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This safety topic does not cover all state and federal regulations, so be sure to consult DOT and FMCSA requirements that apply to 
your specific trailer towing activities.

➢ Always confirm that the equipment used to connect the trailer to the
tow vehicle is properly fitted, secured, and adjusted. The hitch, tow
vehicle and ball must have a rated towing capacity equal to or greater
than the weight of the trailer and the cargo combined.

All cargo on the trailer, large and small, must be secured well enough so
there is no risk of movement when the trailer is in motion.

➢ Inspect all tie-downs for wear and damage. If any restraints are frayed,
defective or damaged, do not use them.

➢ Do not use bungee cords or tarp
straps as the primary method of securing the load.

➢ Tie-downs and securing devices must not contain knots. Each tie-down
must be secured in a manner that prevents it from becoming loose,
unfastened, opened, or releasing while the vehicle is in transit.

➢ Edge protection must be used whenever a tie-down would be subject
to abrasion or cutting at the point of contact with the cargo.

➢ Consider each individual item on the trailer and make sure everything is
secured in such a way so that nothing will leak, spill, blow off, tear
apart, tip over or fall from the trailer.

➢ After loading, confirm that the cargo does not cover the license plate,
lights or reflectors and it does not obstruct the driver’s view in any way.

➢ Cargo straps can loosen during travel with the vibrations of the road, so
early in the trip and regularly throughout the drive, pull over safely and
check that everything continues to remain fully secured on the trailer.

➢ Never overload in such a way that exceeds the weight capacity of the
trailer. Load the trailer in a way that distributes the weight evenly and
ensures that the cargo is equally balanced on each side.

Trailers loaded incorrectly can start 
swaying dangerously at high speeds 
and can easily jackknife if the driver 
makes a sudden stop.
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Once the trailer is loaded and the cargo is secured, take some time to
consider safety precautions of driving with a trailer before hitting the road.

➢ Make wider turns at curves and corners because the trailer wheels will
end up closer to the inside of a turn than you are used to normally and
are more likely to hit or ride up over curbs.

➢ Stay well behind the vehicle in front of you and begin braking sooner
than you normally would if you weren’t towing a trailer. Allow plenty of
room when changing lanes and passing other vehicles.

➢ Stay in the right lane on the highway to make it easier to pull over to
the shoulder if ever you need extra stopping room or happen to have a
tire blowout.

➢ Take every precaution to avoid slamming on the brakes and making
abrupt turns because sudden movements can shift the trailer cargo.

➢ If the trailer begins to sway while driving, ease off the accelerator to
reduce your speed but do not apply the brakes, as this can make the
sway become worse.


