideal for both entertaining and daily 
living. “In short, our home was built primarily 
for two things: raising our family and having 
friends over,” the owners say. “This layout 
works well for large parties where the kitchen 
is the central food-serving spot, and for more 
casual get-togethers, such as watching football 
games with the neighbors.” 

Adjoining the kitchen and living area, the 
breakfast and casual dining nook contains 
a series of casement windows, which serves 
as the primary source of natural light for 
the space.  The cabinets were designed by 
Wellborn, a local company in Alabama. The 

as in the kitchen, the wet 
bar, which is located in 
the living area, sports the 
same interplay of flush-
mounted cabinetry and 
stainless-steel appliances. 
“also for continuity, we 
matched the tongue-and-
groove wood paneling 
found on the ceiling 
by using it as the bar’s 
backsplash,” the owner 
points out.

Style Idea

home at the range 
Frigidaire’s stainless steel appliances create an 
inviting and stylish kitchen. by housing two of 
the appliances in the hardworking island more 
counter space and storage is available in the 
main cooking area. an icemaker and a beverage 
refrigerator are included in the bar in the living 
area for easy access.
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never enough storage 

(Left) With easy access from the 

kitchen, the butler’s pantry supplies 

more storage with additional cabinets 

from Wellborn. The sage-mocha finish 

gives them a cottage look. (Below) 

Using space under the stairs, the 

builder was able to include storage for 

the homeowners’ wine collection. 

homeowners picked a polished marble called 
Calcutta gold white for their countertops, 
which complement their stainless-steel 
appliances and subway tile backsplash. 
“We’ve seen this surface in some of our 
favorite restaurants, and realized that it would 
provide a rich, elegant finish to an all-white 
kitchen.”

Conveniently tucked in between the 
kitchen and dining room, the butler’s pantry 
enables the main cooking space to stay 
less cluttered and chaotic. By containing 
a second dishwasher and sink, along with 
smaller appliances like a microwave, blender, 
and toaster, the pantry allows for additional 
food prep and cleanup. The cabinets have a 

more casual, cottage look, which is mirrored 
by the farm-style sink and butcher-block 
countertops.  

Built underneath the stairway leading to the 
second floor, a wine storage cabinet contains 
enough space for 200 bottles that the owners 
have collected. “My wife came up with this 
idea from images she saw on Pinterest,” he 
adds, “and it’s located directly across the 
hall from the formal dining room, as well as 
right around the corner from the kitchen and 
living space.” 

Even the powder room vanity also located 
in the hall follows through with the same 
refined simplicity that characterizes the 
main living spaces. Details such as curved 

Think of light fixtures 
as art hanging from 
the ceiling. This natural 
brass chandelier (from 
____?_____) draws your 
eye upward and creates 
a bright welcome in the 
entrance.

Style Idea

The floors throughout the home are quality engineered 

hardwood floors from  Urbanfloor. Engineered wood flooring, 

uses less hardwood materials than traditional solid wood floors. 

You still get the same great look and quality as solid hardwood 

flooring, but with a more environmentally conscious product.  
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“feet” and a recessed footboard give this 
vanity the look of fine furniture, instead of a 
conventional piece of cabinetry. 

The deep cased opening leading into 
the formal dining room from the hall was 
designed to set the room apart. Rather than 
being just another entry the panels give the 
dining room a sense of formality not found in 
that the rest of the house. 

An alcove in the dining room adorned 
with artwork depicting Louisiana pelicans 
serves as an ideal spot for a bar caddy. “This 
room is the only one in the house that we 
painted both the walls and trim gray,” notes 
the husband. “The only difference is that 
the walls have an eggshell finish, while the 
moulding and casings are gloss.”

using the same paint 
color but in a different 
finish varies the look of 
the paint. This opening 
is painted in a high-gloss 
version of Conservative 
gray from sherman 
Williams. The moldings 
in the room are also 
painted in high gloss, 
but the walls have an 
eggshell finish.

