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HAZMAT ||  Hazardous Materials

Hazardous materials serve valuable functions in the workplace, like the 
flammable liquids used for cutting and welding or the compressed gas used 
to fuel forklifts. It’s critical that workers know about the hazardous 
materials in their work area.
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Compressed Gases are under high pressure and may contain dangerous 
gases that can affect your health in unsafe conditions. To prevent injury and 
accidents, compressed gas cylinders must be used, stored, and transported 
properly.

➢ Do not smoke, have open flames, or use spark-producing 
equipment around compressed gas containers. 

➢ Inspect regulators, cylinders and cylinder valves of 
compressed gas containers regularly to ensure safe 
operation. 

➢ Gases that may react with each other must be stored 
separately.

➢ Do not vent flammable gases indoors.

➢ When not in use, ensure bottles/cylinders are chained or 
locked in an upright position with caps securely in place. 

There are two primary hazards associated with Flammable Liquids: 
Explosions and Fire. 

➢ Flammable liquids must only be stored in proper, 
approved containers that are labeled correctly.

➢ Flammable liquids should be stored in approved 
cabinets (commonly referred to as a fire cabinet).

➢ Exits, stairways and doors shall not be blocked by 
flammable liquid containers.

➢ In areas where flammable liquids and/or vapors 
may be present, employees must not smoke, light 
matches, perform hot work, or have an open 
flame.
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG), also referred to as propane or butane, is a 
flammable mixture of hydrocarbon gases used as fuel for heating/cooking 
and to power heavy equipment like forklifts. LPG is an odorless liquid that 
evaporates into a gas and is extremely flammable. 

➢ Do not store LPG cylinders near flammable liquid 
containers or oxidizing gases (like Oxygen).

➢ Keep the LPG cylinder valves closed when not in 
use.

➢ Only use LPG if the container is in good condition, 
free from damage and rust. The hoses and 
appliance fittings should also be in good condition.

Every hazardous material that is or may be used in the workplace should 
have its own Safety Data Sheet (SDS) that is easily accessible by all 
employees in a common area, like a Right to Know Center.

(*9)


