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Personnel who are trained and authorized to use portable fire
extinguishers must know how to conduct a risk assessment to determine
whether or not it is safe to fight a fire or if the best course of action is to
evacuate. Before attempting to extinguish any fire, consider these
questions first.

How big is the fire? Only attempt to put out a fire if it is contained to a
small area, is in the early stages of developing, and has not started to
spread quickly, also known as an incipient stage fire.

Is the atmosphere safe? If you can see a lot of smoke, feel hot
temperatures, have limited visibility or know there are hazardous materials
in the area, then do not attempt to stay and fight the fire.

Where is the escape route? If you attempt to fight a fire, an escape route
should be behind you. Do not use a fire extinguisher if your means of
evacuation is not clear or compromised.

Is the correct fire extinguisher available? Make sure the fire extinguisher
you have on hand matches the type of fuel that is burning.

Are you calm and in control? If you feel panicked, overwhelmed or unsure
of the situation, do not attempt to fight the fire.

• Activate the fire alarm system and 
notify emergency services, or
delegate someone to do this.

• Ensure that personnel evacuation has 
started and all other workers are 
safely exiting the area.

• Identify a safe evacuation route.

When the decision has been made to attempt to put out a fire, take these
actions first, before pulling the pin on the fire extinguisher.

➢ Once the fire extinguisher is empty, evacuate immediately if you were
unable to put the fire out.
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Do not attempt to extinguish a workplace fire if…

• you are not trained in portable fire extinguisher use.

• the fire is spreading rapidly beyond the point of origin.

• smoke is quickly filling the room.

• you do not have a safe escape route to your back.

• the fire has flames that are higher than your head.

• adequate fire extinguishing equipment is not 
available.

• you do not know the source of the fire.

• there are flammable solvents or hazardous materials 
in the area.

• the air is unsafe to breathe and there is a need for 
respiratory protection.

• it is too hot to get within 10-15 feet of the fire. 
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