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There are many serious hazards in tree care work, and it can be dangerous. Tree 
care operations, such as tree trimming and removal, can expose workers to 
hazards such as:

• Falls  ladders, trees, aerial lifts

• Lacerations  tree branches, tools

• Electrocutions  overhead powerlines

• Struck-by Hazards  tree limbs, traffic

➢ All tree care workers should be wearing 
appropriate clothing, footwear, and 
personal protective equipment (PPE).

Provide vehicle and pedestrian traffic control around the jobsite before the tree 
care operation begins.

➢ Use cones, barricades, and flaggers to guide vehicles and pedestrian traffic 
through or around the traffic zone.

➢ Wear high visibility vests.

➢ If operations interfere with traffic, use certified flaggers to manage traffic.

➢ Provide pedestrians a safe route away from activity area.

Workers can be electrocuted when a tree limb, branch, or aerial lift touches or 
comes into contact with a live electrical power line. 

➢ Assume all overhead power lines are energized. Stay at least 10 feet away, 
unless specifically qualified.

➢ Do not trim trees in dangerous weather conditions.

➢ Do not use corded electric power tools in trees near energized power lines.

➢ Never use ladders made of metal or other conductive materials near 
overhead power lines. Only use wooden ladders or those made of synthetic 
material.

The major causes of injuries and fatalities involving aerial lifts are falls, 
electrocutions, and equipment collapses or tip-overs.

➢ Only trained and qualified workers can operate aerial lifts.
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Use cones or caution barrier tape to establish, mark, and manage the drop zone.

➢ Ensure all workers at the job site understand the drop zone entry and exit 
procedures.

➢ Wear a hard hat and eye protection.

➢ Establish and maintain visual or audible communication between overhead 
and ground workers.

➢ Use verbal command and response exchanges, such as the command “stand 
clear” from the worker aloft and the response “all clear” from persons 
below, before cutting and dropping limbs.

Chippers can be dangerous when workers manually push material or lean too far 
into the chipper hopper. Workers can be injured by material thrown from the 
machine. Chippers also produce hazardous noise levels.

➢ Wear safety glasses, a hard hat, and hearing protection.

➢ Stand to the side when feeding materials.

➢ Feed the cut end in first and use larger pieces to feed in small branches.


