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If all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) are provided for 
workers to use on the job, they should be safe, 
and training should be provided.

The majority of ATV incidents result from:

• Loss of control of the vehicle

• ATV rollovers

• Operators being thrown from the vehicle

• ATVs colliding with a tree or other obstacles

• Operators not wearing a helmet or other 
protective equipment

• Inexperienced operators

Personal protective equipment (PPE) and clothing can reduce the severity of 
ATV-related incidents.

➢ Wear helmets or other adequate head protection. Bicycle helmets do not 
provide sufficient face and head protection and absorb little energy.

➢ Wear protective clothing, including gloves, non-skid shoes, goggles, or face 
shields, long pants, and long sleeves.

➢ Secure loose bootlaces that can become entangled in a spinning ATV axle.

➢ Never wear loose clothing that could get caught in passing brush, pulling the 
operator off the seat.

➢ The safety check should include an inspection of the tires and wheels, 
controls and cables, lights and electrical systems, oil and fuel, and the chain 
and/or driveshaft.

In situations where workers may be working alone while operating an ATV it is 
best to have a check-in process that happens throughout the day.

The safest ATVs have motorcycle-type handlebars for 
steering control, large, low-pressure tires, a single worker 
design, and a seat that can be straddled by the worker.

ATV operators should be performing pre- and post-ride 
safety checks to ensure that the ATV is operating properly.
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➢ ATV operators should have access to and be familiar with the ATV owner’s 
manual for the specific vehicle they are operating.

➢ Untrained workers should not be allowed to drive any ATV. Workers must 
not operate an ATV when feeling tired, fatigued, or if they are impaired in 
any way.

➢ Guards must be in place to prevent accidental contact with hot or moving 
ATV parts.

➢ Place the gear in neutral or park, with the parking brake locked before 
starting the vehicle.

➢ Never operate an ATV at excessive speeds. Do not attempt wheelies, jumps, 
or hazardous stunts.

➢ Maintain a speed that is proper for the terrain, visibility conditions, and the 
operator’s experience level. Be aware when approaching hills, turns, and 
other obstacles. 

➢ Stay alert near marked and unmarked terrain hazards, such as holes, stumps, 
ruts, culverts, wires, fences, and large rocks.


