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Conveyors eliminate or reduce manual material handling tasks, but they 
can introduce caught-in, crushed-by, struck-by, and amputation hazards 
associated with mechanical motion.

➢ Many conveyors have different and unique features and uses, so that 
hazards vary due to the materials being handled, the location of the 
conveyor, and the proximity of the conveyer to workers.

Where necessary for the protection of workers, 
conveyors need to have mechanical guards that 
protect the employee from nip points, shear 
points, and other moving parts, including power-
transmission apparatus.

➢ Guards may include barriers, enclosures, 
grating, fences, or other obstructions that 
prevent inadvertent physical contact with 
operating machine components, such as point 
of operation areas, belts, gears, sprockets, 
chains, and other moving parts.

➢ Do not remove, bypass, or alter the conveyor 
guards or safety barriers. The conveyor should 
only be in operation when all guards and safety 
devices are in place and working properly.

Conveyors should have emergency stop devices installed where employees 
work when they cannot otherwise control the movement of the conveyor. 
This recognized safety feature provides workers with the means to shut off 
the equipment in the event of a hazardous situation or emergency 
incident. 

➢ Clearly marked, unobstructed emergency stop buttons, or pull cords, 
for the conveyors should be installed within easy reach of employees.

➢ Employees working near conveyors should not wear loose clothing or 
jewelry that can get snagged or caught, and long hair should be tied 
back, tucked under a net or a cap, or otherwise secured.
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Servicing and maintenance of conveyor systems should only be performed 
by trained and authorized personnel following proper lockout/tagout 
procedures.

➢ Conveyors shall be locked out or otherwise rendered inoperable and 
tagged out with a "Do Not Operate" tag during maintenance or repairs 
when operation is hazardous to employees performing service work.

➢ Only trained and authorized personnel should clear material jams and 
remove trash or other debris when lockout/tagout procedures are in 
effect.

 Do not use any conveyor which is unsafe until it is made safe.

 Personnel must never climb, step, sit, or stand on conveyors.

 No one should be near the conveyor equipment as it is starting up.

 Never modify or misuse the conveyor controls.

 Report all unsafe conditions.


