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According to the U.S. Department of the Interior, almost 90% of wildland fires in 
the United States are caused by people.1 Everyone can do their part to prevent 
starting an unintentional wildfire.

➢ High fire danger conditions include high winds, low humidity, drought, and 
elevated temperatures. 

➢ Avoid burning anything outdoors on windy, dry days. Embers from open 
burning and campfires can ignite nearby structures or cause a wildfire.

➢ Always comply with official burn bans.

➢ Never throw out cigarettes into vegetation, potted plants, landscaping, peat 
moss, dried grasses, mulch, or leaves because they can easily catch fire. 

If a wildfire threatens your community, you may be asked to leave the area, 
sometimes with very little warning, so it’s important to be prepared.

➢ Make sure everyone in your household knows and understands what to do if 
you need to quickly evacuate. Know the school, day care, and work 
evacuation plans for all family members.

➢ Confirm that insurance policies and personal documents are up to date. 
Make copies and keep them in a secure password-protected digital space.

➢ Consider purchasing backup charging devices and N95 masks.

➢ Pack emergency supply kits.

➢ Keep the gas tank in all vehicles at least half full.

➢ Make sure pets are included in your evacuation plan.

Protect your home from wildfires as much as possible.

➢ Find an outdoor water source with a hose that can reach any area of the 
property.

➢ Create a fire-resistant zone that is free of leaves, debris, woodpiles, or 
flammable materials for at least 30 feet from the house.

➢ Review insurance coverage to make sure it is adequate in the event of a 
catastrophic loss.
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This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is a great resource for fire safety education, including wildfire prevention
and home protection. Many of the tips found in this safety topic have been reproduced with permission from NFPA and
additional resources can be found online at nfpa.org.

If smoky conditions exist due to wildfires in the distance but you have not been 
ordered to evacuate, stay inside in a safe location or go to a community building 
where smoke levels are lower.

➢ If a wildfire is getting closer to your community, pay close attention to 
emergency alerts and instructions from local authorities.

➢ Limit your exposure to smoke as much as possible.

➢ Charge all cellphones in case of power loss.

➢ Be prepared to leave if an evacuation order is issued.

➢ If you feel unsafe, do not wait for an evacuation order—leave immediately.

➢ Keep in mind that it may take more time than you think to evacuate due to 
heavier traffic and decreased visibility, or if you have small children, pets, or 
physical challenges.

➢ If you are unable to evacuate safely, call 911 and provide your location, but 
be aware that the emergency response could be delayed or impossible. Turn 
on lights to help rescuers find you.

➢ Do not return home after a wildfire until authorities say it is safe to do so.

• 0002212 Shutterstock License for Weeklysafety.com

• 0002837 – 0002841 Shutterstock License for Weeklysafety.com

1 U.S. Fire Administration; usfa.fema.gov/wui/outreach/


