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Review the details of these tree care work incidents 
along with the recommendations and safety guidance 
to understand why these fatalities were preventable.

There are many serious hazards in tree care work, and it can be dangerous. Tree care operations, such 
as tree trimming and removal, can expose workers to hazards such as:

• Falls  ladders, trees, aerial lifts

• Lacerations  tree branches, tools

• Electrocutions  overhead power lines

• Struck-by Hazards  tree limbs, traffic

• Asphyxiation  palm tree fronds

• Caught-in Hazards  chippers

All tree care workers should be wearing 
proper clothing, footwear, and personal 
protective equipment (PPE), which may 
include:

• safety glasses with side protection, 
goggles, and/or face shields

• ear plugs or earmuffs

• hard hats and work gloves

• steel-toed boots

• pants, long-sleeve shirts

• safety vest or jacket
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FALL FROM BOOM LIFT
A tree removal service team decided to bring cut branches into the basket of the boom lift they 
were using, instead of letting them fall, to prevent them from damaging a garage and shed 
located under the large trees. Fall protection was provided but it was not utilized.

To get the branches into the basket, the boom lift operator opened the side access gate of the 
basket. As he leaned forward through the gate, he fell from the basket to the roof of the shed 12 
feet below. It was evident the worker was badly injured and emergency services were called 
immediately. He was airlifted to a local hospital but died two days later.

➢ Workers must be trained on how to safely operate boom lifts.

➢ Personal fall protection is required when workers are exposed to fall 
hazards while working in boom lifts.

➢ Inspect the lift and worksite before each use.

➢ Conduct a job hazard analysis (JHA) before starting a new tree care job 
to identify the hazards associated with each step and how they will be 
controlled.

➢ Tie off to an approved anchor point and stand firmly on the bucket’s 
floor. Do not overreach beyond the edge of the bucket.

OSHA Standard 1910.67(c)(2)(v) A personal fall arrest or travel restraint system that
meets the requirements in subpart I of this part shall be worn and attached to the
boom or basket when working from an aerial lift.

Washington Case Report 21WA5248
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STRUCK-BY FALLING TREE LIMB
While using a pole saw to clear a tree that was lying on a telephone line an experienced tree 
trimmer noticed that the saw became stuck in the wood. After pulling on the saw to attempt to 
dislodge it his hardhat fell off and he did not put it back on. Using a different chain saw, he cut 
another portion of the tree which caused a large 9-foot section (10-12 inches in diameter) to drop 
and strike him in the face and head.

Emergency services were called immediately, and he was airlifted to a trauma center, but died from 
his injuries the next day.

Kentucky Case Report 13KY038

OSHA Standard 1910.135(a)(1) The employer shall ensure that each affected employee wears a protective helmet
when working in areas where there is a potential for injury to the head from falling objects.

➢ Use the right tool for the job. A larger high-powered 
chain saw was a better choice for this project.

➢ A tree should never be cut above your head or 
shoulders with a chain saw.

➢ A bucket truck can be used to get above larger trees 
for a safer tree trimming project.

➢ Consider choosing a hard hat with a chin strap when 
doing activities that may cause the helmet to fall off 
while working.
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ELECTROCUTED BY OVERHEAD POWER LINE
A landscaper was using a pole saw to trim tree branches while standing on a portable work 
platform. While working, the pole saw came in contact with an energized overhead power line and 
he was electrocuted and then his clothes ignited.

Emergency services were called immediately. Co-workers used the work truck to push the work 
platform away from the overhead power lines and after help arrived the work platform was lowered 
so the worker could be rescued. The landscaper was transported to a trauma center where he died 
of his injuries later that day.

Massachusetts Case Report 13MA019

➢ Inspect the job site before every project.

➢ Elevated work platforms must stay at least 10 feet away from 
overhead power lines.

➢ Assume all overhead power lines are energized. 

➢ Any tree maintenance, including trimming, to take place within 10 
feet of an energized power line must only be performed by a “line-
clearance tree trimmer”.

➢ Other workers performing tree work must stay at least 10 feet 
away from energized power lines at all times.

OSHA Standard 1910.333(c)(3)(iii)(A) Any vehicle or mechanical equipment
capable of having parts of its structure elevated near energized overhead lines
shall be operated so that a clearance of 10 ft. is maintained.
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SUFFOCATED BY PALM FRONDS
A tree trimmer climbed a palm tree and got underneath the dead palm fronds to pull them off the 
tree. Not long after starting this work he called for help indicating that he was stuck underneath 
the fronds and couldn’t move.

Emergency services were called immediately but they were unable to reach him so additional 
rescue support was called. Thermal imaging was used to locate the worker and an aerial ladder 
truck was used to reach him. When he was rescued, he was unresponsive and pronounced dead 
shortly thereafter. Asphyxia was the cause of death.

California Case Report 12CA006

When a palm tree trimmer cuts or pulls on dead fronds, adjacent fronds or 
an entire ring of fronds may collapse and encase the worker. The weight of 
the fronds puts pressure on the worker’s chest and can lead to suffocation.

➢ Only workers certified by organizations such as the Tree Care Industry 
Association (TCIA) or the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) 
should perform or supervise palm tree trimming.

➢ Proper work procedures and correct equipment should be used. Fronds 
should be removed by workers using a bucket truck or aerial device 
equipped with fall protection.

➢ When use of a bucket truck or aerial device is not practical because of 
the tree location, trained and experienced tree care workers can use a 
safer climbing procedure that suspends the tree trimmer from the top 
of a palm tree.
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This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to use this material for workplace safety
and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold.
Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based training. The intent is more to
address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal
Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented
in this training. It is the responsibility of the employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.

PHOTO ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless specified below, all photos are the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC and may not be used in 
any other training materials or resold for any purpose.

For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of FAQs please visit
www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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INCIDENT REPORTS

• Washington Case Report 21WA5248; cdc.gov/niosh/face/stateface/wa/21WA5248.html

• Kentucky Case Report 13KY038; cdc.gov/niosh/face/stateface/ky/13ky038.html

• Massachusetts Case Report 13MA019; https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/face/stateface/ma/13MA019.html

• California Case Report 12CA006; cdc.gov/niosh/face/stateface/ca/12CA006.html

• Images shown along with the incident summary are directly from the incident report referenced.
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