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Fire extinguishers are valuable tools in any organization’s fire prevention
program. Using a fire extinguisher may seem easy, but it is best for every
employee to have some basic knowledge of fire safety including an
understanding of the different types of fires and fire extinguishers, how to
make a decision to attempt to fight a fire or evacuate, and how to use a fire
extinguisher in the event of a fire emergency.

Portable fire extinguishers release an extinguishing agent from the nozzle
when someone compresses the handle. They work when the extinguishing
agent is expelled onto the fire and one or more of these reactions happen:

• the burning fuel is cooled sufficiently to stop the fire

• oxygen sustaining the fire is displaced or removed

• the chemical reaction causing the fire is stopped so the fire cannot
continue to burn

When you have made the decision to attempt to put out a fire with a fire
extinguisher, remember to take these actions in this order.

1) ACTIVATE the fire alarm system and notify emergency services, or
delegate someone to do this.

2) ASSIST anyone nearby to exit the area, preferably by exiting the
building (if indoors), or ensure that the emergency action plan
has started that will ensure safe evacuation of all personnel.

3) ATTEMPT to extinguish the fire.

Only attempt to use a fire extinguisher to
put out a fire if all of these conditions exist:

• the fire is small and contained

• you are safe from toxic smoke

• there is a clear exit path behind you

• no additional hazards put you at risk

➢ Once the fire extinguisher is empty, evacuate immediately if you were
unable to put the fire out.
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A useful way to remember the best method for using a fire extinguisher is
with the acronym PASS, which stands for Pull, Aim, Squeeze and Sweep.

1) Pull the pin in the handle of the fire extinguisher.

2) Aim the hose or nozzle at the base of the fire while making sure you
are a safe distance away.

3) Squeeze the operating lever slowly to
expel the fire extinguishing agent onto
the fire.

4) Sweep the hose or nozzle from side to
side, at the base of the fire, until the
fire is out. Move forward or around the
area where the fire is, if it is safe to do
so, as the fire diminishes. Watch the
area closely after the fire seems to be
out to ensure re-ignition won’t occur.
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