PSALM 8:3-4

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man
that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?
IT MUST HAVE BEEN A clear night in Palestine when David looked
up at the sky full of stars and wondered. Humbled by what he saw above
(nothing in creation is as humbling as the stars), he wondered at God’s
handiwork. He wondered at the glory and the greatness of God reflected
in the night sky. But mostly, he wondered how a God so big could care
about us.
If David only knew the half of it! If David had a true grasp of the size
of the universe, if he had some notion that there are billions of galaxies,
each containing billions of stars, how much more amazed he would be?
If you grabbed a handful of sand, you would pick up around 10,000
grains of sand. That’s a lot of grains of sand. Then think about all the
sand on all the beaches around the world, and all the sand in all the
deserts of our planet. That is one big number! Now think about how there
are more stars in the sky than grains of sand on our planet. In fact, there
are ten times more stars than grains of sand.
When we contemplate the size of our universe, our minds reel. The
God who created all of that, with his mere command, is so big. He is,
indeed, without any limits whatsoever to his greatness and power. He is
the infinite God.

But how can a God so great care for mere humans? How could a God
so big even notice those odd creatures living on one tiny planet in one
medium-sized galaxy?
God, do you really take notice of me? Are you mindful of me? Do you
care about me? The entire Bible shouts, “Yes! A thousand times, yes!” In
fact, David goes on to say:
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly
beings and crowned him with glory and honor. You have
given him dominion over the works of your hands; you
have put all things under his feet. (Ps. 8:5-6)
God has bestowed upon us dignity, majesty, glory, and honor. God has
given us authority over the earth, the animals, the birds, and the fish.
We bear God’s image. We reflect his glory. He has placed eternity in our
hearts. We will live forever.
We mean so much to the infinite God that he sent his own eternal son to
become one of us, so that he could die on a cross and win our salvation.
So great is God’s love for us. So great is God’s love for you.
Stand back and wonder.
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PSALM 63:3

Because your steadfast love is better
than life, my lips will praise you.
DAVID HAD A PROFOUND SENSE of being loved by God. In
fact, this was behind David’s greatness. Because he felt so deeply loved by
God, David was a passionate worshipper. Because he felt so loved by God,
David could trust God with overwhelming problems, such as fighting the
giant Goliath. Because David felt so loved by God, he could believe God’s
grace and forgiveness when he had sinned horribly.
Because David felt so loved by God, he could pen lines such as these:
The Lord is my shepherd,
I shall not want. (Ps. 23:1)
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Even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me. (Ps. 23:4)
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
forever. (Ps. 23:6)

David’s sense of deep love from God was the wellspring of his heart for
God. David felt so loved by his God that he could pray: “Lord, your love
is better than life. Lord, your love is more important to me than life itself.
Lord, if I have to choose between your love and life itself, I choose your
love. I would rather die than not have your love.”
For David, this was not just religious talk. This was not theoretical. David’s
life was in danger. And yet he cries out, “Lord, your love means more to
me than life itself.”
St. Augustine once posed the question: If God came to you and offered
to meet all of your needs, but told you that you would never see his face,
how would you respond? For David, this would have been a no-brainer. To
David, God’s steadfast love was better than all the rest of life.
What about you? Have you tasted the rich, embracing love of God? Have
you encountered the relentless tenderness of Jesus? Has his love overwhelmed you and dazzled you?
Lord, your love is better than life. Therefore, I will praise you.

PSALM 103:7

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great
is his steadfast love toward those who fear him.
GOD IS SAYING TO US: My love for you is so great. It is as high as
the heavens are above the earth. It is higher than you could ever imagine.
There is no limit to my love for you. My love for you is inexhaustible. I
will never stop loving you. Never. In fact, I will never love you one bit less
than I love you right now, no matter how much you mess up, because my
love for you is perfect and unconditional. This is my love for you: as high
as the heavens are above the earth.
There is a movie called The Bear. A young cub loses his mother to hunters
and has little chance of surviving in the wild, but an enormous papa bear
takes the cub under his care and begins to look after the cub, showing the
little bear how to forage for food and survive in the wilderness. One day,
the cub is ready to venture out on his own. He is off on an adventure. But
a mountain lion spots the cub and begins stalking it. The mountain lion
creeps up and attacks the cub. The cub escapes, but the mountain lion is
stronger and faster. When things look the bleakest, when it looks like the
cub is going to be killed, the little cub rears up on its hind legs like it had
seen the papa bear do.
Just at that moment, the mountain lion inexplicably backs up and slinks
away. What happened? A mountain lion is not frightened by a mere bear

cub. The camera lens widens and you see what the cub couldn’t see; the
giant papa bear was twenty yards behind the cub, reared up on its hind
legs, ready to pulverize the mountain lion.
You realize that the papa bear had kept his eye on the cub the entire time.
Yes, he gave the cub space and the freedom to depart, but the papa bear
still cared and kept his eyes on the cub he loved. And when the mountain
lion attacked, papa bear came running.
You are that cub. God is that papa bear. Yes, God will give you space and
the freedom to leave him, but he continues to love you and never takes his
eyes off of you. And when you are desperate, God will rescue you from
the prowling lion that seeks to destroy you.
For your entire life, every single day, God has never, ever taken his eyes
off you.
Time to go home, back to God.
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PSALM 103:8

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love.
DO YOU SEE GOD this way? In your heart of hearts, do you see him
as merciful, gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love? So
many people see God as stern, harsh, demanding, joyless, and hard to
please, like a cosmic Scrooge. But that’s not the God of the Bible. That’s
not the real God who revealed himself in Jesus Christ.
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The real God is merciful. He is bursting with tenderness and affection. He
feels for you when you are hurting. All through the Bible, we see God’s
tender heart for the widow and the orphan. In Matthew 9:36, we read this
of Jesus: “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” That’s
God—full of compassion and mercy for you.
The real God is gracious. He extends grace to the guilty. He forgives all
our sins. In fact, two verses later, in verse 10 of Psalm 103, we read, “He
does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our
iniquities.” And four verses later, in verse 12, we read, “As far as the east
is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.” God
is so gracious to us.

