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OSHA Standard 1926.301(a) Employers shall not issue or permit the use
of unsafe hand tools.

Hand tools are tools that are powered manually and can include anything from axes and hammers to
pliers and screwdrivers.

Workers should always be wearing appropriate personal protective
equipment (PPE) when using hand tools, which might include safety
glasses with side shields or goggles and gloves that provide adequate
hand protection.

➢ If gloves are worn be sure that the hand tools being used can still
be gripped easily without risk of slipping.

➢ The greatest hazards posed by hand tools result from misuse
and improper maintenance.

➢ Workers should be trained in the proper use and handling of
tools and equipment, and this includes hand tools.

This safety topic provides guidance on how to select the best hand tool
for the task and general safety reminders for all workers who use hand
tools on the job.
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It’s important to select the correct hand tool for the job.

Choose a tool that:

• is designed for the task.

• fits your hand size.

• keeps your wrist straight.

• fits in the workspace available.

• can be used in a comfortable work position.

• requires a minimum of force to use.

• has a handle that extends beyond your palm.

➢ For tasks requiring high force, choose a tool with a handle length longer than the widest part of
your hand – usually 4 to 6 inches.

• If the handle is too short, the end of the tool will press against the palm of your hand and may
cause injury.

➢ Select a tool that has a non-slip surface for a better grip. Adding a sleeve to the tool improves the
surface texture of the handle.

• To prevent tool slippage within the sleeve, make sure that the sleeve fits snugly during use.
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Tools are designed for specific purposes. Using a tool for something other than its intended purpose
often damages the tool and could cause damage, pain, or injury.

➢ Reduce your chances of being injured by selecting a tool that fits the job 
you will be doing.

• Do not use a tool with a wooden handle that is cracked, loose or 
splintered.

 The head of the tool can separate from the handle, causing injury.

• Do not use a wrench when the jaws are sprung to the point that 
slippage occurs.

 A sprung jaw can slip, causing injury.

• Do not use impact tools, like drift pins, wedges or chisels, with 
mushroomed heads.

 Damaged heads on impact tools can cause flying
fragments that can damage eyes.

• Do not use a screwdriver as a chisel.

 The tip may break and fly off, causing injury.

• Do not use a knife blade as a screwdriver.

 The blade tip may break, causing injury.
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Awkward postures make more demands on your body. In some cases, the placement of the work piece
will affect your shoulder, elbow, wrist, hand, or back posture.

➢ Whenever possible, choose a tool that requires the
least continuous force and can be used without
awkward positions.

➢ The right tool will help you to minimize pain and
fatigue by keeping your neck, shoulders, and back
relaxed and your arms at your sides.

➢ Avoid raising your shoulders and elbows. Relaxed
shoulders and elbows are more comfortable and will
make it easier to drive downward force.

➢ Over time, exposure to awkward positions or harmful contact pressures can contribute to an injury.

➢ Reduce risk of injury by selecting hand tools that fit your hand and the job you are doing.
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➢ Keep your tools sharp, clean and in good 
condition. 

➢ Ensure your work area has sufficient lighting 
for the task.

➢ Cracked saw blades should be removed from 
service.

➢ Do not leave hand tools on ladders, scaffolds 
or overhead workspaces.

➢ Store hand tools away properly when not in 
use.

➢ Iron or steel impact tools can produce sparks from friction that can be an ignition source around 
flammable substances.

• Spark-resistant tools made of non-ferrous materials should be used where flammable gases, 
highly volatile liquids, and other explosive substances are stored or used.

Additional safety precautions to remember when using hand tools on the job:

➢ Keep workplace floors as clean and dry as possible to prevent accidental slips when using or 
carrying hand tools.

➢ Never try to fix a broken or damaged handle by taping it. Replace the handle or replace the tool.
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to use this material for workplace safety
and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold.
Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based training. The intent is more to
address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal
Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented
in this training. It is the responsibility of the employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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Unless specified below, all photos are the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC and may not be used in 
any other training materials or resold for any purpose.

For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of FAQs please visit
www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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