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Snow removal operations are often performed under extreme weather 
conditions when it is very cold and there may be high winds and icy 
surfaces.

➢ Snow removal can be strenuous, particularly because cold weather can 
be taxing on the body, and can create the potential for exhaustion, 
dehydration, back injuries, or heart attacks, and can increase the risk of 
falls. 

Falls cause the most worker fatalities and injuries 
during rooftop ice and snow removal.

➢ Workers can fall off roof edges, through skylights, 
and from ladders and aerial lifts. A dangerous roof 
collapse is also possible during snow removal.

➢ Fall protection equipment must be used if 
workers are removing snow in areas that are not 
adequately guarded.

Before snow removal operations begin:

• Plan ahead for safe snow removal and check the
worksite for dangers, including fall and electrical hazards.

• Inspect all equipment before use.

• Consider using snow removal methods that do not require workers to 
step onto the roof or limit the number of workers that have to be on 
the roof.

• Confirm that the workers’ weight and any equipment used can be 
supported by the roof or structure without causing a collapse.

• Ensure all workers are trained to safely use the snow removal 
equipment, ladders, aerial lifts, fall protection, and protective gear.

Protect people on the ground during snow removal.

➢ Mark a safe work zone and keep people back at least 10 feet from
the point where snow is expected to be blown or fall.

➢ When using snow rakes, remove small amounts of snow at a time.
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To prevent falls from ladders used for accessing roofs:

• Workers should not use a snow rake or shovel while on a ladder 
because this greatly increases the risk of losing one’s balance and 
falling.

• Check the ladder rungs for ice. A slippery step can cause a fatal fall.

• Clean snow from shoes or boots before mounting the ladder.

• Ensure the ladder has level and secure footing.

• Do not carry heavy or bulky loads up a ladder. Instead climb up the 
ladder first, and then pull the equipment up to the working level with 
a rope or other appropriate hoisting method.

To prevent unbalanced loading during snow removal, workers should:

• Remove snow uniformly across the roof.

• Avoid making snow piles on the roof.