Style Idea
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To really jazz up their master bath and 
vanity areas, the owners cleverly took 
12x12-inch Carrera white marble tiles, 
cut them in half, and then laid them in 
a herringbone pattern. “This method 
was a great way to add some character 
to a standard-sized tile by the way we 
installed it,” states the homeowner. “as 
for the kohler soaking tub—it was a 
must-have for my wife!”

The master bedroom appropriately 
contains some of the owners’ most favorite 
finds, such as an intricately woven rug, 
matching side tables, and pelican-themed 
artwork. “We find that the antique gold 
finish of the tables, paired with our neutral 
linens and white walls, create a tranquil 
spot for rest and relaxation.” 

The home’s 10-foot-high ceilings 
provided ample space for oversized mirrors 
to hang in the master vanity. Also, the 
couple chose a centrally placed sconce to 
complement the mirrors; fixtures mounted 
above would have crowded the overall 
affect. 

This couple’s master closet is a picture of 
organization, and, even more importantly, 
equal space. A central dressing island, 
which is outfitted with shoe racks on 
both sides, makes packing for trips far 
less cumbersome. “In addition, there are 
four hidden clothes hampers within the 

stumped on where to 
start? looking to your 
favorite artwork can 
give you a heads up 
about color choices for 
a room. This pelican 
artwork (Renaissance 
antiques, new orleans, 
la) inspired the drapery 
and rug choices for the 
master bedroom.

Style Idea
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full-length wall cabinets,” they proudly 
confess. The great light fixture hanging 
above is actually another Pinterest-
inspired idea discovered by the wife 
discovered.

The bygone elegance displayed in this 
upstairs vanity was greatly influenced 
by the owners’ stay at the village inn of 
Palmetto Bluff, South Carolina. “That’s 
one reason why we chose the antique 
plumbing fixtures manufactured by 
Waterworks,” he says. The daughter’s 
room adjacent to the bath is dressed in 
pink and white. An antique iron bed is 
adorned in a white matlessae, with toile 
and stripes as accents. 

hanging window 
treatments in the room 
on two separate rods 
allows you to draw the 
draperies to darken or 
lighten the room while 
keeping the decorative 
valance in place.

Style Idea
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use area rugs for comfort 
and quiet. Rugs shown 
here are from the well-
known karistan company, 
but with a new updated 
and playful designs.

Style Idea
Across the hall a mounted deer’s head, a 

memento from the father’s hunting trips in 
Louisana, hangs above the boy’s bent-willow 
bed. The adjacent bathroom is basically the 
same as the daughter’s but with dark-stained 
cabinets and matching mirror frames. 

Whereas most of the house is open to 
guests, the entertainment room gives this 
family a welcome place to retreat in the 
landing of the second floor. In an adjoining 
room a virtual zoo of stuffed animals clearly 
signals that this the is the kids’ domain. 
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a room full of windows 
provides ample light and 
charm to a home, both 
inside and out. These 
windows from Weather 
shield are wood-clad 
providing the best 
of both worlds—low 
maintenance exteriors 
and wooden interiors. 
When selecting new or 
replacement windows for 
your cottage be sure to 
consult with the experts.

Style Idea

(Top Right) Due to the area’s mild weather, the loggia located 
outside the family room is enjoyed practically year-round. a 
fireplace, gas lanterns, and an outdoor TV are amenities the family 
enjoys when entertaining.

Left unfinished and enhanced with bee’s 
wax, the pecky-cypress walls and ceiling in 
this inviting study bring the lushness of a 
Louisiana bayou indoors. “Two of the study’s 
walls are virtually all windows, which fills 
the room with morning sunlight,” the owner 
points out. “It makes a perfect place for me 
to relish some quiet time while reading the 
paper or enjoying a cup of coffee.” 

A home with such a distinct sense of 
place didn’t happen by chance, but by the 
homeowners’ deep fondness for the New 
Orleans area. So whether they want to 
entertain in lively French Quarter style or 
spend some quiet downtime together in 
laissez-faire comfort, these homeowners don’t 
have to go very far. Instead, their next best 
version of being in the Crescent City can be 
accomplished by just staying home.  