The real God is slow to anger. Because we can be impatient and
quick-tempered, we might feel that God is this way, but it is not so. God
is so patient, so gentle, and so slow to anger. God never loses his temper.
He is easy to live with.
The real God is abounding in love. He is not just a little loving—he
abounds in love. He overflows with the most relentless love and affection.
He is crazy about you. His love knows no bounds. Picture new parents
tenderly gazing at their long-awaited baby, eyes brimming with love and
compassion. That’s God gazing at you.
We have no idea of how tender God’s heart is. But if we did, would we not
love him more? Would we not trust him more? Would we not obey him
more? Would we not enjoy him more? Would we not rest in his love and
care? Would it not transform our whole outlook on life?
A.W. Tozer once said of God, “He meant us to see him and live with him
and draw our life from his smile.” Do you draw your life from God’s smile?

PSALM 103:13

As a father shows compassion to his children,
so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.
GOD IS FATHER. HE IS the perfect father. Loving, kind, wise, gentle, fair, honest, dependable, and strong. He is all that a father should be.
Father is the Christian name for God.
But perhaps your earthly father was not a loving father. Maybe he
was absent, preoccupied, angry, or even abusive. The writer George
MacDonald, who was a big influence on C.S. Lewis, offered wise counsel
in his book Unspoken Sermons:
In my own childhood and boyhood, my father was the refuge from all the
ills of life, even sharp pain itself. Therefore I say to son or daughter who
has no pleasure in the name Father, “You must interpret the word by all
that you have missed in life. All that human tenderness can give or desire
in the nearness and readiness of love, all and infinitely more must be true
of the perfect Father—of the maker of fatherhood.”
To see God as Father means so much. It means you see God as loving
you deeply, tenderly, and fiercely, as committed to your greatest welfare.
It means you see him as strong and powerful. He can take care of you,
rescue you, protect you, and provide for you.

It means you see him as wise. He knows what is best for you. He understands you completely. There is no wiser parent anywhere.
It means you are never confused about who you are. You are a child
of Father, a child of Papa. Much loved. Joyfully adopted. Completely
accepted. Delighted in.
That’s who you are.
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LUKE 15:20

And he arose and came to his father. But while he was
still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion,
and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
I LOVE THIS VERSE. IT comes from my favorite picture of God in
the Bible, the parable of the prodigal son. Jesus is telling us what God is
like.

kisses. He loves you. He is the God who yearns for you, the God who
humbles himself for you, the God who restores you, the God of endless
compassion, the God of amazing grace.”

God longs for you. When the prodigal son was a long way off, his father
saw him. He saw him because he was looking for him, longing for him,
yearning for him. God looks for you, longs for you, and yearns for you.

Forget those other voices in your head. This is the voice of Jesus, speaking
to you: “This is what God is really like. This is his heart for you.”
Believe it. Believe it and begin to live.
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God’s heart is bursting with compassion for you and your hurts. When
the father saw his son, there was no anger, there was no indignation, there
was no rejection. Only love. Welcoming, embracing love. That’s God’s
heart for you when you come home.
The father ran to his son, even though dignified men in that culture never
ran in public. It was beneath their dignity, but his father did not care.
He humbled himself and ran to his son. Jesus is telling you, “God will
humble himself to rescue you. God will humble himself to the point of
taking on manhood and even dying a death on a cross for you.”
When the father reached his son, he embraced him and covered him with
kisses. Jesus is telling you, “You want to know what God is like? He is
the God who will welcome you with open arms and smother you with

JOHN 3:16

For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life.
MARTIN LUTHER CALLED JOHN 3:16 a Bible in itself, the
miniature gospel. In his dying moments, he repeated the words of this
verse three times. It is perhaps the most famous verse in the Bible.
So much truth is packed into one sentence, but we will not begin to understand it if we see the word “God” as simply the subject of a sentence.

hands. What we call infinite space is but a speck on the
horizon of his contemplation: What we call infinite time
is in his sight but as yesterday when it is past… It is this
God, a God of whom to say that he is the Lord of all the
earth is to say so little that it is to say nothing at all, of
whom our text speaks….Now the text [John 3:16] tells
us of this God—of this God, remember—that he loves.

We find in the magazine New Horizons that B.B. Warfield once said:
When we pronounce the word we must see to it that our
minds are flooded with some wondering sense of God’s
infinitude, of his majesty, of his ineff able exaltation, of
his holiness, of his righteousness, of his flaming purity
and stainless perfection. This is the Lord God Almighty
whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, to whom
the earth is less than the small dust on the balance. He
has no need of aught nor can his unsullied blessedness
be in any way affected… by any act of the creature of his

This God, vast, immense, and amazing beyond all comprehension, loves
you. And because he loves you, he gave to you his own Son. He gave the
supreme gift, the outrageous gift, the stunning gift. Jesus, the eternal Son
of the Father, became a mere human so he could die on a cross. For you.
And all you have do is to believe in him, put your trust in him, take him
as your Savior.
See the love of this great God. See the love of this great God in his son
Jesus. See it. Receive it. Thrill to it. Exult in it.
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