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OSHA FOCUS FOUR  ||  Falls

According to OSHA, Construction safety is one of their top concerns.
Construction is among the most dangerous industries and in recent years,
the Bureau of Labor Statistics found that there are more than 800 fatal on-
the-job injuries to construction workers annually in the U.S. – more than in
any other single industry and account for nearly one out of every five work-
related deaths in the U.S.

Volume 1 Issue 27

OSHA Standard 1926.21(b)(2) The employer shall instruct each employee in the
recognition and avoidance of unsafe conditions and the regulations applicable to his
work environment to control or eliminate any hazards or other exposure to illness or
injury.

OSHA Standard 1926.501(b)(1) states that Each employee on a walking/working
surface (horizontal and vertical surface) with an unprotected side or edge which is 6
feet (1.8 m) or more above a lower level shall be protected from falling by the use of
guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.

Fall hazards can be found                                 
in a variety of activities:

• Working from ladders

• Work on roof tops, near skylights, or
floor holes

• Near excavations or pier hole

• On scaffolding, scissor, or boom lifts

• Using makeshift platforms or scaffold-
like surfaces including buckets

• Inside of attics or overhead crawlspaces

• During road construction on bridges and
overpasses

Fall hazards are present due to the
unprotected sides at this construction
site.

OSHA Standard 1926.451(g)(1) states that
Each employee on a scaffold more than 10
feet (3.1 m) above a lower level shall be
protected from falling to that lower level.
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.

PHOTO ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless specified below, all photos are the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC and may not 
be used in any other training materials or resold for any purpose.

For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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RECOGNIZE POSSIBLE FALL HAZARDS:

(*5)

• In general construction activities
fall protection is required when
working at heights above 6’
from a lower level.

• If unprotected sides or edges
exist a guardrail may be an
option to prevent fall hazards.

• Barricades, temporary barriers,
and warning lines may help alert
workers to possible hazards.

• Danger, warning, and caution signs must be used properly to warn
workers of the potential fall hazards present.

• When working on scaffolds employees must have fall protection, such as
guardrails, installed when they are more than 10’ above a lower level.

Orange fencing is used in this photo as a
warning for the potential trip and fall hazards
near this excavation.


