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From cutting and drilling to sanding and grinding, there are a vast range of cordless power tools
available, with the newer battery-powered tool technology providing even greater safety, comfort and
convenience.

While battery-powered tools are designed to increase productivity on the job site, even cordless power
tools can be dangerous if all safety precautions are not followed carefully.

The operator’s manual provided with every power tool provides the best source of safety guidance for
battery-powered tools. Workers should follow all warning and instructions for each specific power tool,
compatible batteries and related accessories.

Review this safety topic for guidance on
common safety precautions for using any
power tool as well as the unique hazards
associated with battery-powered tools.

OSHA Standard 1910.242(a) Each employer shall
be responsible for the safe condition of tools and
equipment used by employees, including tools
and equipment which may be furnished by
employees.

While battery-powered tools may decrease
the electrical and trip hazards on the job, all
workers should be trained and authorized
before using any cordless power tools.
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Inspect all cordless power tools, accessories and battery packs for damage before each use. During the
inspection, confirm the following:

➢ Always wear eye protection when using any cordless power tool.
Review the operator’s manual prior to use and confirm if the
specific tool you are using requires additional PPE like a hard hat,
hearing protection, non-skid safety shoes or a dust mask.

• Dress properly for the job and do not wear loose clothing or
jewelry when using power tools.

• Keep your hair, clothing and gloves away from moving parts
during power tool operation.

• only manufacturer recommended batteries and accessories 
are being used

• all parts, including guards and accessories, are in place

• no guards, attachments, or accessories are broken, 
damaged or misaligned

• no parts are loose

• all switches are functioning properly

• there is no material on the tool that would cause it to be 
sticky or slippery during use

➢ Remove all damaged power tools, batteries, and accessories from use and tag them “Do Not Use” 
(or similar). 
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➢ Before using any power tool, ensure the work area is
safe, well-lit and uncluttered.

• Do not operate power tools near flammable liquids,
gases or dust. Power tools may create sparks which
can ignite the dust or fumes.

➢ Do not operate any power tool unless you have been
trained to use it safely.

• Never use power tools when you are tired, or under
the influence of drugs, alcohol or medication.

• Stay alert and avoid distractions when using any
power tool.

➢ Ensure the work is stable and secure to allow both hands free to operate the tool.

• Do not hold the work in your hand or against your body. Use clamps or a vice if needed.

• Keep your hands, and tool handles, dry, clean and free from oil and grease.

➢ Be sure that you have balance and control before starting the job. Always keep a firm footing when
using power tools.

➢ Select and use the right power tool for the job. Do not force the tool with excessive pressure,
instead let the power tool do the work.

• If the power tool you are using begins to overheat, turn it off immediately.
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➢ Before inserting a battery pack, be sure the power switch is turned off.

➢ Batteries for cordless power tools might not be interchangeable. Only choose batteries and
chargers from the original power tool manufacturer.

➢ Always transport and store batteries as instructed in the operator’s manual.

• Do not store batteries in a way that will allow them to come in contact with metal like keys, coins,
screws, nails, or other small metal objects, as this can potentially short the battery causing
sparks, fires or burns.

➢ Inspect batteries before use for signs of damage.

• Do not use a battery that has been damaged.

• Never modify, disassemble or tamper with a battery, as
the result can be unpredictable and dangerous.

➢ Do not dispose of batteries by tossing them in the 
garbage, instead take them to a battery recycling center.

• Remove the battery before changing accessories or performing
any adjustments on the power tool.

• Remove the battery when the cordless power tool is not in use.

0001919

0001918



© Weeklysafety.com, LLC 5

TOOL SAFETY || Battery-Powered Tools
Volume 2 Issue 90

➢ Do not leave battery-powered tools in the rain or allow them to be stored where they might get
wet.

➢ Transport and store cordless power tools in their designated cases and ensure the battery has been
disengaged from the tool.

Injuries can occur when workers carry battery-powered tools in their arms,
when the battery has not been removed, in such a way that allows the power
switch to get flipped, causing sudden and unexpected injury. Tools may have
safety mechanisms that aid to prevent these kinds of incidents, but it is
always safer to remove the battery and carry power tools in a safe manner.
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to use this material for workplace safety
and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold.
Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based training. The intent is more to
address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal
Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented
in this training. It is the responsibility of the employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.

PHOTO ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless specified below, all photos are the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC and may not be used in 
any other training materials or resold for any purpose.

For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of FAQs please visit
www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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