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INCIDENTS  ||  Fall Injury

According to recent fatal injury statistics (BLS.gov) there are more than 600
fatal falls annually. About 2 out of 3 falls are from less than 20 feet high.
Workers should be very aware of their work at any height.

OSHA Standard 1926.501(b)(1) "Unprotected sides and edges." Each employee on a
walking/working surface (horizontal and vertical) with an unprotected side or edge
which is 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above a lower level shall be protected from falling…
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A 33-year-old worker was injured after a fall
from an 8-foot step ladder. The victim was
cleaning windows when he fell onto a tiled
floor and hit his head. He was taken to the
hospital quickly, but died the following
morning from his injuries. According to the
investigators it is believed that he was
standing backwards on the step ladder and
working from the top step of the ladder.

A supervisor died when he fell through a
skylight while moving a vacuum hose. While
supervising the vacuuming of roof rock off a flat
roof, he picked up the hose to move it out of the
way of the vacuum operator. As he was moving
the hose, he fell through the skylight. The key
factor that contributed to the victim’s death was
working too close to an unguarded skylight.

On a winter day, a roofer/foreman died
after falling from a telescopic boom lift. He
and four other roofing crew members
were installing a new roof at a residence
undergoing restoration. The victim was not
wearing a personal fall arrest system and
he was not tied off.
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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• (*4) Photo Credit – NIOSH In-house Fatality Report 2009-01. http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/face/inhouse.html

• (*5) Photo Credit – NIOSH California Fatality Report #11CA004. http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/face/stateface.html

• (*7) Photo Credit – Kentucky Fatality Report: 08KY007. http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/face/stateface.html

• (*9) Photo Credit – OSHA Fall Prevention Awareness page. https://www.osha.gov/stopfalls/edresources.html

IMPORTANT SAFETY PRECAUTIONS TO AVOID INJURIES FROM FALL HAZARDS:

• Fall protection must be worn when working on articulating and
extensible boom lifts to avoid being thrown out of the basket of the lift.

• Supervisors and workers should perform a walk-around inspection of
their site before starting work to find any possible fall hazards.

• All workers using man lifts such as telescopic boom lifts or other types
aerial lifts should have training prior to use.

• Always face the ladder when climbing up or down the ladder and
working. Never stand on the top step of a step ladder.

• Workers need fall protection when working near any unprotected side
or edge which is 6 feet or more above a lower level.

• All workers need to have training to recognize and avoid potential fall
hazards.

• Never work near unprotected skylights,
sides, or edges.
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