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In the United States, there are 5 major classifications of fire, known as A, B,
C, D and K. Depending on which class of fire ignites will determine how
trained personnel act to extinguish the fire. Remember, different types of
fire extinguishers are designed to fight different classes of fire.

Fire extinguishers are classified by the type of fire they are intended to be
used on. They can have a classification like A, ABC, BC, D or K that easily
explains the type of fire they are designed to fight.

➢ Portable fire extinguishers are labeled with color-coded letters and/or
pictograms that indicate the type of fire they are designed to extinguish.
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The multi-purpose dry chemical fire extinguisher is the
most common type of portable fire extinguisher for work
and home use. Typically rated BC or ABC, dry chemical
fire extinguishers can be used on two or three different
classes of fire, which makes them so convenient.

An air-pressurized water (APW) fire extinguisher can
be used on Class A fires only. In some cases, detergents
are added to the water in an APW extinguisher to
produce a foam when used.

A carbon dioxide (CO2) fire extinguisher can be used on Class B
and C fires. CO2 fire extinguishers work by removing the oxygen
element of the fire triangle and also by removing the heat with
their very cold discharge.

The wet chemical fire extinguisher was developed for use in
commercial cooking operations to safely put out Class K fires.
With a highly effective spray, wet chemical extinguishers help
prevent hot oil from splashing back on the user.
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use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
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presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
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A clean agent fire extinguisher can be rated multi-purpose BC
or ABC to conveniently, and cleanly, fight different types of fires.
Because it does not leave a residue upon evaporation, clean
agent fire extinguishers may be chosen for industrial facilities
that contain sensitive or irreplaceable materials and equipment.

The water mist fire extinguisher may be considered as
an alternative to the clean agent extinguisher for
sensitive or valuable environments and most are rated
for both Class A and Class C fires. Even though they use
water to put out a fire, water mist extinguishers don’t
cause water damage or leave a residue.

A dry powder fire extinguisher is for Class D or combustible
metal fires only. Dry powder fire extinguishers (rated D) should
not be confused with dry chemical fire extinguishers.
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