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IN THE BEGINNING.. .

In 2009, LISD High School #5 was created.

Charlie Little, who was the current principal of Lake Travis High 

School and a resident of Steiner Ranch, was named principal 

of High School #5. Colors were set as navy, black, and silver. 

Mascots had been narrowed down to the Patriots, the Vikings, 

or the Vipers. School names considered were Tumble Weed HS, 

Four Points HS, Ribelin Ranch HS, and Vandegrift HS.

Lt. Matthew Ryan Vandegrift was the first fallen soldier in 

the War on Terror. He was a graduate of LISD. Matthew lived 

in Steiner Ranch and he graduated from Leander High School 

with honors in 1999. He earned a degree in international busi-

ness, summa cum laude, from Texas A&M and enlisted in the 

U.S. Marine Corps in 2005. Vandegrift was killed in Basra, Iraq 

in 2008, four days after his twenty-eighth birthday.

By the spring of 2010, High School #5 was officially named 

Lt. Matthew Ryan Vandegrift High School. We became the 

Vandegrift Vipers, and the school colors were finalized as black 

and silver. “Second to None” became the school motto, based 

upon the pursuit of excellence and the fact it was Matthew’s 

battalion’s motto.

Mr. Little hired Holly Lyons to create the dance department 

and dance team. Auditions were held, the charter members 

established, and the team name selected. In the fall of 2009, the 

inaugural line consisted of fourteen charter member dancers 

(both freshman and sophomores) and three managers. Five 

officers led the 1st Line: three dance officers, Lt. Ashlee Cloud, 

Lt. McKenzie Gillespey and Lt. Brittany Vanderloop; and two 

social officers, Sophie Philips and Kathryn Skinn.

That August, the Legacies Dance Team made their debut at 

Concert in the Park held in Steiner Ranch. The Legacies per-

formed their field jazz routine for the first time in history. The 

Legacies are named to honor Matthew Vandegrift and to uphold 

and model his dedication, loyalty, discipline, and service.
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Holly lyons
from:

Director Holly Lyons, 2009-2019

Holly Lyons

DIRECTOR’S REFLECTION

I love my Legacies! This is a phrase that I type quite 

often on social media when posting my proud mama pictures 

that represent those proud mama moments. This phrase is 

always true to me and never exaggerated.

When I started this organization ten years ago, I had a vision of 

what I wanted Legacies to be and the type of students I wanted 

to represent Legacies. Over the last ten years, every student who 

has been a part of the Legacies Dance Team has contributed to 

that vision and dream in a positive way. On our campus, it is no 

secret that the student body loves Legacies. They are admired 

for their reputation, kindness, beauty, grace, poise, hard work, 

and talent. From the charter members who came together to 

create and build Legacy Land, to the 11th Line who is excited 

and inspired to walk in their footsteps, every dancer, manager, 

and guard has a special place to grow, learn, and have a sense 

of family in the VHS dance gym.

In 2009, Legacies began with 14 dancers, 3 managers, 0 guards, 

1 director, 1 supportive principal, 1 supportive assistant princi-

pal, $0 in the bank, and 5 women who became the first booster 

board. These women were the leaders who helped build the 

structure of our organization, and I could have never begun 

this program successfully without them. Thank you to all of 

the charter members and their families for their work, time, 

energy, intellect, resources, creativity, and love. It wasn’t always 

easy, and we often had to use creativity and grit to accomplish 

different tasks, but I will always be thankful for our first group 

of parents that made magic happen for their girls. Legacies has 

a great foundation because of each of you! I think of all of you 

often and hope you are proud when you see this school and the 

dance department today.

Today, we have 48 dancers, 4 managers, 8 honor guards, 2 

directors, the same supportive principal, a program assistant 

principal with 5 supporting assistant principals, enough money 

in the bank, an executive board with years of notes and instruc-

tions, and a successful booster club. From the 1st Line through 

the 10th Line, the students have had incredible opportunities 

and experiences, all of which I hope are cherished memories. 

