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This safety topic provides tree care crews with safety tips 
and reminders covering PPE, traffic control, overhead 
power lines, aerial lifts, drop zones, and chippers.

There are many serious hazards in tree care work, and it can be dangerous. Tree care operations, such 
as tree trimming and removal, can expose workers to hazards such as:

• Falls  ladders, trees, aerial lifts

• Lacerations  tree branches, tools

• Electrocutions  overhead power lines

• Struck-by Hazards  tree limbs, traffic

All tree care workers should be wearing 
appropriate clothing, footwear, and personal 
protective equipment (PPE), which may include:

• safety glasses with side protection, 
goggles, and/or face shields

• ear plugs or earmuffs

• hard hats

• work gloves

• steel-toed boots

• pants, long-sleeve work shirts

• safety vest or jacket
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Vehicle and pedestrian traffic control safety measures are 
essential to tree care operations. Workers can be struck by 
moving vehicles and the traffic zone could interfere with 
pedestrian traffic. 

➢ Provide vehicle and pedestrian traffic control around the 
jobsite before the tree care operation begins.

➢ Use cones, barricades, and flaggers to guide vehicles and 
pedestrian traffic through or around the traffic zone.

➢ Wear high visibility vests.

➢ If operations interfere with traffic, use certified flaggers 
to manage traffic.

➢ Provide pedestrians a safe route away from activity area.

Workers can be electrocuted when a tree limb, branch, or aerial lift touches or comes into contact with
a live electrical power line. 

➢ Assume all overhead power lines are energized. Stay at least 10 feet away, unless specifically 
qualified.

➢ Do not trim trees in dangerous weather conditions.

➢ Do not use corded electric power tools in trees near energized power lines.

➢ Never use ladders made of metal or other conductive materials near overhead power lines. Only 
use wooden ladders or those made of synthetic material.
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The major causes of injuries and fatalities involving aerial lifts are falls, electrocutions, and equipment 
collapses or tip-overs. Safety reminders to review before operating an aerial lift include:

➢ Only trained and qualified workers can operate 
aerial lifts.

➢ Inspect the lift and worksite before each use.

➢ Set outriggers on pads or on a level, solid surface 
and set the brakes when outriggers are used.

➢ Watch out for overhead power lines or other 
obstructions.

➢ Use wheel chocks on sloped surfaces.

➢ Use a body harness or a restraining belt with a 
lanyard attached to the bucket.

➢ Wear eye protection and a hard hat. Do not wear 
climbing spurs inside the bucket.

➢ Tie off to an approved anchor point and stand 
firmly on the bucket’s floor. Do not overreach 
beyond the edge of the bucket.

OSHA Standard 1910.67(c)(2)(i) Lift controls shall be tested each day prior to use to determine that such controls are
in safe working condition.
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Workers can be struck by falling trees, tree limbs, and hand tools. These falling objects have enough 
force to cause serious or even fatal injuries to workers.

➢ Use cones or caution barrier tape to establish, mark, 
and manage the drop zone.

➢ Ensure all workers at the job site understand the drop 
zone entry and exit procedures.

➢ Wear a hard hat and eye protection.

➢ Allow only qualified workers near the drop zone.

➢ Establish and maintain visual or audible communication 
between overhead and ground workers.

➢ Use verbal command and response exchanges, such as 
the command “stand clear” from the worker aloft and 
the response “all clear” from persons below, before 
cutting and dropping limbs.

➢ OSHA recommends that a worker trained in emergency procedures should be within visual or voice 
communication with anyone climbing and working in a tree above 12 feet in height.

OSHA Standard 1910.135(a)(1) The employer shall ensure that each affected employee wears a protective helmet
when working in areas where there is a potential for injury to the head from falling objects.
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Chippers can be dangerous when workers manually push material or lean too far into the chipper 
hopper. Workers can be injured by material thrown from the machine. Chippers also produce 
hazardous noise levels.

To ensure all tree care workers stay safe during chipper operation, follow these safety precautions:

➢ Only trained and authorized workers should be operating the chipper.

➢ Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions for chipper operation.

➢ Make sure that safety guards, controls, and emergency shut-off devices are working properly.

➢ Stand to the side when feeding materials.

➢ Wear safety glasses, a hard hat, and hearing 
protection.

➢ Wear close-fitting clothing, gloves without 
cuffs, and skid-resistant shoes.

➢ Stow all ropes and lines away from the 
chipper.

➢ Feed the cut end in first and use larger 
pieces to feed in small branches.

➢ Never reach into the chipper’s in-feed chute 
to un-jam materials while it is operating.

➢ Only feed wood material into the machine, 
never rocks or metal. 
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This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to use this material for workplace safety
and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold.
Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based training. The intent is more to
address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal
Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented
in this training. It is the responsibility of the employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of FAQs please visit
www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.

6

SITE SAFETY || Tree Care
Volume 2 Issue 143

• 0002823 – 0002827 Shutterstock License for Weeklysafety.com


