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HEAVY EQUIPMENT  ||  Dump Trucks

Construction workers should remember that working with and around
heavy equipment, including dump trucks, haulage equipment, and
articulating dump trucks, puts them at risk for struck-by, caught-in, and
other hazards. In addition, workers should always ensure that they only
operate equipment they have been trained and authorized to use.

OSHA Standard 1926.602 covers the requirements for earthmoving equipment such
as scrapers, loaders, crawler or wheel tractors, bulldozers, off-highway trucks,
graders, agricultural and industrial tractors, and similar equipment.
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Crushing and caught-in hazards are
serious! Dump trucks have many areas
where caught-in hazards are possible
including under the bed, in-between the
cab and body, the canopy, or the tailgate.

GMC 7000 2 Axle Dump Truck (*1)

Ford 880 3 Axle Dump Truck (*2)

Volvo A40D Articulated, 3 Axle
Dump Truck (*3)

OSHA Standard 1926.601(b)(6) says that all
haulage vehicles, whose pay load is loaded by
means of cranes, power shovels, loaders, or
similar equipment, shall have a cab shield
and/or canopy adequate to protect the
operator from shifting or falling materials.

If service, maintenance, or other work
must be done under a raised bed, the bed
must be supported by a device strong
enough to support the load.

OSHA Standard 1926.600(a)(3)(i) Heavy
machinery, equipment, or parts thereof, which
are suspended or held aloft by use of slings,
hoists, or jacks shall be substantially blocked or
cribbed to prevent falling or shifting before
employees are permitted to work under or
between them.
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This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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• (*1, 2, 3) Photo Credit – NIOSH Highway Work Zone Safety. Construction Equipment Visibility. 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/highwayworkzones/bad/imagelookup.html

• (*11) Photo Credit – Free sign from MySafetySign.com 

TIPS TO KEEP WORKERS SAFE AROUND DUMP TRUCKS:

• Workers should always ensure that they only operate equipment where they have
been trained and authorized to use.

• Dump trucks, their operators, and personnel standing or working nearby are at risk
during dumping operations.

• Dump trucks can tip over, especially when driving
with the bed raised over uneven or soft ground.

• Always clear the areas around the dumping site
and have the operator lower the bed as soon as
possible.

• Operators must always watch for potential overhead power lines before raising the
bed!

• Operators must be protected during loading operations by means of a canopy or
cab shield.

• Never get under a raised dump bed without safety devices to prevent an incident.

• Personnel can suffer serious injury if allowed under an open tailgate.

(*11)