The team has performed in football games, playoff games, bas-

ketball games, district camps, district performances, regional, 

state, and national competitions, and a campus-wide spring 

show, Vanguard. They have traveled, performed and trained 

throughout the United States in Austin, New York, Los Angeles, 

Chicago, Oahu, and Houston. As I reflect on the past ten years of 

Legacies, I am in awe of the students who have come through 

the program, and to see them be successful is the greatest 

reward. I truly hope that their experiences at Vandegrift have 

help mold them so they can achieve their dreams.

Thank you to all of my students for making such an impact 

on my life every day. My hope and goal for each of you is that 

your time on Legacies has taught you life skills that will serve 

you well the rest of your life. Some small examples that come 

to mind are: If you work hard, anything is possible; if it were 

easy, everyone would do it; presentation goes a long way; the 

details transform good to great; if you’re on time, you’re late; 

we are stronger together; and always smile and be kind. I pray 

that I have been there for all of you and I hope you all know that 

you always have a home away from home at Vandegrift High 

School in Legacy Land.

Thank you for bringing the Legacy vision to life in the most 

beautiful way.

In Legacy Love,

Mama Lyons
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from:

from:
“Since leaving Legacy Land, 

I have had the privilege of 
becoming a member of the 
78th line of the Kilgore College 
Rangerettes. From Switzerland 
to Disney World, I have 
performed in unimaginable 
places. I am thankful for the 
lessons I have learned and the 
opportunities I received from 
this path. Although I love the 
Rangerette organization with 
my whole heart, I am forever 
thankful for my Legacy roots 
and friends. I will never forget 
the crazy bus rides, my senior 
trip to Hawaii, or my fellow 
Legasistas. Go Vipers!”

—RACHEL GREEN

Megan Hall

After graduating Vandegrift, I have been attending 

Texas State University for my bachelor’s degree. I am currently majoring in Public 

Relations and Mass Communication and finishing up my two minors in Media Studies 

and Fashion Merchandising. I am proud to say that I will be graduating from Texas 

State University in the spring semester of 2019, with plans to move back to Austin, 

Texas after graduation!

Holly Klein

After graduating from VHS I began my journey in recording 

and writing music. I am about to graduate from the University of Texas with a BS in 

Communications, and various certificates in mediation and facilitation. I may not be 

high-kicking on the field anymore, but I will never stop dancing in my room.
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from: from:

Gracie Jones

I am an alumni of the Texas State University 

Strutters dance team, the largest four-year university in the 

world.

I’ve visited/performed with my team in:

• London, England

• Disneyland Paris

• Tulsa, OK

• Dallas, TX: Neiman Marcus Adolphus Christmas Parade

• San Antonio, TX

• Spurs game

• Battle of the Flowers Parade

My mom was a Strutter, as well as two of my aunts. Keeping 

the family tradition going :) Once a Strutter, always a Strutter!

Hannah Prytula

Since my time as a Legacy, I have attended 

the University of Arkansas where I was pursuing a degree in 

Accounting. I decided to move back to Texas and accepted a 

position with an app development company in Austin. I have 

attended a few football games since being back in Texas and 

love following the Legacies’ success on social media.

Gracie Jones (3rd Line) as a Texas State Strutter after graduating from VHS.
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from:

Ally Padgett

Since leaving Legacy Land, I have been pur-

suing a BFA in Studio Art: Graphic Design at Baylor University 

and will be graduating in May 2019. I am a member of Kappa 

Alpha Theta with my Legasista Kate (is great)! I have been Irish 

dancing off and on during college, but miss my early mornings 

in the dance gym! I have still been slightly active in Legacies 

through designing spring show posters and t-shirts as well as 

the ten-year anniversary logo. After graduation I have no idea 

what I’m doing with my life other than something with graphic 

design. Maybe back to Austin? Maybe somewhere brand new?

“I am currently a senior 
at the University of 
Texas at Austin! I am 
pursuing a degree in 
Religious Studies with a 
Dance minor. Also, I am 
a fourth-year member 
on Texas Pom and 
head of choreography! 
What’s even more fun 
is that I get to continue 
dancing (and cheering) 
with one of my favorite 
Legasistas, Julianne!”

