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Struck-by hazards can be especially dangerous for workers because of the wide 
variety of risks that can be different for every job site. The most common struck-
by hazards that workers need to be aware of include:

• Swinging or Falling Crane or Lifted Loads

• Rolling, Moving, or Sliding Materials

• Vehicles or Heavy Equipment

• Falling or Swinging Objects

• Flying Objects and Debris
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Workers should be wearing appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) at 
the work site when struck-by hazards exist which may include hard hats, safety 
glasses, face protection, protective footwear, and high-visibility safety vests.

NIOSH FACE Report 2013-01

A scrap yard worker was a torcher whose duties were to cut up metal using a
torch. After directing a truck to the loading area, the torcher paused in front of
the right side of a parked material handler. The material handler operator didn’t
see the worker and put the equipment in forward gear.

The worker didn’t know the heavy equipment was going to be moving forward,
was hit by the material handler, knocked to the ground, and died from his injuries.

STRUCK-BY HYDRAULIC MATERIAL HANDLER

➢ Work area procedures should ensure that workers on foot remain clear of 
moving heavy equipment.

➢ All workers should be trained on the visual limitations of the heavy 
equipment used on site including blind areas, swing radius, stopping 
capabilities, and safe ground worker positioning.

Washington Case Report 18WA054

A forklift operator unloaded clothing bales from a delivery truck, moved them to a
storage area and stacked them against a wall next to a door used by employees.
A manager was walking toward the door after returning from a break when the
forklift operator noticed that the bales began to look unstable, and he called out a
warning.

As the manager turned, four bales, each weighing over 500 pounds, fell from the
top of the stack and knocked her to the ground. She died shortly after.

STRUCK-BY FALLING CLOTHING BALES

0002835



© Weeklysafety.com, LLC

COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.

PHOTO ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless specified below, all photos are the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC and may not 
be used in any other training materials or resold for any purpose.

For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.

INCIDENTS  ||  Struck-by

2

Volume 2 Issue 145

• 0002835 – 0002836 Shutterstock License for Weeklysafety.com

INCIDENT REPORTS

• NIOSH FACE Report 2013-01; cdc.gov/niosh/face/In-house/full201301.html
• Washington Case Report 18WA054; cdc.gov/niosh/face/stateface/wa/18wa054.html
• Kentucky FACE Report 15KY011; cdc.gov/niosh/face/stateface/ky/15ky011.html

➢ Ensure that bales, or any other materials, stored in stacks or tiers are 
secured to prevent them from falling, sliding, or collapsing by stacking, 
racking, blocking, interlocking, or otherwise securing them.

➢ Safety signs must be posted in areas that have falling object hazards, and 
foot traffic should be limited in these areas.

Kentucky FACE Report 15KY011

A maintenance technician was working from an elevated platform, attempting to
clear a jam and change a switch, with his back to an active overhead crane
system. The crane struck his right hand which was resting on top of the I-beam,
and the impact caused him to fall 10-feet and land on the conveyor system below.

Another worker on the floor saw him fall and alerted medical services. The
technician died from his injuries while in transit to the hospital.

STRUCK-BY MOVING CRANE

➢ Implement lockout/tagout procedures to disable machinery when 
maintenance is required.

➢ Workers 4-feet or higher above a lower level must have fall protection.


