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There are a wide variety of anchorage connectors available on the market today
and anchor points will vary by industry, company preference, job site,
installation type and structure. Examples of anchor points include:

• Permanent anchor points manufactured specifically for fall protection

• Steel members or l-beams, if an acceptable strap is available for the
connection (do not use a lanyard with a snaphook clipped to itself)

• Large eye-bolts made of an appropriate grade steel

• Beam clamps

• Guardrails or railings if they have been designed for use as 
an anchor point

• Masonry or wood members, if the attachment point is 
substantial and precautions have been taken to assure 
that bolts or other connectors will not pull through

• Other properly planned anchorages designed by a 
professional engineer or qualified person

Anchor points can be permanently installed, for areas that are accessed often,
or may need to be accessed safely in the future OR portable, for locations that
may be a one-time job and require a temporary anchor point.

➢ Reusable anchor points are used where workers need regular access to the
same location to perform inspections, maintenance, or other tasks. They can
be left in place while needed, then removed and reused in another location.

➢ Permanent anchors provide a convenient tie-off point when roof access or
maintenance is required on a regular basis.

➢ Single-use anchors are an option for tasks where workers do not require
access to the location on a regular basis or when anchors are needed for
multiple workers. Single-use anchors are removed and destroyed after one
use.

➢ Freestanding anchors are used near edges or in open spaces when there is
no location available to insert an anchorage connector and overhead anchor
options are not available.

➢ Before use, a qualified person should evaluate the anchor points with a
focus on proper strength and anchor points should always be inspected (and
replaced if needed) after being exposed to a fall.
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There are many types of anchorage connectors available, each designed to offer
a combination of features that fit a particular job. Grainger.com provides the
following examples1:

• Concrete anchors install on concrete floors and walls.

• Steel and beam anchors are clamped, welded or bolted to structural steel 
(such as an I-beam, H-beam, or pipe) to serve as a tie-off point for a fall 
arrest device.

• Roof anchors install on wood, steel, concrete, or raised seam roofs to keep 
workers safe near edges and on slopes.

• Vacuum anchors are used when surfaces cannot be penetrated to install an 
anchor, such as when working on aircraft.

• Door and window jamb anchors don't require permanent connections that 
can damage finished walls and door frames.

• Strap and cable anchors have a loop or ring around each end to wrap around 
structural components when the component is exposed on all sides.

• Freestanding anchors are placed near edges or in open rail yards where 
overhead anchor points are not possible.
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FOOTNOTES
1 Grainger Products: Anchorage Connectors; grainger.com/category/safety/fall-protection/anchorage-connectors