—HANNAH SMITH
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from:

“After Legacies, I was 
fortunate enough to 
continue dancing as a 
member of the 74th line 
of the Kilgore College 
Rangerettes with Ashlee 
and Caroline as teammates 
again. I then attended 
Texas A&M University and 
graduated with a degree 
in Applied Math and a 
minor in Economics.”

—HALEY MARTIN

Arianna Joslin

After Legacies, I had the opportunity to 

become an internationally famous Apache Belle. I am a part 

of the 71st line. It has been such an amazing experience and 

I am so thankful that Lyons and Bonner were able to prepare 

me for college dancing. Legacies is the reason why I am able to 

be a part of such a prestigious dance team and I am so grateful 

for that.
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from:

Jessica Holland (Finfrock)

After graduating, I went to Texas Tech and joined Delta Gamma. It 

was cool that some other Legacies became DGs too. I graduated with my bachelor’s in 

Psychology in 2016 and worked on a teaching certification to pursue special education. 

In the summer of 2016, I married Josh (we dated at Vandegrift) with Brittany and Ashlee 

by my side! After that I moved to Houston for six months and then lived in Maryland 

for two years, pretty close to D.C., where I taught middle school special education. In 

January 2019, we made a fresh start and a new home in the beautiful Colorado with 

our two adorable dogs!
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Gracie Jones 

Being voted Second to None for Legacies my senior 

year (2014). I’ve kept and wear the remembrance bracelet on my wrist always. It’s the 

highest honor I have ever received and I am truly grateful to have had the opportunity 

to represent the “legacy” of Matthew Ryan Vandegrift.

Lauren Davis: Without Legacies, I wouldn’t have found one of my best friends!
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“One of my favorite 
memories is having a 
fellow Legacy make me 
a fan page on Instagram 
and making ‘Kate is great’ 
my forever nickname. 
Thanks, Nico.”

—KATE ROBBINS

“My favorite memories 
are the times when we 
just acted a little silly 
together. There are so 
many memories from bus 
rides to games, getting 
ready for contests, and 
spending time in the 
dance room. I love looking 
back and remembering 
how much we supported 
each other always.”

—JESSICA HOLLAND 

(FINFROCK)
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Jessica Holland (Finfrock): Favorite memories also include all our senior moments.

Photos courtesy of Jessica Holland (Finfrock)
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Charter Team, 1st Line
First Row: Megan Hall, Lauren Gonzales, Brittany Le, Sky Luza, Allison Scott

Second Row: Kendall Mitchell (head manager), Lt. McKenzie Gillespey, Lt, Ashlee Cloud, Lt. Brittany Vanderloop

Third Row: Social Capt. Kathryn Skinn, Erica Reichman, Nicole Martinez, Lindsey Graff, Caroline Bentley, Haley Martin, Chandler 
Colbeck, Social Officer Sophie Phillips

2010-2011 Team Photo, 2nd Line of Legacies
First Row: Lt. Brittany Vanderloop, Col. Ashlee Cloud, Lt. Col. McKenzie Gillespey

Second Row: Lauren Gonzales, Sky Luza, Social Officer Caroline Bentley, Social Capt. Kathryn Skinn, Lindsey Graff, Sarah Brent, 
Chandler Colbeck

Third Row: Jessica Finfrock, Nicole Quick, Haley Martin, Abby Cook-Saunders, Bethany Bridges, Social Officer Erica Reichman, 
Nicole Martinez, Brittany Le, Head Manager Kendall Mitchell
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Contest Team Pom, 1st line

1st line, “Magnificent 7”

1st Line, Valor Day fun

1st Line Dance Officers: Lt. McKenzie Gillespey, Lt. Brittany  

Vanderloop, and Lt. Ashlee Cloud.

2010-2011 Social Officers: Erica Reichman, Caroline Bentley,  

Social Capt. Kathryn Skinn
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2nd Line opening for the Radio City Music Hall Rockettes performing “Cool Yule.”

2010-2011 Dance Officers: Lt. Col McKenzie Gillespey, Col. Ashlee Cloud, Lt. Brittany Vanderloop

2nd Line performing “Magnificent 7.”
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2nd Line, “Ballet for Martha,” Victory Lines

2nd Line, Vanguard “Heart 

and Soul”

2nd Line, “Ballet  

for Martha”
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