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HAZMAT  ||  Lead Safety

In addition to the physical hazards that can be found in construction, there 
are many health hazards that workers should be aware of for their own 
protection.  Lead poses a possible hazard that workers need to be aware of 
and recognize.
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OSHA Standard 1926.62 covers all construction work where an employee may be
exposed to lead… Construction work is defined as work for construction, alteration
and/or repair, including painting and decorating. The standard also covers
demolition or salvage, installation of products containing lead, contamination or
emergency cleanup, transportation, disposal, storage, or containment of lead and
maintenance operations.

Why is lead so dangerous? According to OSHA, lead harms the brain, 
nervous system, blood, and kidneys. Low levels of lead in the blood may 
cause learning and behavioral problems in children under age six. And 
some harmful effects of lead are permanent.

Workers may not know they are contaminated because symptoms of these 
health hazards may take time to develop following exposure to the lead 
containing material. In addition, workers that come in contact with

Lead can be found in many areas and tasks:

• Metal scrap cutting and recycling

• Battery manufacturing

• Building renovation

• Painting

• Bridge work

• Demolition

• Metal production

• Ceramic work

• Soldering

• Plumbing
Lead pipes (*5) Leaded fuels (*6)

Painter wearing protective 
clothing and respirator. (*10)

lead during demolition, paint removal, or 
even welding or grinding operations could 
accidentally take lead home on their clothes 
and expose their families. 
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prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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• Proper protective equipment must 
be worn at all times.

• Recognize and follow warning signs 
or barricaded areas.

• Never enter a contaminated area 
without the proper training and 
equipment.

• Only workers who are specially 
trained and equipped can work with 
or perform removal or demolition 
work with lead containing materials.

• Never leave a contaminated area 
without following the correct safety 
procedures including clothing 
removal, washing, and tool clean-up. Lead contamination found at this 

residential home. (*2)


