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Watch children and pets carefully while any outdoor fire is burning and 
encourage adults to act safely when near the fire. Never leave any grill or 
outdoor fire unattended, even for a short period of time.

➢ Make a 3-foot “kid-free zone” around any grill,
campfire, or outdoor fire pit that is in use.

Before setting up a campfire, confirm that it is allowed. 
Check with your local fire department or park authorities. 
If campfires are allowed, they need to be at least 25 feet 
away from structures and anything that can burn. 0002780

➢ Clear away dry leaves and sticks, overhanging low branches, and shrubs 
within 10 feet of the campfire.

➢ Avoid burning on windy, dry days. It is easier for a campfire to spread out of 
control when it is windy and dry.

➢ Tend to the campfire at all times. A campfire left alone for only a few 
minutes can grow into a damaging fire.

➢ Keep a campfire small, which is easier to control.

➢ Never use gasoline or other flammable or combustible liquids on a campfire.

➢ Always have a hose, bucket of water, or shovel with dirt or sand nearby to 
put out the fire. Make sure to put it completely out before leaving the site. 
Apply water to all coals or remaining flames. Stir with a stick and pour more 
water. Observe that there is no heat, glow, or flame remaining.

Use caution when cooking food on a grill or over an outdoor fire.

➢ Use commercially available sticks that have prongs and a wooden handle 
when cooking food over a fire. These may be called roasting forks or roasting 
sticks.

➢ If roasting marshmallows, help young children. Never shake a roasting 
marshmallow because it can turn into a flying, flaming ball.

➢ Use long-handled grilling tools for plenty of clearance from heat and flames 
when cooking.

➢ Take care with skewers used to roast food because they can get extremely 
hot and also cause injuries.
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The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is a great resource for fire safety education, including outdoor fire and
cooking safety. Many of the tips found in this safety topic have been reproduced with permission from NFPA and additional
resources can be found online at nfpa.org.

Propane, charcoal, and wood pellet barbecue grills must only be used outdoors. 
Indoor use can kill occupants by causing a fire or carbon monoxide poisoning.

➢ Place the grill well away from siding and deck railings and out from under 
eaves and overhanging branches according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Ensure the grill is a safe distance from lawn games, play areas, 
and foot traffic.

The correct way to turn on a gas grill:

1. Open the lid before turning on the grill
2. Turn on the propane tank
3. Turn on the knobs of the grill burner
4. Push the ignition button (if there is one)

If the grill doesn’t ignite, or the flame on the propane grill goes out, turn the grill 
and the gas off and wait at least 5 minutes before relighting to allow the gas to 
dissipate.

To turn off a gas grill safely, close the propane tank first and then turn off the 
grill burners. This procedure keeps excess gas from leaking out.
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