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INCIDENTS  ||  Eye Injury

According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) each day about 2000
U.S. workers have a job-related eye injury that requires medical treatment
and the majority of these injuries result from small particles or objects
striking or abrading the eye. Chemical and thermal burns are also common.

OSHA Standard 1910.133(a)(1) The employer shall ensure that each affected
employee uses appropriate eye or face protection when exposed to eye or face
hazards from flying particles, molten metal, liquid chemicals, acids or caustic liquids,
chemical gases or vapors, or potentially injurious light radiation.
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Penetrating eye injury caused by a shard of metal. (*1)Worker wearing safety glasses while cleaning 
electronics at a recycling facility. (*5)

Remember to wear proper safety glasses, goggles, or face shields designed 
for impact, heat resistant, or chemical hazards! Never risk your safety or 
that of your co-workers when:

• Performing activities with intense heat and fire

• Moving equipment or materials that have the potential for flying objects

• Working near conveyor belts that are moving materials

• Using grinders 

• Working in silos or bins 

• Using mechanical cutting tools

• Working with chemicals

• Handling bloodborne pathogens

• Working in dusty conditions

• Using power tools

• Near laser radiation
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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Unless specified below, all photos are the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC and may not 
be used in any other training materials or resold for any purpose.

For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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AVOID THE RISK OF EYE INJURY:

• (*1) Photo Credit – Wikimedia; Penetrating Eye Injury. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Penetrating_eye_injury.jpg

• (*5) Photo Credit – Dean Jarvey; Shove It. https://www.flickr.com/photos/28009451@N03/4447260400/

• (*6) Photo Credit – TechShop; techshop_cnc_plasma_cutter. https://www.flickr.com/photos/techshop/2833758116/

Creative Commons License: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/

• Never risk your safety or that of your co-workers; when hammering,
using chisels, or similar activities where proper safety glasses or goggles
designed for impact hazards!

• Always wear safety goggles or other safety eyewear when using sprayers
or handling any chemicals or materials.

• Using cutting or grinding tools such as chops saws, concrete saws, bench
saws, and hand held grinders can be extremely dangerous to your eyes.

• If you get dust or particles in your eyes
NEVER RUB them, it will make the injury
worse and can cause permanent damage.

• If you get anything in your eyes,
especially chemicals, use an clean water
to flush your eyes clear of the material
and immediately seek medical attention.
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