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Smoke alarms are a key part of a home fire evacuation plan, and they should be 
installed and maintained in every home.

➢ When there is a fire, smoke spreads fast and working smoke alarms give an 
early warning so everyone can get out of the house quickly.

➢ According to the NFPA, about 3 out of every 5 fire deaths happen in homes 
that did not have working smoke alarms.

Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate sleeping area, 
and on every level of the home, including in the basement. Larger homes may 
need extra smoke alarms.

➢ Smoke alarms should be installed on the ceiling or high on a wall.

➢ To reduce false alarms while cooking, keep the nearest smoke alarm to the 
kitchen at least 10 feet away from the stove.

Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your home, you may have only a few minutes 
to get out safely once the smoke alarm sounds. Everyone needs to know what to 
do and where to go if there is a fire.

➢ Make a home escape plan. It helps to actually draw a map of your home 
showing all the doors and windows. Then, practice the plan with everyone in 
your household.

➢ Teach children how to escape on their own in case an adult is not able to get 
to them during an emergency situation.

➢ Every room and area of the home should have two ways out.

➢ Make sure all doors and windows leading outside can open easily and 
ensure everyone in the household is able to open windows, remove screens, 
and unlock doors in the event of a fire.

➢ As part of the emergency escape plan, designate an outside meeting place 
located a safe distance in front of the home.
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The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is a great resource for fire safety education, including home fire safety.
Many of the tips found in this safety topic have been reproduced with permission from NFPA and additional resources can
be found online at nfpa.org.

Additional home fire safety tips:

➢ Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button and replace 
all smoke alarms every 10 years. Working smoke alarms save lives.

➢ Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm 
and knows how to respond.

➢ Have a plan for everyone in your home who has a disability or will need 
assistance during an evacuation.

➢ It is best if your house number can be seen from the street during the day 
and at night. Emergency personnel should be able to quickly find the house.

➢ Consider sleeping with bedroom doors closed. A closed door may slow the 
spread of smoke, heat, and fire and allow occupants more time to react and 
escape during a house fire.

➢ The NFPA recommends installing interconnected smoke alarms. When one 
smoke alarm sounds, they all sound, ensuring everyone in the house hears 
the alarm at the first opportunity.
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