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INCIDENTS  ||  Caught-in

OSHA has found that caught-in hazards are one of the top 4 areas of
fatalities. Use lessons learned from tragic incidents caused by caught-in
hazards to keep crews safe.

OSH Act of 1970 General Duty Clause Section 5(a)(1) Each employer shall furnish to
each of his employees employment and a place of employment which are free from
recognized hazards that are causing or are likely to cause death or serious physical
harm…
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A 28-year-old laborer was crushed and killed by a horizontal drum industrial
washing machine. The machine was accidentally turned on by another
worker while he was reaching into the machine to retrieve clothing. The
cause of death according to the death certificate was traumatic asphyxia
and blunt trauma of torso.

A 52-year-old millwright (the victim) was fatally injured when he was
pinned between the feed rolls of a debarker as he was welding additional
metal to the teeth on the feed rolls. The victim had locked out two electrical
disconnects in the debarking room before beginning his work, but he had
not locked out all electrical disconnects and had not shut off and locked out
the air line to the machine. As the victim welded, he leaned forward and
placed his head between the upper and lower feed rolls to reach areas that
required more metal. The air pressure on the rolls automatically cycled and
the feed rolls closed over the victim’s head.
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This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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IMPORTANT SAFETY PRECAUTIONS TO AVOID CAUGHT-IN HAZARDS:

• (*4) Photo Credit – NIOSH; California FACE Report #11CA007. https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/face/pdfs/11ca007.pdf

• Avoid placing yourself in areas where materials could fall or tip over.

• Never crawl or enter potentially unstable areas.

• Always inspect all machinery and equipment prior to operation.

• Equipment operators must ensure that warning alarms and horns are
working properly every day.

• Never attempt to operate equipment you have not been trained and
authorized to use.

• Be visible to equipment, trucks, and traffic by wearing all required
safety vests and PPE.

• Maintain safe distances from potential hazards.

• Ensure that safety devices such as jacks, lifting devices, and similar
equipment is rated for the required loads.

• Never disconnect safety switches or devices.

• Training in proper lockout and tagout procedures is needed before
performing repair, service or maintenance activities on equipment.


